
Yemeni president accepts 
government’s resignation 

— Yemeni Prime Minister Abdul Aziz 
Aooui Giiani on Monday presented the government's 
resignauon to President Ali Abdullah Saleh after die 
country s first general elections since a 1994 civil war, 
^ j official said. ‘The government has resigned 
and me president received the prime minister this 

morning who presented the resignation.” he said. ‘The 

president thanked the government accepted the resig- 
nanon and assigned the government to continue man- 
aging the country’s affairs until the formation of the 
new ^vemment” A new government is expected to be 
named after the first session of the newly-elected par- 
brnnent on May 18. The president said last week his 
nilii^ General People’s Congress would run the coun- 
try alone after its landslide victory in the Ajxil 27 polls. 



Kuwait releases Iraqi fishermen 

BAGHDAD (R) — Kuwaiti authorities have released 
five Iraqi fishermen who were seized by Kuwait's 
coastal guards in February, newspapers said on Mon* 
day. They said the fishermen were abducted by 
Kuwait’s coastal guards on Feb. 22 while they were 
inside Iraq's territorial waters close to Mina AJ Bakr 
and Al Amiya port. The papers did not say when the 
fishennen were freed. 'They were subjected to arbi- 
trary measures during their detention.. .Tliey were 
taken with their hands tied to state security offices in 
Kuwait City ^'here they were tortured and charged 
with espionage for Iraq,” they said. 
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King, U.S. envoy discuss efforts 
to reactivate stalled peace talks 



His Majesty King Hussein upon meeting United States Middle East special 
envoy Dennis Ross on Monday (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


By Ihreq Ayyonb 
Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — His Majesty 
King Hussein on Monday 
met with special envoy Den- 
nis Ross and reviewed with 
hhn the three-month-old 
stalled peace process anH 
U.S. efforts to restart peace 
talks. 

Mr. Ross Ixiefed His 
Majesty on his recent shuttle 
between Tel Ariv and the 
Palestinian self-rule areas 
and his meetings with Pales- 
tinian President Yasser Ara- 
fat and Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Beayamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Ross, who arrived 
here from Israel, told 
reporters following his 
meeting with Prime Minis- 
ter Abdul Salam Majali that 
his mission in Jordan was 
aimed at “consulting with 
Jordanians about bow best 
to put the peace process 
back on track.” 

Mr. Ross, who met Satur- 
day with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak in the Red 
Sea resort of Sharm Al 
Sheikh, said that his talks 
with Jordanian officials 
focused on “bilateral U.S.- 
Jordanian ties and areas 
where we want to be w'oric- 
ing together and areas where 
the United States can be 
helpfiil to Jordan.” He 
added: “We had a very good 
discussion on both sets of 
issues and I am very 
pleased.” 

Mr. Ross said tiiat the U.S. 
wants the Kingdom to con- 
tinue playing a role in order 
to help bre^ the political 
deadlock noting thm “Jor- 
dan is strongly committed to 
the peace process and will 
always be supportive of any 
effort to find ways to put 
things back on tracL At one 
level, merely being able to 
consult is a help to us.” 

The Minister of State for 
Information Affairs Samir 
Mutawi said that during Mr. 
Ross' meeting with Dr. 
Majali. the American envoy 
briefed the premier on his 


efforts to reach a break- 
dirough for peace and ways 
to “fcndge the differences 
which have hindered the 
resumption of the peace 
process.” 

Dr. Mutawi added that 
Mr. Ross urged Jordan to 
“continue its efforts with ovx 
brothers in the PaJestinian 
National Authority and with 
the Israeli go\'emmenL.. and 
wished Jordan contin- 
ues its efforts with both 
sides.” 

Last month, Mr. Ross 
failed in a similar trip to the 
region to bring the Pdestini- 
ans and Israelis back to 
negotiations. 

'^e Pales tinians insisted 
that Israel should put on 
hold all settlement building 
plans and to halt construc- 
tion work of a Jewish settle- 
ment in Abu Ghneim in 
Arab east Jerusalem. 

The right-wing Israeli 
government rejected the 


request and demanded a 
Palestinian undertaking to 
crack down on Palestinian 
factions who oppose peace 
talks with Israel. 

Mr. Ross who was due to 
return to Israel on Monday 
after a lunch meeting with 
His Majesty, declared that 
despite setbacks in the pea^ 
process, “peace is still 
aive.” 

‘'What I believe is, based 
on the discussions that I 
have had, and with the 
understanding on what I just 
said, about the reality being 
that there is no acceptable 
alternative to the pursuit of 
peace... its ultimate achieve- 
ment is something that 
makes it very clear that the 
peace process is alive,” Mr. 
Ross said following his 90- 
minute meeting with Dr. 
Majali. 

He denied accusations by 
PNA officials that the U.S. 
was biased towards Israel 


a nd that it was maintainin g 
pressure on the PNA to give 
more concessions to the 
Israelis. 

“You know I woric on 
behalf of tiie president and 
the secretary of state reflect- 
ing the commitments that 
they have (made) and the 
priorities they have to the 
pursuit of Middle East 
peace. I have always found 
in ray discussion with the 
I^estinians a great deal of 
hospitality and they have 
consistently welcomed my 
efforts. And we are working 
very hard to try to put this 
process back on track.” 

During his meeting with 
Dr. Majali, the prime minis- 
ter stressed the ‘'importance 
of the U.S. role as a full 
partner in the peace process 
to help all parties overcome 
obstacles ...and the necessity 
to achieve a comprehensive 
and just peace,” Jordan 
News Agency, Petra said. 


Netanyahu is proud he approved 
settlement huilding in Jerusalem 


Weizman says tried 
but failed restart talks 


TEL AVIV (R) — Prime 
Minister Benyumin 

Netanyahu said Sunday it 
would “take some time” 
before a U.S. envoy would 
get Israel and the Palestin- 
ian National Authority 
(PNA) to talk peace again. 

The Israeli premier also 
said be was proud of his 
decision that sent bulldoz- 
ers to carve out a new Jew- 
ish settlement in Arab east 
Jerusalem, plunging peace- 
making between the sides 
into deep crisis. 

T'ra proud that I 
approved the building in 
Jerusalem which clarified 
to the entire world our com- 
mitment to the unity of the 
city,’' Mr. Netany^u told 
Israeli Radio. 

He (hsmissed the idea the 
settlement stopped peace- 
making. 

“No process was stopped. 
If that stopped the process, 
there is no process,” Mr. 
Netanyahu said. 

He said difficulties had 
risen because final status 
matters like the fate of 
Jerusalem and the nature of 
the permanent Palestinian 
political entity were next 
up for negotiation. 

Mr. Netanyahu says 
Jerusalem can never be 
divided and he opposes the 
Palestinian goal of a sover- 
eign state. 

PNA and Western offi- 
cials said envoy Dennis 
Ross was ttying to arrange 
a meeting of Israelis' and 
Palestinians to discuss the 
issues that led to the two- 
month-old freeze in negoti- 
ations. 

Talks are also stuck over 
Israel's demand for a PNA 
crackdown on “terrorism.” 

Mr. Netanyahu said, con- 
cerning the progress of Mr. 
Ross' second mission in a 
month, '‘Well. 1 think that 
this is going to take some 
time. It’s not happening 
overnight,” 

Western officials said 
ahead of Mr. Ross' meeting 
Palestinian President Yass- 
er Arafat said Sunday night 


that he was seeking a 
response on whether Pales- 
tinians would meet the 
Israelis. 

A Palestinian official who 
declined to be identified 
said the U.S. envoy had 
suggested a meeting “to 
prote” issues that led to the 
crisis, emphasising such 
talks would not be negotia- 
tions. 

Mr. Arafat spoke to 
reporters with Mr. Ross 
after their talks in the West 
Bank self-rule enclave of 
Ramallah. 

“We are continuing. die_ 
discussions of the issue 
from all aspects. No deci- 
sions have been reached. 
We're going to continue the 
discussions,” Mr. Arafat 
said. 

Mr. Ross said: “I'd say 
we're working hard at it but 
we still have a lot of hard 
work to do.” 

Palestinian officials said 
the PNA was willing to 
meet the Israelis on condi- 
tion the talks tackled the 
issues of Jewish settle- 
ments in-Jerasa lcm, - th e r est- 
of the West Bank and tbe- 
Gaza Strip and only after 
receiving U.S. guarantees 
the meeting would lead to a 
halt in settlement activities. 

But Israel said the meet- 
ing would have a different 
agenda — not including 
Jewish settlement of occu- 
pied land. 

Israeli government 
spokesman Moshe Fogel 
said his side would false 
“fighting terror and Pales- 
tinian violations to the 
agreement." Mr. Fogel said 
there would be no halt to 
settlements. 

Palestinians see Jewish 
settlement in the Gaza Strip 
and the West Bank includ- 
ing Jerusalem as pre-empt- 
ing the outcome of final 
peace negotiations which 
have yet to take place. 

Since 1967, more ±an 
130.000 Israelis have set- 
tled amidst nearly two mil- 
lion Palestinians in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 


TEL AVIV iR) — Israeli 
President Ezer Weizman 
said on Monday his efforts 
to break the ice in dead- 
locked peace talks with the 
Palestinians had not pro- 
duced results. 

“I see myself as the ice- 
breaker. I opened the chan- 
nel and the convoy needed 
to follow iL.. but the convoy 
not follow it.” Mr. Weiz- 
man told Israel Television. 

Mr. Weizman, whose 
position is primarily cere- 
monial, met lost Tuesday 
uith F^estinian President 
Yasser Arafat in an effoil to 
overcome the two-month 
impasse in talks. 

'The ships are not stand- 
ing today and equipping 
themselves in order to move 
forw'ard," Mr. Weizman 


CAIRO (AP) — Norway's 
foreign minister, beginning 
a series of talks with Middle 
East leaders, met President 
Hosni Mubarak Monday to 
explore ways to resume 
Arab-lsraeli peace talks. 

Norway played a key 
mediating role in negotiat- 
ing the 1993 Israeii-Pales- 
tinian peace accords. It has 
since continued to play a 
low'-key mediating role 
betw^een the two sides while 
becoming a main source of 
economic aid to the Pales- 
tinians. 

Bjom Tore Godal. the 
Norwegian foreign minister, 
arrived in Egypt Sunday and 
was due to travel to Syria 
later Monday. He will ^so 
visit Israel and Palestinian 
self-rule areas. 

He told reponers after his 
talks with Mr. Mubarak that 
Egypt and Norway might 


said. 

.Asked u’hy, the president 
responded: ''I'll tel) you, 
because we've reached the 
eve of the talk:* on the final 
status and we've always 
known this would be the 
mo.st difficult question.” 

The final status talks, 
which according to a frame- 
work peace deal are to end 
by mid- 1999, have yet to 
resume under Prime Minis- 
ter Benyumin Netanyahu 
who look office last June. 

“More de.sire is needed, a 
lot more desire and a lot 
more understanding, i 
opened the channel. I hope. 
Anyone who wants can 
travel down it and who ever 
doesn't want to. please,” 
Mr. Weizman said. 


contribute to what he called 
some of the measures to be 
taken shortly to resume 
Middle East peace talks. 

“But 1 am not very opti- 
mistic... It will take a huge 
effort to return the peace 
process to its original 
course,” he said. 

‘The alternative... will be 
bloodshed and more con- 
flict.” 

Talks between Palestini- 
ans and Israelis have been 
stalled since March, when 
Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu’s govemnieni 
decided to build a Jewish 
settlement in Arab east 
Jeru.salem. the part of the 
Holy City which Palestini- 
ans want as a capital of a 
future state. 

The Israeli move angered 
the Arabs, who blame right- 
wing Netanyahu for the 
impasse in peace talks. 


Norway, Egypt in talks 
over Mideast peace 
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King, Prince discuss 
defence issues with 


Officer 
shot dead 
by armed 


group 


U.S. conunander 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Majesty King Hussein on 
Monday received at 
Raghadan Palace Com- 
mander-in-Chief of the 
U.S. Central Command 
Lieutenant General Bin- 
ford Peay and discussed 
with him scopes of coop- 
eration particularly in the 
fields of defence and 
other issues of common 
concern. The meeting 
was attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, Prime 
Minister and Minister of 
Defence Abdul Salam 
Majali, Commander of 
the Special Armed 


Forces Prince Abdullah. 
Royal Court Chief Awn 
Khasawneh. Director of 
the National Security 
Council Prince Talal Ben 
Mohammad, Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff Held Marshal 
Abdul Hafez Marei 
Kaabneh and the U.S. 
Ambassador to Jordan 
Wesley Egan. King Hus- 
sein conferred upon Gen- 
eral Peay Al lstihqaq_ 
Medal of the First Order."* 
Later on, Gen. Peay left 
Amman after a two-day 
official visit during 
which he met with senior 
Jordanian official.^. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
army officer was shot 
and killed early Monday 
during a clash with a 
group of Arab nationals 
“suspected to have 
entered the Kingdom ille- 
gally,” the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, reported 
Monday. 

“At 3:30 a.ra. Monday 
while a Jordanian Armed 
Forces unit was conduct- 
ing an official search at a 
house in the Ma&aq Gov- 
emorate following infor- 
mation about a group 
from an Arab country that 
had entered the Kingdom 
illegally, a man came out 
of the house firing on the 
unit while trying to 
escape,” Petra quoted an 
army spokesman as say- 
ing. 

The report, which did 
not identify the nationali- 
ty of the group. said Cap- 
tain Yousef Daradkeh, 31, 
was killed during the 
encounter. 

The spokesman said 
that 13 persons, including 
ihe man who fired at 
Daradkeh. were arrested 
.md investigations were 
underway. 

The Jordan Times was 
unable to obtain further 
information on the report 
Monday. 



THE FACE OF THE FUTURE 

lUEC Middle East Complex ^ 


Senate hears Cabinet’s 
report on water, peace 


AMMAN (J.T.) —The 
Senate Foreign Rela- 
tions Committee Mon- 
day beard a briefing 
ffom Foreign Minister 
Fayez Tarawneb and 
Minister of Water and 
Irrigation Munther 
Haddadin about the lat- 
est political situation in 
the Middle East and 
. last Thursday's agree- 
ment between Jordan 
and Israel on imple- 
menting the 1994 peace 
treaty clause on water. 

Emerging from the 
meeting. Dr. Tarawneb 
said: ^We have dis- 
cussed many aspects-of 
the current Jordanian 
diplomatic efforts and 
the Kingdom’s political 
stand in support of the 
Arab nation's drive 
towards comprehen- 
sive peace and we also 
discussed our diplo- 
matic offensive 

abroad.” 

In reply to a (Question, 
he said that discussion 
with the senators also 
covered the Jordanian 
Israeli relations “and 
we explained chat Jor- 
dan's stand is coordi- 
nated with the Egyptian 
osition in a drive to 
eep the peace process 
alive.” 

Jordan's water share 
as provided for in the 
peace treaty also came 
under scrutiny at the 


meeting, according to 
Dr. Haddadin who said: 
“I have presented a full 
briefing to the commit- 
tee about the latest 
developments in the 
implementation of the 
treaty's provisions par- 
ticularly the water 
question and the agree- 
ment reached last week 
at a meeting between 
His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and the "Israeli 
Prime Minister 

BenySmin Netanyahu.” 

At last Thursday's 
meeting in Aqaba 
between King Hussein 
and Mr. hJeianyahu, 
Israel agreed to provide 
Jordan with an extra 50 
million cubic metres of 
drinking water, in 
accordance with the 
peace treaty. 

According to Dr. 
Haddadin, part of the 
50 million cubic metres 
will be supplied imme- 
diately and continually 
over the coming three 
years. while the 
remainder will be sup- 
plied at a later stage. 

Acting senate Speak- 
er ZeidRifai said after 
the meeting that the 
senate gives its full 
backing to govern- 
ment’s policies and 
King Hussein's relent- 
less efforts to achieve 
solidarity among Arab 
countries. 


Hizbollah 

attacks 

Israel 

outpost 

SIDON (APj — At least 
two Lebanese guerrillas 
were killed Monday when 
they attacked a post in 
southern Lebanon that was 
manned by an Israeli- 
backed militia. 

The Israeli army said that 
one Israeli soldier and four 
south Lebanon array militi- 
amen were wounded in 
fighting in foe area. 
Lebanese guerrillas 
attacked outposts in south- 
ern Lebanon on Monday, 
wounding an Israeli soldier 
and four Israeli-allied mili- 
tiamen, security officials 
said. 

An hour later, Israel retal- 
iated by sending warplanes 
to attack suspected guerril- 
la positions in the south. 

Two planes and two heli- 
copters fired eight air-to- 
surface missiles on the 
highlands of Iqlim Al 
Tuffah, a stronghold of foe 
Hizbollah guerrilla group, 
said the Lebanese officials, 
who spoke on customary 
anonymity. 

Iqlim Al Tuffah, or 
“Apple Province,” 20 kilo- 
metres southeast of Sidon, 
provincial capital of south- 
ern Lebanon. 

(Continued- on page 2)' 


U.S. ambassador 
complains to Israel 
on spying — Time 


WASHINGTON (.AFP) — 
U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
Martin Indyk has com- 
plained to foe Israeli gov- 
ernment about its 
overzealous intelligence 
agents. Time magazine 
says in its issue published 
Monday. 

Mr. Indyk spoke private- 
ly last year to foe Israeli 
government about agents 
who followed "U.S. 
embassy employees in Tel 
.Aviv or searched the hotel 
rooms of visiting U.S. 
officials. Time quoFes U.S. 
intelligence officials as 
saying. 

The report follows Attor- 
ney General Janet Reno's 
admission Thursday that 
an FBI investigation was 
under way to determine 
whether a high-level U.S. 
official had been transmit- 
ting classified information 
to Israel. 

TTie Washington Post 
reported last week on an 
intercepted telephone call 
between an Israeli agent 
here and his superior in Tel 
Aviv, who discussed the 
U.S. official, code-named 
'“Mega.” The telephone 
call intercepted by the 
national security* agency is 
the only evidence the FBI 
has of an Israeli “mole." or 
spy within foe U.S. gov- 
ernment. But Time says 


foe FBI has '‘grumbled pri- 
vately that Israeli agents 
routinely prowl Califor- 
nia's Silicon Valley and 
Boston's Rome 128 corri- 
dor for high-tech secrets,” 
referring to areas with a 
concentration of computer 
companies. 

The CIA last year identi- 
fied Israel as one of six 
foreign countries with “a 
government-directed or 
orchestrated clandestine 
effort to collect U.S. eco- 
nomic secrets.” 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu told 
his cabinet Friday that the 
"Mega” allegations were a 
“fabrication." 

"Israel is not using 
agents in the United States 
and the article that was 
published on this subject is 
fabricated.” Mr. 

Netanyahu said, according 
to a' release from his 
office. 

One U.S. official with 
knowledge of foe investi- 
gation said that if a senior 
U.S. official were passing 
sensitive information to 
foe Israelis it could prove 
more serious than the espi- 
onage case involving for- 
mer U.S. Navy analyst 
Jonathan Jay Pollard, who 
was convicted and sen- 
tenced to life in prison in 
1986 for .spying for Israel. 
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Netanyahu keeps justice minister, aide 




TEL AVIV (R) — IsiaeU 
Prime Minister Benyaroin 
Netanyahu has decided 
against sacking bis justice 
minister over a corruption 
scandal that will go to the 
high court this week. 

nrhe prime minister has 
decided after weighing the 
various aspects of this affair 
to leave Tzachi Hanegbi in 
his post," said a Justice 
Ministry spokeswoman 
Sunday. 

Mr. Netaoy;d\u later told 
Israel Radio he had decided 
that both Mr. Hanegbi and 
the director general of die 


prime minister's office. 
Avigdor Lieberman, would 
re main in their positions. 

State prosecutors said 
after a police probe last 
month thm were "real sus- 
picLom" of coiruptiou and 
broach of trust by Mr. 
Netanyahu and Mr. Haneg- 
bi in the shon-iWed 
appointment of an attorney- 
general in January. 

But they did not indict the 
two, citing lack of evi- 
dence. They recommended 
Mr. Lieberman be investi- 
gated further. 

A Channel One television 


report qiuired the inquiry 
into the appointinent of 
Rooi Bar-On in January. It 
alleged key coalition mem- 
ber Aryeh Deri pressed Mr. 
Netanyahu to appoint Mr. 
Bar-0^ who would offer 
him a plea bai^gain in an 
ongoing comiption trial. 

Mr. Bar-On quit 12 hours 
ater taking office amid a 
public ouiciy that he was 
unqualified for tiiejob. 

“I think... ±e justice min- 
ister, like me, certainly 
made several mistakes in 
this area and 1 think he’s 
learned a lesson, at least 


he's told me he’s learned a 
lesson,” Mr. Netanyahu told 
the radio, explaining his 
decision. 

Mr. Netanyahu smd Mn 
Uebennan rem^ “as 
long as he wants to contin- 
ue in the posC 

The radio spokeswoman 
said Mr. Netanyahu's deci- 
sion not to sack Mr. Han^- 
bi was contained in a writ- 
ten state refuse to peti- 
tions asl^ me High Court 
to order indictnients against 
Mr. Netanyahu. Mr. Haneg- 
bi and Mr. Liebennan. 

The petitions will be 


heard in court Wednesday. 

The results of the three- 
month police probe 
prompted members of Ml 
N etanyahu’s own govern- 
ment to call for Mr. Haneg- 
bi's (UsmissaL 
lodustiy and lliade Minis- 
ter Natan Sharansky said 
last month he would take 
his party's seven seats oat 
of tiie coalitioo. doying 
Mr. Netanyahu his 66-54 
parliamentary majority, if 
unspecified changes were 
not made in the govem- 
ment 


Iran quake destroys not just 
lives but ancient heritage 


IRAN 

9,000 tents have been set 
up by aid workers, Iran 
says they need mote 
tents, food, water tanks, 
dolNng, cookers 
and four wheel 
drive vehicles 



ZOHAN (AP) — 

This ancient Iran- 
ian village is 
mourning die loss 
of not only its 
loved ones but also 
a prized landmark 
— a 700-year-old 
mo.sque that was 
the envy of sur- 
rounding hamlets. 

For generations, 
the Jammeh 
Mo.sque stood 35 
metres tall on a 
river bank, with- 
standing floods, 
storms and snow. 

But after an earth- 
quake flattened a 
swath of northeast- 
ern Iran Saturday, 
all that is left of the 
twin-minaret 
mosque built of 
baked mud bricks 
is a mound of bro- 
ken walls, dome 
and spires. 

Only one wall 
remains intact, a 
sad testament to lost heritage. 

"One hundred floods could not destroy 
the mosque but this time the earthquake 
took its toll,” said Hojatoleslam Mushtabah 
Ohadi, the head of a seminary that is linked 
to the 13th-centi^ mosque. 

’ The Mnun^‘ survived the devastating 
quake. Some 65 people from the 300 fami- 
lies who inhabit Zohan died in quake 
that struck the mounts villages in nonh- 
eastem Iran. Twenty-five of the village's 
children were buried alive under the falling 
walls of a narrow alley near their school. 
When the quake struck, a 10-centimetre 
gosh opened up on the mountaiiiside. 
sprouting water for two hours. 

In Zohan. like other villages, the victims 
were women, the elderly and children. The 
men were in the fields in the beautiful val- 
ley, dissected by a winding river and carpet- 
ed with the red berries a^ yellow flowers 
of barberry shrubs. The Jammeh Mosque 
and the .seminary were responsible for 
Zohan's reputation for promotuig education 
in a region where most are illiterate, ^han 
residents ore considered scholarly and 
urbane. 

Perhaps that proud tradition gave sur- 


IRAN APPEALS FOR AID FOR QUAKE VICTIMS 


The Red Cross and Red Crescent organisation is appeanng for 
58.2m In intemafimial aid for tene of thousands of Iranian 
earthquake victims needing vital relief supplies 


A second quake struck the country only days after nearly 2,400 people were killed 
in a powerful earthquake. Some 50,000 people have been diqilaeed and Iran 
estimates damages of S77m 


Second quaka 
Second quake 
measuring 4.8 on 
the Richter scale 

strikes on Mondrv 



Saturday's 
I qu«« 

3 Measured 7.1 on 
the Riehter scale. 
Survivors of quake 
are stDI scrambling 
among ruins as 
they wrA tar aid 



vivors of Zohan the encouragemmt to start 
rebuilding thmr lives quickly. 

Their dead — washed then draped in 
shrouds — were quickly Iraried in fieshly 
dug mass graves. 

Alter saying condolence prayers in the 
new, IQ-year-old Saheb A1 Amr Mosque, 
residents set up makeshift hom^ in teats 
donated by aid workers. On thin mattresses, 
they laid out blankets to combat the near 
freezing temperatures that envelop the val- 
ley at night. 

Standing in queues, they collected a ration 
of flat Iranian bread, tea and sugar, salvaged 
vegetables and rice fix>m the rubble and 
cooked stew on stoves fired by wood or 
cooking gas. 

Municipality workers were already sur- 
veying the area Monday to look at the pos- 
stbiUty of restoring electricity. Quldren 
climbed over the rubble, searching for toys 
and food. Adults broke down upon meeting 
friends, sharing each other's grief. Their 
cries were drowned by tbe roar of heli- 
copters bringing medicine and the rumble 
of trucks delivering food and water. 


Hizbollah attacks Israel outpost 



lOmtinued fn>m page 1) 

Israeli troops and allied 
militiamen also fired barrages 
of I.'i5-mm Howitzer sbelk at 
suspected Hubollah posi- 
tions in the icgicm. jast acn>s.s 
from an Israeli-occupied bor- 
der enebve. 

There was no immediate 
word on ca.sualties from tbe 
uJr attacks or tbe reialiatorv 
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shelling. 

Tbe raids came after guer- 
rillas raked an ouipoa in the 
village of Sujod manned by 
the South Lebanon Army 
(SLA) militia with rocket and 
machine-^n fire, wotin^og 
four miliiiamea. the officials 
said. Israel Radio said three 
milidamen v^eie wounded. 
There w-as no immediaie 
explanation for the discrqnn- 


cy in tbe number of wounded. 

In another attack, an Israeli 
soldin was woun^ at the 
Israeli Rihan outpost, 10 Idlo- 
metres noitii of Sujod. 

SLA officials in Maqay- 
oun, the main town in tte 
enclave, said at least two 
guerrillas were killed in tbe 
clashes. But a Hirix>Uah offi- 
cial in Sidtm declined to say if 
there were casualties. 


Israeli premier says 
contacts, progress 
made with ;Syria 


TEL AVTV (AFP) — Israeli 
Pome Mwiiaer Beayanun 
Netanyahu said Simday (hat 
progress had been ma^ on 
restarting peace talks with 
Syria. 

‘There have been contacts 
through several channels, 
and there is progiess,” Mk 
Netanyahu si^ cm Israeli 
public radio cn tbe 49Qi 
amiiveTsaxy of die inception 
of Israd. There ate ioid&car 
tions that tbe Syrians are 
interested in restattiiig Q^go- 
tiaiiODs, and we win find out 
just how serious duty are,” he 
added. 

Israel's previous Labour 
govemmeot broke off peace 
talks widi Syria after Damas- 
cus refused to condemn a 
slew of Palestinian suicide 


bombings in February and 
Mardi that edanned 58 ric- 

rim« in Tsra^- 

AI though the Labour gov- 
erm aent had agv^ inprin- 
c^le to a Syrian condmon 
foe peace that Israel return 
much of tiie Gcdan Heights it 
seired in 1967, die sides had 
been stuck md^ty 
a nan ge men ts on ihe strategic 
(daieau. The n^otiatiems 
have remained frozen ance 
the election in May last year 
of the right-wing Netanyahu, 
who has insisted Israel will 
not return the Golan Heists. 

In addMon, Mr. Netanyahu 
refused to qualify U.S. eovcty 
Dennis Ri^’ mission this 
week to toe t^ton in a Ud to 
restart Istadi-Falestinian 
peace talks a^fidlure.*’ 



PALESTINIAN FRCXTEST^ A Falestinianstiideirtiiiasked in a Iraffeya scarf bnimk' 
an Israeli flag a danonstratioD in the West Bank dfy of Nablus on Monday}« :j. 

The demonstratirai was held to cniidde whli brad's ind^imidence day. Some 
students attended the protest at Nqjah nnivm'sify, chanting, *Tsrad*s independenoe; 
is not oars’* (AFP photo) 


Hirkish viewers drawn by reality TV shows 


ISTANBUL (1^ — A preacher 
molesting a gid to exorcise evil 
spirits, a doaor touching op a 
I»tient, an actor accused on screen 
of: jdultery » aU are daily tore on 
Tdridsh televisioiL, where fiction is 
a poor second to real litor drama. 

The “reality show” in various 
guises has bera on the rise in many 
countries, but in Turkey die shows 
have turned into trials tty television 
for a lynch-mob audience crying 
(Hit for blood. 

“The media is putting itself up as 
a candidate to rule toe state. Having 
seen itself as the fourto power, after 
the legislative, executive and toe 
judiciary, it is now beguming to see 
itself as guardian of toe other three 
as well,” independent programme 
maker Can Dundar told Raters. 

People are “exposed” daify for 
being perverts, fibsters, liars or 
fools, and tbe public appetite for it 
seems insatiable. 

The ratings prove this is what 
toe people want. Television ^)peals 
to feelings, not logic. Would you 
honestly prefer to see (IVhse Min- 
ister Necmettin) Erbakan talMng or 
a mother cc3rii>g over her diild?” 
Kanal D editor Tuncay Ozkan told 
Reuters. 

These shows are in toe public 
imeresL” He said one show found a 
lawyer in a toituie-murder case had 
been a torturer. 

But toe shows rarely probe 
Turkey's shaky rights situation. 
This not only reflects pressure fiiom 
the state but also toe close level of 
coopecatioD wito toe police in tiie 
making of the shows. 


After years of attack and destroy 
tactics, toe media has begun to 
focus on ethics after one ^ow, 
“Soz Fato'da” ^ato Says), hosted 
by Tomboy 'actress l^itma Girik.- 
was accused of framing a doctor 
charged wito sexually harassing his 
patients. 

The scandal brewed up after 
reports that “Soz Fato'da” had 
seoetiy taped film of an anny doc- . 
tor barassii^ a young patient 
Tbe doctor was arrested. Ms. 
Girik showed die footage, first ask- 
ing eager viewers wbetoer such 
pictures should be broadcast 
Tbe same night, toe “patient” 
Sole A., appeared live on rival 
Show TV news and said she was 
asked to provoke him. 

Things became even murkier 
^toen Sule aqrpeared on Ms. Girik's 
latest toow saying she was tridted 
and bribed by show into fiammg 
Ms. Girik. Women were shown 
saying to^ were harassed by toe 
docror but bad not expected a legal 
complaint to do any good 
Much of the furore was blamed 
on toe fact that toe man belonged to 
Thriiscy's powerthl army rather due 
to any revulsum over lurid broad- 
casting. 

*Tato finally hit a hard nut Her 
victim was a tc^ doctor — mcm 
important a colonel,” wrote 
Yildirim Turirer in tbe Radikal 
daily. Mr. Tuiker said Ms. Girik 
and otoers often Used similar meth- 
ods. 

He said a “Soz Fato'da” worker 
had tricked a religious editor into 
believing he was a homosexual so 


he could seexedy film and pub- 
licly reveal — the man malcitig a 
pass at him. 

A nm programme, “Arena," 
showedra s^retly-filmed tape of a 
Muslin^ p r cac ^r^Bcking a into 
a reUgii^ maniage so he could 
have sex with her. Tbe man later 
committed suicide. 

This was not the only death 
linked in toe media to reality 
shows. An actress hanged herself 
after her actor husband was 
accused on “Soz Fato’da” of adul- 
tery. 

But there has been no real back- 
lash: The people... who could be 
her victim at any moment love 
Fato,” Ml Turkra* said. 

On a typeal Wednesday night 
you can watch Ms. Girik's offer- 
ings and thee switch over to see 
“Last Resort” where anotoer for- 
mer actress, Hulya Kocyigit 
swoons, cries and swaggers 
tiirougb an odyssey of human 
drama — this week she rescued a 
disabled man from his “igno ran t” 
family and took him to hospital. 
Then comes “Prizma,” hosted by 
another actress. 

Tbe reality toows and similar 
programmes are so endemic in 
Tuiltish television that it is hard to 
believe they will go away. 

“Ours is a society where people 
are keen to know what toe neigh- 
bours are up to — these pro- 
grammes are popular becmise they 
deal wito private lives and vio- 
lence,” Mr. Dundar said 
Many news bulletins are refined 
versions of these shows. World 


evmits, politics or the economy are' 
legulariy sidelined so the latest 
scandal figure can be interviewed 
live in toe studio. 

The viewtera do not seem squea- 
mish •— while fUnching at s«cuaH- 
ty, they will watch the reconscnic- 
tion of an incident where a woman 
beheaded her abusive husband put 
toe head in the fire, and left; a note 
sqiologisiag for the mess. 

Hard news stories are also full of 
blood and guts. 

Car crash victims, people ablaze, 
maimed people are shown, some-:, 
times even before their relatives are 
informed, and most channels did 
not shirk from showing footage of 
police picking up the body pieces, 
of a woman suicide bomber last 
yean 

Sociologists e:q)lain toe phenom- 
enon as “schadenfreude” anri jeal- 
ousy, bom of toe poverty and lack • 
of social and political empower- 
ment of a pet^le exposed to unat- 
tainable wealth on TV. 

The alienation of many peoide 
in Tudsey has them dangor-' 
ously insensitive. Alienation and 
insemitivity can be seen as tyn.-_ 
dromes of a sado-masochistic cul- 
ture,'* media and communications' 
tiieorist Unsal Oskay told Reuters. 

Violence is not confined to tbe- 
poon A lack of social and legal jus- 
tice encourages people, rich aid 
poor, to turn elsewhere, from the • 
media to organised crime, to £31 the 
void. 
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Church of the AnnundatlOD 
TcL 637440. 

Dt la SaDe Choitfa TeL 
661757. 
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WEATHER 

Bulletin suf^Ued by the Depart- 




meat cf Meteondagy 
An unstable heat wave will 
aiiect the Kingdom uxity, so h 
be hot and partly clouify mto a 
chance of scatte r ed showers and 
winds soutocasteriy niodeiate to 
active. In Aqaba, h will be hoc 
and dusty, winds ooctbeiiy mod- 
eiaie and seas calm. 

Ammaii Tfvw 


Aqaba. 


.22/39 


Deserts 

Jordan VaDey 


.19/37 

.22A42 


Yestereby's hi^ len^xxaiuRs: 
.Anunm 36. Aqobe 36 Humidi- 
ty readings: Amman 18 per 
cent Aqata 28 percent 
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King instructs PSD to accord special medical 
treatment, promotion to officer wounded on duty 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King 
Hussein Monday passed directives to 
the Public Security E)epartment (PSD) 
to ptonwie poUce officer Abdul Karim 
Chwein firom the rank of second lieu- 
tenant to &5i lieutenant in recognition 
of his daring performance during an 
aimed robbery in Amman on May 2nd. 

Ll Ghweiri was shot and wounded 
in the process of ^prehending sus- 
pected burglars in connection widi the 
shooting of Subhi Haj Hassan, a 


money changer, and the theft of JD 
100,000 as well as unspecified 
amounts of foreign currency ^m the 
Iaaer*s exchange office. 

The police were said to have chased 
the assailants, who escaped from the 
scene in a red Mercedes, and tracked 
them down at Hashemiy^ Plaza. 

Three men, two Iraqis and one Jor- 
danian, repotted to have been involved 
in the robbery, were later arrested after 
a police chase in the downtown area. 


Since the incident, Ll Ghweiri has 
been undeigoing treatment for the 
removal of a bullet from his spinal 
cord. 

Accmding to the King’s diiecdves, 
he is now to be sent abroad for spe- 
cialised treaimenL 

The King has been following the 
progress of Ghweiri’s treatment since 
the shooting, according to a PSD state- 
ment. 


Princess discusses accreditation as means 


of ensuring high standards of education 


strove to attain so bard in *Tbe term ‘global village’ 



HRH Princess Sarvatb 


AMMAN (J.T.) — HRH 
Princess Sarvath Monday 
stated that maintaining high 
educational standards 
would ensure Jordan’s con- 
tinued regional edge in 
terms of skilled and quali- 
fied human resources. 

Accreditation of 

universities, she said during 
a lecture at the Jordan Uni- 
versity of Science and 
Technology (JUST), would 
assure ezi^loyers of t^ 
quality of the education of 
manpower entering the 
market 

The issue of accreditation 
is foremost in the minds of 
educators in the field of 
hitler education in the 
Kingdom as “a means of 
standardisation and quality 
control of a process which 
is difficult to assess or qual- 
ify," Princess Sarvath 
asserted, during the lecture 
delivered to members of the 
teaching staff at JUST. 

Princess Sarvath main - 
tained that accreditation 
would ensure tiiat “our 
graduates and their univer- 
sity qualifications continue 
to be held in the high regard 
which our institutions 


their formative years."- 
She emphasis^ t^ pro- 
viding students with quali^ 
education would ensure 
their ability to succeed in a 
world which is becoming 
more difficulL more com- 
petitive and more demand- 
ing. 


has never been more apt a 
description, the pace of 
change never more r^id,” 
the j^cess declared upon 
her visit to the universi^ at 
the invitation of its presi- 
denL Sa'ad Hijazi. 

Thus, she said, *‘our 
future will be in the hands 


of men and women who 
....will need a whole differ- 
ent and perhaps novel spec- 
tram of qualities to make a 
success of their responsibil- 
ities.’’ 

In addition to technical 
skills. Princess Sarvath 
said, today’s students will 
have to have been imbued 
with a “profound belief in 
community spiriL humani- 
tarian principles, altruism 
and tolerance.” 

She cited the esqierieiice 
of the Amman Baccalaufe- 
ate School, whose board of 
trustees she chairs, as an 
example of a creative 
endeavour in the field of 
education which is 
designed to graduate stu- 
dents capable of meeting 
the challenges of the mod- 
em world. 

The Princess described 
the school as a c^yst of 
change and one which 
worl^ on developing an 
educational {xogramme 
which would allow “our 
students to be firmly rooted 
in our Arab Islamic heritage 
and culture while meeting 
the very highest 
interaational standards.” 



Shepherd leads flock to drink in badia region of the Kingdom (photo by Amy Henderson) 


Ministry to commence public awareness 
campaigns to nndniinise water utilisation 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Water 
and Irrigatimi has prepared a programme 
to inc rea se public awareness regarding 
domestic water usage and plans to imple- 
ment such in cooperation with othw min- 
istries as well as the media, according to a 
ministry source. 

The campaign is necess^ as water 
utilised during the summer is expected to 
increase, burdening the country s meagre 
water resources, he said. 

The progranune will encourage the pub- 
lic not to waste a single drop of the valu- 
able commodity and adopt practices aimed 
at minimisin g consumption. accoixUng to 
tte source. 

It will also attempt to elucidate the water 
situation in Jordan, he said. 

The campaign will target the public sec- 
tor and focus on homemakers, the source 
sud, ?ddin g that the ministry ^ 
vene seminars and other activities m the 
course of the campaign’s implementation 

Radio, television and the press will be 


he added. , ... 

mth. Minister of Water and Im- 
intiier Haddadin announced that 
mment was considering a 
I irrigation strategic plan which 
the establishment of a nanonai 
I irrigation data bank as well as 
I studies on subterranean water 
aipport developmental planning- 
m, based on an indepth stud^ 
d that population pressure and 


subsequent water demands were increas- 
ing. 

It stated that an individual's consump- 
tion of water averages to a daily 85 litres 
while the total annual consumption of 
water in Jordan reaches 550 million cubic 
metres, according to the source. 

He affir med that the water campaign will 
be mostly presented on radio and televi- 
sion in Arabic and English. 

Other government departments, inchid- 
ing the miniscries of Awqaf and Islamic 
affairs and Youth and Culture are slated to 
paiticipale in the campaign. 

Ministry teams will be visiting factories 
to encourage their adherence to regula- 
tions concerning water consumption, 
while representatives of the ministcy, the 
Jordan Valley Authority (JVA) and other 
departments will be asked to discuss the 
water situation. 

Director of the ministry’^ Public Affairs 
Department Adnan Zoubi was quoted by 
the local Arabic daily AI Dustour Sunday 
as confinning that the ministry is continu- 
ing with replacements of tbe'old water net- 
work which, he said, is responsible for 
wasting 52 per cent of the totd amount of 
water, pumped to the public for domestic 
and industrial puiposes. through leakage. 

He also said that the ministry has 
employed additional technical teams to 
mend broken water pipes which are also 
responsible for water leakage. 





NEWS IN 
BRIEF 


Family planning 
seminar to convene 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Offi- 
cial and non-govenunen- 
tal CMganisations involved 
in implementing the sec- 
ond phase of a National 
Tnrrfaniafi Strategy on 
Family Plaoniog will par- 
ticipate in a four-day 
wotksht^ to be held at 
the Amra Hotel Monday 
by the National Popula- 
tion Commission (NTC). 


Premier to speak at 
JBA meeting 

AMMAN (Petra) — 
Prime Mini^ Abdul 
Salam Majali will be 
guest speaker at a meet- 
ing to be cKganised by the 
Jordan Businessmen’s 
Association (JBA) on 
May 17. According to a 
JBA statemenL the pre- 
mier is expected to dis- 
cuss economic issues and 
goven^eot plans as well 
as issuK pertaining to the 
private sector. 


Jordan to 
dispatch 
relief 
supplies 
to Iran 



Prime Minister Abdul Salam M^ali Monday receives President of the Jordan Con- 
tractors Associatum Wael Touqan. The prime minister voiced appreciation for the 
association’s development projects (Petra photo) 


Italian goods to be displayed in exhibition 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Jor- 
danian transport pian^ is 
slated to leave Amman for 
Tehran today carrying 
relief siqiplies to vicams of 
die earAquake whidi hit 
eastern Iran Samrday 
killing as many as 2,400 
people, according to a 
statement by the Jordan 
Hashemite Charity Otgani- 
sation (JHCO) released 
Monday. 

According to the 
announcement, die plane, 
to be sent on dire^ves 
from His Majesty King 
Hussein, will transpoit 
tents, blankets, medical 
equipmenL medicine ao(i 
food supplies as an expres- 
sion of Jordanian solidarity 
with the Iranian peopk. 

The King had sent a cable 
of condolences to Iranian 
President Ali Akbar Hasbe- 
mi Rafsanjani exisessing 
the Jord^an people's 
grief over the victims of the 
eardiquake. 

HRH Crown Prince Has- 
san also sent a cable of 
condolences to President 
Rafsanjani, requesting per- 
mission to send the r^ef 
supplies. 

The JHCO previously 
sent shipments to countries 
in Europe, Africa and Asia 
during nahiral disasters in 
those places. 

The relief supplies are 
normally collected from 
the Minlbtry of Health and 
private pharmaceutical 
companies in the Kingdom. 

The earthquake, which 
measured 7.1 on the Richter 
scale and is considered the 
worst since 1990 when 
more than .35 J)D0 people 
were killed hit 200 Iranian 
villages, inflict^ ^ve 
dain^e on ..edifices and 
leaving tens of thousands 
bomel^. 


By Nadia Miikhlis 

Special lo the Jordan Tinas 

AMMAN — Under the 
patronage of the Miiuster 
of Trade, Industry and 
Supply Hani MulU, the 
Intelligentsia Corporation 
is hosting an exhibition of 
Italian equipment and 
products (&PE 97) at the 
Amman International 
Motor Show from Mayl4 
—18. 

The Italian economic 
delegation comprised of 
37 businessmen and head- 
ed by President of the Jor- 
danian-Italian Industrial 
Chamb^ Sergio Marini, 
will cover aspects of eco- 
nomic relations between 
Italy and the Arab World. 
Miicb may lead to a large 
network of commercial 
cooperation as well as 
exchanges of new 
thoughts and ideas. Gen- 
eral Director of Intelli- 
gentsia Jamal Naji said. 

A counterpart meeting in 
Amman’s Chamber of 
Commerce will take place 
between the Italian dele- 
gation and Arab and Jor- 
danian economists, 
according to Mr. Naji. 


On Tuesday, a trip to 
Sahab Industrial City has 
been organised to demon- 
strate the Jordanian ex^te- 
rience in the industrial 
field as well as possibili- 
ties of joint ventures 
between t& two counties 
in friture, he added. 

Later, speeches will be 
given by Chairman of the 
Amman Chamber Of 
Commerce Issa Murad, 
Chairman of the Amman 
Chamber of Industry 
Khaldoun Abu Hassan. 
Genera] ' Manager of 
Export Development 
Mohammad HaJayka. 
General Manager of the 
Investment Promotion 
Corporation Rema Badran 
and Italian Ambassador 
Francesco CeniUi to dis- 
cuss bilateral economic 
relations. Mr. Naji con- 
cluded. 

Discussions are expect- 
ed to clarify modem tech- 
nologies which have 
appeared mainly due to 
the rapid economic 
growth in- the Middle East, 
especially after the peace 
process. Intelligentsia 
officials said. 

The exhibition will 


include difierent demon- 
strations such as textiles, 
engineering companies 
operating in foe field of 
industrial plant design, 
classic furniture, sanitary 
appliances, shoes, clothes, 
marble, cars, veneer, alu- 
minium. cooling systems, 
water filters and more, 
Mr. Naji explained. 

The Ministry of Agricul- 
ture and local companies 
are participating. 

The benefits are expect- 
ed to be translated into 
immediate deals and facil- 
itating Jordanian invest- 
ments for Italian agencies, 
he stated. 

Cooperative dimensions 
are predicted to take a 
major part in these meet- 
ings as' well as ways of 
accelerating and expand- 
ing commercial coopera- 
tion and foe circle of econ- 
omy. 

P^cipating members 
include Italian industrial- 
ists. ^dnomists and 
agents, along with Jordan- 
ian and Arab economists 
and businesspersons. 


Seminar opens with call to graduate qualified nurses 


AMMAN (Petra) — President of 
the Nursing and Midwives Asso- 
ciation (NMA) Hasbem Salameh 
Monday stated that rapid popu- 
lation growth obliges nursing 
schools to license an increased 
number of qualified graduates. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion of a workshop entitled 
“Towards Better Nursing Care,” 
Mr. Salameh noted that seven 
schools currently saduate nurs- 
es and midwives but that more 
are required that qualified per- 
sonnel might work in hospitals 
in the southern regions of Jor- 
dan. 

Two of the nursing schools are 
run by the Ministry of Health, 
two by state universities and two 
by private universities in addi- 


tion to a nursing school run by 
the Jordanian Armed Forces 
Royal Medical Services, he con- 
firmed. 

Highly qualified nursing grad- 
uates are employed both in Jor- 
dan as well as other Arab coun- 
tries, he added. 

Her Majesty Queen Noor dele- 
gated Minister of Social Devel- 
opment Mohammad Mamser to 
open the meeting, the second of 
its kind to be held by the nursing 
association. 

The meeting will cover nine 
reports dealing with various 
aspects of nursing practices in 
Jordan, care for .cancer patients 
and legislation governing nurs- 

r. Mamser maintained that 


the success of primary health is 
incumbent oo the nursing pro- 
fession. 

Even the work of renown 
physicians can only succeed 
when supported by good nurs- 
ing, he added. 

The minister lauded the efforts 
of Jordanian nurses in serving 
their nation. 

Head of the NMA Scientific 
Committee Ahmad lUatib 
described the meeting, organ- 
ised in observance of World 
Nursing Day. as part of a series 
of activities to promote nursing 
in Jordan. 

Ms. Jamie Majali, wife of 
Prime Minister Abdul Salam 
Majali, attended the opening 
session. 
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Russia, Chechenya sign 
‘historic’ peace accord 


MOSCOW (R) — President 
Boris Yeltsin and Chechen 
leader Aslan Maskhadov 
si£[ned a peace accord Mon- 
day, promising an end to 
400 years of intermittent 
conflict between Moscow 
and the independence-seek- 
ing north Caucasus region. 

“We have signed a peace 
deal of historic dimensions, 
putting a full stop to 400 
years of history," Interfax 

News Agency quoted Mr. 
Yeltsin as saying after the 
signing ceremony. 

"Some kind of war was 
going on throughout this 
period and the people felt 
insecure." 

ITAR-TASS news agency 
quoted Mr. Maskhadov as 
solving: ‘Today we have en- 
ded the 400-year confron- 
tation. regardless of those 
who wanted the war to con- 
tinue." 

The deal aim.s to turn lost 
year’.'4 cea.serire between 
Moscow and the separatist 
region, conquered by Rus- 
sia in the lu.st century'* into a 
lasting peace. 

The irucc hud halted a 21- 


monih war in which tens of 
thousands of people died in 
an ill-fated Russian military 
operation to crush Cbechen- 
ya's independence drive. 

The (kal included the 
withdrawal of Russian 
troops and the deferral of 
any decision on Cheeben- 
ya's status until 2001. 

‘The war is ending, for 
the fitst time in the lustory 
of relations between Mos- 
cow and Grozny, and the era 
of peace is starting." Mr. 
Maskhadov said on arrival 
in Moscow. 

liie long history of mili- 
tary conflict between Russia 
and Chechenya includes a 
bitter war in the 19th centu- 
ry as the Chechens resisted 
Russia's drive to conquer 
the north Caucasus. 

Soviet dictator Josef Sta- 
lin deported the whole Che- 
chen people to Central Asia 
in 19^, accusing them of 
collaborating with the inva- 
ding Nazi troops. They were 
only allowed to return in the 
1950s. 

.Monday's talks were the 
first meeuna between Mr. 


Yeltsin and Mr. Maskhadov 
since Mr. Maskhadov, a for- 
mer Soviet colonel who led 
Chechen military resistance 
to the Russian forces, was 
elected Chechen president 
in January. 

He has vowed to fight for 
^ independeDce for his 
region, a demand which 
Moscow rejects out of hand. 

Mr. Yeltsin said the acc- 
cord consisted of only one 
point peace treaty has 
been signed. This is the gist 
of it” 

Mr. Yelt^ had said the 
talks were aimed at declar- 
ing “our firm intention ne- 
ver to use force or threaten 
to use it in relations bet- 
ween the Russian Federa- 
tion and the Republic of 
Ichkeria" — the name fa- 
voured by the Chechen sep- 
aratists. 

The meeting took place 
two days after gunmen Itid- 
napped a Russian television 
crew in Chechenya, posing 
a new challenge for tte sep- 
aratist leaders and souri^ 
the atmosiAere. 

It was the latest in a series 


' of kidn^il^gs and Russian 
officials said these, together 
with two explosions in 
soutbem Russia, bad com- 
plicated the pFoq>ect$ for 
talks. 

Both sides have thrown 
responsibility for the events 
on to un^iec^fied ‘‘parties of 
war” which want to wreck 
the peace process. 

“It is widiin our powers to 
stop confrontation, conflicts, 
acts of teoDrism and hos- 
tage-taking," Interfax quoted 
Mr. Yeltsin as saying. ‘The 
Chechen aumorities must 
secure the safety of journal- 
ists and other people wotk- 
tng in tile republic.” 

He also said all Russian 
servicemen held by the 
Chechen side must be 
released. 

Mr. Maskhadov is also 
expected to meet Prime Mi- 
nister Viktor Chernomyrdin 
to sign a series of economic 
accords. Those would open 
the way for economic aid 
from Moscow to the region, 
much of which was 
destroyed in the Russian 
military qKrations. 


ANC admits mistakes in anti-apartheid fight 


CAPETOWN (RJ — South 
Africa's ruling African 
N.Tiionul Congress tANC'i 
apologised Monday for 
civilian deaths caused by its 
war against apartheid, say- 
ing .some guerrillas had 
been impetuous, ill-disci- 
plined or badly trained. 

President Nelson Mande- 
la's party issued the apology 
in a statement to Archbi- 
shop Desmond Tutu's Truth 
and Reconciliation Com- 
mission. drafted in response 
to questions from tire com- 
mission following an initial 
presentation in August. 

The ANC statement re- 
peated the party's position 
that its armed struggle 
against apartheid. launched 
in 1960. had been a just war 
and that civilians bad never 
been deliberately targeted. 

“(We) certainly had the 


capacity to kill many thou- 
sands of civiliws." the 
statement said. “This would 
have been easy to do, but 
we never took tiiis route.” 

It referred to several 
bombs which killed civil- 
ians in crowded city streets 
or bars, and said: 

"We regret the deaths and 
injuries to civilians arising 
from aimed actions. We 
apologise to the next-of-kin 
for the suffering and hurt.” 
It said two such bombings 

— one at a Durbw bar that 
killed three civihans and 
wounded about 60. and ano- 
ther outside ^ force head- 
quarters in centra] Pretoria 

— had been mistimed. 
“Some recruits bad sket- 
chy political understanding 
of the nature of the strug- 
gle... Some were never thor- 
oughly under the discipline 


of the ANC...Some attacks 
occurred because of anger," 
the statement said. 

"At times insufficient 
trsuning could have resulted 
in situations in which (guer- 
rillas) were not able to en- 
sure that explosions took 
place at the intended time.” 

Mr. Mandela set up the 
Truth Commission in 1995 as 
an impartial investigation 
into Climes and hu man rights 
abuses during three decades 
of race war. The intention 
was that by revealing tiie 
truth of tile period, recondli- 
ation would be achieved. 

No reliable figures are 
available on the number of 
civilians killed by ANC 
guerrillas but the party list- 
ed scores of bomb or gun 
attacks that claimed civilian 
casualties during the 1980s. 

The ANC also responded 


to questions by the Truth 
Commission ab^ the treat- 
ment of its own dissidents in 
exile and about its feud with 
chief Mangosuthu Butbele- 
zi’s Inkatha Freedom Party. 

The statement said those 
responsible for ill-treatment 
of ANC {»isoneis had been 
disciplined. 

The statement described 
the feud with Tnkatha, in 
which about 15,000 people 
died between the mid-1980s 
and the mid-1990s, in terms 
of the ANC theory that the 
party was the target of a 
“third force” of apartiieid- 
era hit squads. 

"The violence was the' 
work df the state, was oiga- 
niscMi at the highest level 
and was aimed at strength- 
ening the band of the gov- 
ernment at the negotiations 
table,” the statement said. 


Chirac drops in on Cannes as centre-right gains 


PARIS iR) — Conservative 
President Jacques Chirac 
d^ped in on the Cannes 
Film Festival Sunday to rub 
shoulders with stors'as new 
polls showed his centre- 
right gaining strength in a 
parliamentary election cam- 
paign. 

The French leader as- 
sumed a shuq^ly higher pub- 
lic profile o.'« a second poll 
in as many days showed the 
government building on its 
lead over the left two weeks 
before ihe first-rnund vote 
m the May 25-June 1 snap 
NarionnI .Assembly election. 

The !aie>t poll, a Si'fres 
sutA'cy to iippe.ir in Mun- 
da> 's Le Figaro newsp;iper, 
showed the govemnient 
would win between .Vs8 and 
.'70 .scats compared to 18.'- 
21.^ seats for the combined 
iefi iuid one to three seats 
for the far-right National 
Front. 

.Sofres found that 41.5 per 
cent of voters said they 
would back the combined 
left in the first round, just a 
half u point loss than in a 
simiku' pull conducted a 
week earlier. 

.At the .same time. .'9.5 per 
cent said they would vote 
for the combined right, 
cunipured to .'8 per cent a 
week earlier. Fourteen per 
cent said ihev favoured the 


National Front, against 15 
per cent in the earUer poll. 

But in the second round, 
many National From back- 
ers would shift to main- 
stream rightist candidates, 
putting the centre-right so- 
lidly in the lead in terms of 
assembly seats. 

Reflecting the volatility of 
the race its apparent 
failure to catch voters' inter- 
esL 3 1 per cent of those sur- 
veyed said they might still 
change their minds. 

Si.\ty-one per cent said 
they felt the election out- 
come would have almost no 
imp.icl on their lives. 

Sociali.st Party leader Lio- 
nel Jospin, touring a Paris 
marketplace in search of 
votes Sunday, said the polls' 
ups and downs show-^ the 
French people were unhap- 
py with the current govern- 
ment but "a bit afraid of 
change." 

“The worst, after four 
years of the current majori- 
ty. would be to keep them 
for another five years." Mr. 
Jospin said. “If the French 
people hope to regain their 
sense of the future, they 
must dare to change." 

Former Interior .Minister 
Charles Pasqua. a member 
of Mr. Chirac's Gaullist RPR 
and a one-time close ally of 
the president, said the gov> 


entment must offer new 
policies and "a new team" 
to head off a leftist victory. 

Though he did not spe^- 
icaily rule out the current 
prime minister, it was ano- 
ther blow to Gaullist Alain 
Juppe, who has come under 
a steady stream of sniping 
from political allies over 
lacklustre leadership of the 
government's campaign. 

Asked in an interview 
with Le Figiuo who should 
be named premier should 
the centre-right retain po- 
wer, Mr. Pasqua responded: 
“Someone who is deter- 
mined, who is charismiuic 
and knows how to convince 
people... There is an embar- 
rassment of choices." 

On the far-right. National 
From leader Jean-Marie Le 
Pen said France would cut 
off all aid to immigrants 
should the Front win power, 
thus “letting them leave" 
rather than booting them out 
of the country. 

“If they have the means to 
come here, they will be wel- 
comed as visitors, but if 
they lack the means, we will 
offer them neither schooling 
nor free health care nor a 
job." he told cheering sup- 
porters in Nice, southern 
France. 

Another way to encourage 
immigrants to leave would 


be to offer them loans to 
help set up businesses back 
hoi^, faesaid. 

Communist Party leader 
Robert Hue tried to smooth 
over a growing rift with 
France's Sod^ts over 
post-election plans should a 
leftist coalition win. 

Socialist leader Jospin 
“would say no to a new 
wave of austerity to meet 
the Maastricht Treaty re- 
quirements (for European 
Moneta^ Union) and 
would institute a policy of 
social progress." Mr. Hue 
said in an article to appear 
in Monday’s edition of the 
Communist Party newspa- 
per L’Humanite. 

"If this condition — no 
more austerity — were ful- 
filled. then whatever the 
words that were used, this 
would mean a path otiier 
than the current policy of 
hearting toward a si ng le 
Europe currency.” Mr. 
Hue said 

The Socialists would need 
the Communists to form a 
government in case of a vic- 
tory of the combined left. 
But the two parties have 
been sparring over whether 
the Socialists would agree 
to Communist ministers in 
the cabinet or a shift away 
from a single cuireocy 
beginning in 1999. 



Cbechen leader Maskhadov (teft) and Russian President Boris Yeltsin sign an 
accord in the Knmlin Monday, as members of the Chechen and Russian ddegadons 
look on (Reuter photo) 


India, Pakistan to free 

T 

prisoners, set up hotline 


KURUMBA. Maldives (R) 

— The leaders of India and 
Pakistan Monday ^reed to 
release each others' na-tion- 
als held in prison and set up 
a telephone hotline to ease a 
half-decade of tension. 

In the highest level bilat- 
eral talks in four years, 
Indian Prime Minister Inder 
Kumar Gujral and his Pa- 
kistani counterpart, Nawaz 
Sharif, decided to establish 
woiki^ groups to address 
all outstanding issues divid- 
ing the two South Asian 
rivals. 

The two sides agreed tiiat 
one of the groups would be 
devoted to Kashmir, the 
most contentious issue bet- 
ween the two foes, Pakis- 
tani Foreign Secretary 
Shamshad Ahmad^ told 
reporters. 

During talks which broke 
down in 1994, New Delhi 
had balked at bringing the 
Kashmir issue to the table, 
while Islamabad had insist- 
ed that progress on oiher 
issues w^d depend on In- 
dia’s willingness to discuss 
the quarrel over Hima- 
layan region. 

Mr. Shsuaf told a crowded 
news conference after their 
9(>']xunuie talk that die two 
nations’ fcaeign secretaries 

— the hipest ranking civil 
servants in the foreign min- 


istries — would meet in 
fciMmflhaHj perhaps in June. 

Nfr. Ahmad said the sec- 
ond round of talks between 
the foreign secretaries, who 
met in Mantii. would be 
devoted to establishing “a 
comprehensive mechanism 
to address all outstanding 
issues between the two 
countries, and here I em- 
phasise, including the core 
issue of Jammu and Kash- 
mir." 

India and Pakistan both 
stake a claim to the divided 
region, the cause of two of 
the three wars between the 
foes since independence in 
1947. 

Indian police and hospital 
officials say more than 
20,000 people have died in 
Jammu ^^nd Kashmir state 
since a separatist insur- 
gency erupt^ in 1990. 

Both men appeared posi- 
tive after thrir first face-to- 
face meeting, held on a re- 
sort island in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago of the 
Maldives. 

Mr. Gujral called the mee- 
ting wifli Mr. Sharif- *\ery 
warm, very friendly,” while 
the Pakistani leader said the 
talks were very construc- 
tive. 

T tike the man very 
much,” Mr. Sharif said of 
his Indian countieupart 


Both sides announced the 
most important concrete 
steps since laimching the 
fresh peace talks in March. 
Before Monday’s meeting, 
the foreign secretaries had 
met in New Delhi in March, 
followed by the foiei^ mi- 
nisters in April, also in die 
Indian ctqntaL 

“We exceed to a hotline 
between both of us,” Mr. 
Gujral told the news confer- 
ence, held m a discotheque 
next to a bar at die luxury re- 
sort on Kurumba Island. The 
two leaders met on the side- 
lines of a regional summiL 

At their meeting in April, 
the foreign ministers agreed 
to release fishermen held in 
each odiers* jails. Mr. Guj- 
ral and Mr. Sharif expanded 
the amnesty to all civilian 
prisoners. 

There were no estimates 
of how many Indian and Pa- 
kistani nationals were held 
in each others’ prisons. Mr. 
Ahmad said neither country 
is holding any political pris- 
oners from the (xber nation. 

Mf. Ahmad said the hot- 
line will be the first between 
the two nations’ leaders, 
although there has been a 
hotline linking the diiec- 
u^s-general of military 
operations of both countries 
since 1986. 


Up to 7 believed dead on Everest 


WELLINGTON (R) — Up to seven people 
are missing, presut^ dead, on the noitb- 
em face of Mount Everest, a spokeswoman 
for a New Zealand expedition on the 
world’s highest peak said Monday. 

The climbers, vdio are believ^ to have 
perished in a stonn, included three 
Kazakhs, one German, a Nepali Sherpa and 
an unidentified climber. Sue I^Uy of 
Advennite Consultants said. 

She said the New Zealand expedition 
leader. Guy Cotter, based on the south side 
of the mountain, was rung by fellow New 
Zealander Russell Brice, ^o is running an 
expeifltion on the north side. 

"Brice reported five dead and I’ve since 
read another expedition’s Internet page, 
which reported seven missing presumed 
dead,” said Ms. Kelly. 

She said the missing were ail on the north 


side of the mountain. 

An Internet page run by the Mountain 
Zone carried excerpts from a satellite call 
by Everest expedition leader To^ Bur- 
l^n, made from the Everest base camp. 

“We do have some news from the north 
side — it’s not very good. The Kazakhstan 
pa^ that went up — several of them sum- 
mited, and five people died on the descent,” 
Mr. Burleson said. 

The p^e carried an ettitor s note report- 
ing tbk latest sources suggested seven 
deaths from the North Face Team lluee 
from Kazakhstan, one from Korea, one 
from Germany, one Sherpa from Nep^ and 
one other person whose nationality was not 
known. 

The Mountain Zone said the group was 
cai^t in a severe storm 200 metres below 
the summiL 


China launches satellite after failures 


BEITING (R) — China Mon- 
day success^Iy fired a do- 
mestic telecommunicatioas 
satellite into orbit in a night 
launch likely to give a vital 
boost to the country’s space 
industry after a recent string 
of high-profile failures. 

A Long March 3A rocket 
fir^ the Dongfanghong-3 
(East Is Red) Communica- 
tions satellite into orbit just 
after midnight frx)m the 
Xiebang Launch Cenire in 


southwestern Sichuan pro- 
vince, a spokeswoman for 
China Aerospace Coip. said 
by telephone. 

"The rocket launch was 
entirely successful," the 
spokeswoman said. "(We) 
are currently continuing to 
track the satellite.” 

International satellite in- 
surers had been waiting for 
the launch of the Dong- 
fangfaong-3, which fol- 
lowed the failure of two ma- 


j/cx launches last y^, say- 
ing a third loss could ftirtbCT 
drive up inflated premiums 
on Chinese launches. 

An S230 million [ntelgat 
708 satellite was lost in 
February 1996 after its ro- 
cket veered off course and 
exploded, killing six people. 

In August, a U.S.-built 
domestic commuoications 
satellite was stranded in a 
useless orbit by a Long 
March 3 rocket. 


Chirac heads to China to holster pragmatic relations 


PARIS (AFP) — President 
Jacques Chirac's visit to 
China this week which will 
be the first there by a French 
head of state for 14 years, 
Iook.s .set to bolster bilateral 
tics, already noniialised fol- 
lowing the brushing aside of 
disputes over human rights 
and Taiwan. 

Paris, which no longer 
conceals its economic ambi- 
tions in the potentially vast 
Chinese market, clearly sig- 
nalled its new pragmatic 
approach last month when it 
withdrew its traditional ba- 
cking for the annual resolu- 
tion before the U.N. Human 
Rights Commission con- 
demning Chinese human 
rights policy. 


Chinese Premier Li Peng 
bailed the French move as a 
"perceptive and intelligent 
decision" on the part of Mr. 
Chirac. 

Relations between France 
and China deteriorated fol- 
lou*ing the Tiananmen 
Square massacre of June 
19S9. when Chinese troops 
opened fire on unarmed stu- 
dent protestors in Beijing. 

The military crackdown, 
sanctioned by late Chinese 
patriarch Deng Xiaoping, 
resulted in hundreds, or per- 
haps thousands, of deaths. 

Between 1992 and 1994, 
ties were soured following 
the sale of French ffigates to 
Taiwan — regarded by Chi- 
na as a renegade province 


— followed by 60 Mirage 
2000-S fighter planes. 

Such controversies have 
been smoothed over by 
French diplomats whose 
current aim is to help 
French business increase its 
macket share in C hina by 
creating a favourable politi- 
cal ctimate. 

In 1994, France's share of 
die Chinese maiket was 
only 1.9 per cent, behind 
Germany’s 5.5 per cent, the 
United States' eight per cent 
and Japan's 16.2 per cent, 
according to official flgures. 

Althou^ France's tardy 
entry to the Chinese market 
is a symptom of protracted 
politi^ differences. Paris 
was the first Western capital 


to resKXe diplomatic rela- 
tions with Beijing at ambas- 
sadorial level in 1964. when 
China became a nuclear 
power. 

Neither the Chinese Cul- 
tural Revolution of 1965- 
1969. nor Deng's introduc- 
tion of economic i^orms, 
raised France to the level of 
major investor in the coun- 
try. and any progress there 
might have been was :d>- 
ruptly ended by the Tianan- 
men crackdown. 

However, the fall of the 
Beilin Wall at the end of 
1989 and the coU^se of the 
Soviet Union two years later 
prompted dte French gov* 
ernment to resume ties with 
Beijing. 


Roland Dumas, France’s 
Socialist foreign minister, 
travelled to China early in 
1991 during a brief rap- 
prochement which falter^ 
over the sale of French mil- 
itary ^uipment to Taiwan. 

Beijing's wrath was im- 
mediate. French companies 
were {xon^tly excluded 
from all major projects, the 
French consulate in Guang- 
dong. soudiem China, was 
clo^ and top-level rela- 
tions were suspended. 

France’s misfortune was a 
godsend to its competitors, 
especially the Gennans and 
Italians, and damaged ties 
were not repaired until 
1993, following a vbit by 
Jacques Friedmann, specie 


envoy of then Prime Minis- 
ter Edouard Balladur. 

That rapprochement was 
firmed up in January 1994 
with the public^on of a 
joint statement in which 
France pledged to cease sel- 
ling arms to Taiwan once it 
had honoured existing con- 
tracts and reaffirmed Bei- 
jing’s sovereignty over the 
island. 

In return, China once 
again agreed to accept 
French investment 

Tl^ months later, in 
April. Mr. Balladur trav- 
elled to China, but had to 
cut short the visit because 
dissidents were arrested in 
Shanghai. 

Relations again leapt for- 


ward when Li Peng visited 
France in April 1996 for a 
trip which clinched a con- 
tract for the purchase of 30 
Aiibus aircraft 

In response, human eights 
champion Martin Lee, lea- 
der of the Hong Kmig De- 
inociats, charged that 
France was more interested 
in selling Airbus to Chin fl 
than in defending liberties. 

Mr. Chirac dropped Hong 
Kong from bis visit to 
which begins Thuisd^ and 
ends next Sunday, after he 
announced new parliamen- 
tary elections in Trance to 
be held on May 23 and June 


Britain 
plans new 
research! 
Gulf War 
Syndrome 

LONDON (R) — Britt 
new Labour govetnn 
announced plans SUD 
for more research into ( 
War Syndrome and to 1 
rove the health care of ' 
erans- 

Minister for the An 
Forces John Reid promi 
that the health and weL 
of ex-servicemen and ' 
men would be a top pri 
ty for the govenuneoL 
“We have an obligai 
to investigate sympath 
cally and thoroughly ; 
iiinfc« suffered by th 
who have served tl 
country and to provide 
the resources necessary 
treat them,” Mr. R^ s 
in a statement 
‘The veterans have ev 
right to expect us to g 
urgent attention to d 
coacems...Tbat is the d 
of honour that our gove 
ment owes to those w 
serve our country," 
added. 

Making good on an eli 
tion pronuse of a fair-d 
to Gulf War veterans, T 
Reid said one of the fi 
meaures of the 3four-po 
plan would be to invite v 
oans and their repiesen 
tives to meet with him 
discuss their health pre 
l^ns. 

The government al 
planned to extend zesear 
programmes into the cat 
es of the Gulf War Sy 
drome including invesdg 
tioDS into exposure to cfa 
mical weapons and oig 
nophosphate pesticides. 

Veterans claim that e^ 
dence gathered in ti 
United States supports U 
theory that a “cocktail” 
immiinisarin ns tO pTOte 
them from chemicM ai 
biological warfare and pe 
ticides may be responsibl' 
**No stone must be le 
unturned and 1 have tock 
authenised an investigatic 
into die consequences ft 
the health of our servk 
personnel of the combixu 
tion of vaccines and tablet 
they took during the Gu 
War, so that all possibUitie 
are considered.” Mn Rei 
added. 

The government has als 
asked for a full explanatio. 
of the scientific basis o. 
which the preventativ 
measures were used durin; 
the Gulf War in 1991 fol 
lowing Iraq’s seizure o 
Kuwait, and plans to inc 
tease ftjnding into a med 
ical assessment programmi 
to ensure that ^ veteram 
can be seen by doctor 
quickly. 

The Labour Party, whitl 
ousted the Conservativef 
after 18 years in power in t 
May 1 election, had beer 
critical of the previous gov- 
ernment's policy on Guli 
War Syndrome, accusing 

them of lagging hfthlnri 

with research and compen- 
sation for veterans. 

The Conservative gov- 
ernmrat bad been reluctant 
to reco^iise Gulf War Syn- 
drome, insisting there was 
no sii^e cause to explain 
the illnesses and attributing 
the ailments, ranging from 
chronic fatigue and asthma 
to depression and skin ail- 
ments, to the stress of the 
war. 

'Wterans welcomed the 
latest government initia- 
tives and praised them for 
their quick work. 

“It's absolutely gieaL 
They have stuck to their 
electimi promises. This is 
going to make a big im- 
pact Tony Flint spokes- 
man for the National Gulf 
Veterans and Families As- 
sociation. told Reuters. 

“For the past four years 
we felt like we were hitting 
our heads against a brick 
wall, now that wall has col- 
lapsed. We hope the Minis- 
oy of Defence (MOD) will 
take notice of research 
done in America and cany 
on from that point.'’ he ad- 
ded. 

About 51,000 Britons 
served in the Gulf War and 
up to 4,000 veterans and 
their femilies have illness- 
es. Some are restricted to 
wheelchairs and others say 
flieir children have been 
win with serious birtii 
defects. 
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A group of French soldiers, surrounded by local children, walk back from a drop zone foDowing a parachute jump 
outside of BrazzaviUe Monday. FVench, Belgian and Bridsb forces organised the first joint parachute exercise since 
their arrival to Congo seven weeks ago (Reuter photo) 


Political draw declared for 


Prodi, opposition in Italy vote 


ROME (R) — Political commentators 
Monday declared a draw for Italy's two 
main blocs in mayoral elecdons in which 
each side scored significaDt vicUMies, and 
said the real winner was the hard-lefi 
Communist Refoundadon Party. 

Prime Miiusier Romano Prodi's centie< 
left coalition and the centre-right Freedom 
Alliance both won four of the 10 biggest 
cities up for grabs in a decisive second- 
round vote Sunday, while the separatist 
Northern League took the other two. 

Corrieie Della Sera newspaper of K^an. 
Italy’s finance capital and a key prize won 
by the Freedom Alliance, said the draw had 
ultimately been predictable. 

But It added: “There's one sure victor 
...and Uke it or not, he's called Fausto Ber- 
tinoiti." 

An electoral pact with Mr. Beitinotti's 
Conununist Refoundadon paid off for Tu- 
rin's outgoing mayor. Valentino Castellani, 
who had trailed the centre-right badly in the 
first round.'! r . .. - . 

He won by a handful of votes. But Milan's 
centre-left candidate. Aldo Fumagalli. re- 
fused an electoral pact with the hard-left 
party and lost to businessman Gabriele 
Albertini. 

‘The moral is the same — without Re 
foundation, it's uphill for the centre-left.*’ D 
Messaggero said in an editorial. 

The Freedom Alliance said the election 
proved that Mr. Prodi’s Olive Tree Coa- 
lition was “drying up," but the centre-left 
was swift to point out that it won three 
cities, including Trieste in the north, with no 
backing ftom ha^-left. 

Mr. Ftodi relies on Mr. Bertinotti's Com- 
munist Refoundadon Parly for a parliamen- 
tary majority but key ideological differ- 
ences have strained their often testy rela- 
tionship to its limits. 

A mutiny last month by Refoundadon 
over' an Italian-led security force for 
Albania almost felled Mr. Prodi’s year-old 
government and bigger battles lie ahead 


over welfare reform. Mr. Beninotti is insist- 
ing social spending cannot be cm. 

La Stampa concluded that Mr. Bertinotti 
had come off best and that ‘^e opinion of 
the polls was certainly not reassuring for the 
prospect of a ceatre-left without Refoun- 
dation." 

It said Mr. Bertinotti's hand was strength- 
ened since Mr. Prodi would now have to 
take note of Mr. Bertinotti more than ever, 
and reckoned Refoundation would seek to 
make capital out of that influence in a spe- 
cial cross-party parliamentary commission 
on institutional reforms that is ree xamining 
Italy’s outdated constitution. 

Commentators said former Prime Minis 
ter Silvio Berlusconi's Freedom Alliance 
could be pleased with its showing but 
Rome’s le^t mayor, who faces his own 
reelection contest later this year, said Mr. 
Berlusconi did not give Mr. Prodi the drub- 
bing be bad hoped for. 

“If the Freedom Alliance, wrongly, was 
hoping for a message against the govern- 
ment. well 1 don’t think it got one." Fran- 
cesco Rutelli told La Repubblica newspa- 
per. 

But Corriere Della Sera said the fact that 
the centre-right bad a tougher time in the 
second round run-offs than against the 
wider first-round field indicated it was still 
having trouble winning over supporters of 
the separatist Northern League. 

The league, criticised for fomenting the 
kind of separatist sentiment that led to last 
week's bizarre occupation by an armed 
band of the beiltower in Sl Marie's Square 
in Venice, lost Milan but won in the north- 
ern cities of Lecco and Pordenone. 

n Messaggero said those wins proved the 
league could still attract a protest vote and 
praised Massimo D'Alema, head of the 
Reform Commission and of the Democratic 
Party of the Left, for urging lea^e leader 
Umberto Boss! to return to negotiations. 

“Ihe chase for Umberto, the prodigal son, 
is on again," it said. 


Primakov: Talks with NATO to be decisive 


MOSCOW (R) — Russian 
Foreign Minister Yevgeny 
Prim^ov has said talks bet- 
ween Moscow and NATO 
this week would show whe- 
ther the former cold war 
ibes can sign a security deal 
on May 27. 

He told Russia television 
progress had been made at 
negotiations on fo^ng a 
peaceful new relationship, 
but he could not guarantee 
that his talks with NATO 
Secretary General Javier 
Solana in Moscow Tuesday 
would solve ail problems. 

“There are still some 
loose ends, some issues 
which have to be resolved, 
and the negotiations will 


TAIPEI (R) — Taiwan will 
hold live-fire war games 
from June to August to give 
troops practice with new 
we^K>DS purchased to 
counter China's military 
modernisation, the Liberty 
Times said Monday. 

The annual Han Kwang 
13 drills, desired to test a 
range of new high-technolo- 
gy systems, would be held 
in eastern and southern Tai- 
wan. ^e newspaper quoted 
military sources as saying. 

The sources said the 
manoeuvres would involve 
new F-16 and Mirage 2000 
fighter aircraft, recently 


continue right until the 
end," Mr. Pi^akov said in 
an interview recorded on 
May 8. 

“But already on May 13 
or 14, when General Secre- 
tary Solana is in Moscow, it 
will be clear whether we 
can get to sign the docu- 
ment on May 27 or noL" 

Asked if it was still possi- 
ble an agreement would not 
be signed on the May 27 
target date set by President 
Boris Yeltsin. Mr. Primakov 
replied: “I can’t rule that 
oul” 

Mr. Yeltsin said last 
Thursday a document on 
Russia's relations with 
North Atlantic Treaty Or- 


imported from the United 
States and Ranee over Bei- 
jing's bitter objections, as 
well as newly-refitted 
M60A3 tanks. 

Also to be tested, they 
said, were several French- 
made Lafayene-class fri- 
gates nicknamed “Stealth" 
warships because of their 
ability to evade radar. 

The Defence Ministry 
declined to comment on the 
report 

In 1996. Taiwan suspend- 
ed its Han Kwang 12 drills 
to avoid exacerbating ten- 
sions with China after Bei- 
jing battered local business 


ganisation (NATO) was “98 
per cent" ready and he 
might join the coming talks 
in Moscow to try to Valise 
the deal. 

Russia opposes NATO’s 
plans to expand eastwards 
to take in new members 
the frnmer Soviet 

Bloc. 

But he has signalled he 
wants a deal on terms for a 
new partnership with NATO, 
and as many concessions as 
possible, before the Western 
defence alliance issue the 
first new'mambership invita- 
tions in July. 

Poland, Hungary and the 
Czech Republic are tiiou^t 
to be top of the list to join. 


confidence by mounting 
some eight months of intim- 
idating war games and mis- 
sile tests near Taiwan. 

Taiwan resumed live-fire 
missile exercises in March, 
taking advantage of reduced 
cross-strait tension to test- 
fire U.S. Hawk missiles in 
the Taiwan Strait. 

China has regarded Tai- 
wan as renegade province 
since a civil war split them 
in 1949 and maintained it is 
prepared to attack the island 
if the Taipei government 
abandons its pro-unification 
policies and opts for inde- 
pendence. 


Afghan 
war to 
overshadow 
C. Asian 
summit 

ASHKHABAD (AJFP) — 
The continuing war in Af- 
ghanistan will overshadow 
a summit of the Economic 
Cooperation Organisation 
(ECO) in Tur kmenistan 
aimed at boosting regional 
cooperation, diplomats 
here said. 

Created 12 years the 
ECO brings together 10 
Central Asian states for re- 
gular talks but has yet to 
deliver tangible benefits. 
Regional rrvaliy between 
Iran and Turkey as well as 
the war in Afghanistan have 
hamsming efforts to forge 
economic and trade Unlb 
between member states. 

“Economics and bus'mess 
will dominate the meetings 
at the conference but the 
war in .Afghanistan will 
occupy the hearts," a Euro- 
pean (fiplomat here said. 

On Saturday at a meeting 
with his Tajik counterpart 
in Dushanbe. Iranian pre- 
sident, All Akbar Hashemi 
Rafsanjani, stressed the 
inqKUtance of a peaceful 
solution in Afghanistan. 

“Peace in ±e region is 
the catalyst forfruicftil eco- 
nomic cooperation," said 
Mr. Rafsanjani, who re- 
cently has criticised ECO's 
lack of results. Last month 
he said he wanted to see 
some “firm decisions" ta- 
ken at diis week's meeting. 

Hopes of finding a com- 
mon approach to ending 
the I7-year-oId civil war 
were also expressed by the 
Tajik foreign minister, Tal- 
bak Nazarov. 

However, the line-up for 
Ibesday's summit which 
will be attended by leaders 
from member states Iran, 
Afghanistan, Azerbaijan, 
kflyakhstan. Tuilcey, Pakis- 
tan. Kyrgyzstan, Tajikis- 
tan, Turiemenistan and Uz- 
beldstan, reflects ±e ten- 
sions over the war. 

Hiough the purist Mus- 
lim Talebao militia control 
some two-thirds of the 
country, Afghanistan will Be 
represented by Afghan Pre- 
sident Burhanuddin Rabtfi- 
oi, who fled Kabul last Sep- 
tember before the TalebLi 
seized control of the capital. 

Mr. Rabbani shares con- 
trol of the DOithern third of 
the country with allies, eth- 
nic-Uzbek warlord General 
Abdul Rashid E)o$tum and 
a Shiite Muslim faction 
based in the central plain. 

dually, Pakistan, which 
supj^rts Taleban. is not 
sending its president like 
the other states, but Nawaz 
Sharif, the recently elected 
prime minister. A Pakistani 
diplomat here said it was 
possible that a Taleban del- 
egation could turn up on 
the fringes of the meeting. 

If they do, they will be 
interested to hear a presen- 
tation by 'Hukemen Pre- 
sidwt Saparmourad Nia- 
zov on to build a $2.S 
billion gas pipeline across 
Afghanistan. 


Taiwan war games to test 
high-tech weapons — report 


Zaire rebels talk tough 
ahead of peace talks 


LU6UMBASH1, Zaire (R) — Zairean rebels talked tough 
Monday and said peace talks Wednesday would be Presi- 
dent Mobutu Sese Seko's last chance to bow out graceful- 
ly- 

The rebels, who now control three quarters of the coun- 
try, said they were fighting their way towards the capita] 
Kinshasa under their new policy of coupling military pres- 
sure with diplomatic attempts to avert bloodshed in the city. 

Rebel leader Laurent Kabila will meet Mr. Mobutu 
aboard the South African Navy ship the Outeniqua off Con- 
go Wednesday in a second attem^ to agree on a peaceful 
transfer of power. 

‘The meeting with Mobutu Wednesday will be the second 
and last one and let no one make a mistake about that,’' 
rebel “information minister'' Raphael Ngenda told Reuters. 

His foreign affairs counteipart, Bizima Karaba added; 
“Our understanding is that we are going to the boat to 
accept Mobutu's resignation, nothing less, nothing more." 

“We have bent bac&vards to accommodate a dictator but 
everything has a limi t and we have reached ours. Wednes- 
day will determine whether we make a soft landing in 
Kinshasa or a tough military entry," Mr. Karaha added. 

Rebel comman&rs confirmed their forces were on the 
move agam. renouncing the standstill pledge they gave to 
South African President Nelson Mandela at the first meet- 
ing on May 4. 

“We are advancing towards Kinshasa. Our forces are 
walking in all directions and our destination is the capital 
city,’’ said Mr. Kabila's son Joseph, who is commander of 
retel frontline units. 

“The end should come very swiftly. I do not see the hold- 
out on Kinshasa lasting long. It will come in the next few - 
days." he added. The rebels say they are less than 200 kilo- 
metres from the teeming c^i^ of five million people. 

The rebels admit they are facing stiff resistance as they 
approached Kinshasa but say this is due to the presence or 
thousands of battle-hardened Angolan fighters from the 
Angolan rebel group U^OTA. 

Mr. Karaha said again Sunday ±at government forces 
backed by UNTTA and former Rwandan Hutu government 
troops were preparing to massacre foreigners in Kinshasa 
in order to trigger foreign intervention. He appealed to 
expatriates to leave die city. 

“It is trick Mobutu has used successfully in the past to 
sustain his legune. They are now preparing to slaughter for- 
eigners so os to spa^ an international intervention in 
Kinshasa," Mr. Kai^ said, 

appeal to foreigners to leave Kinshasa for their own 


safety and return once our forces are in control of the city. 
We are not frightening anyone. We*re just worried about 
Mobutu's latest strategy," Mr. Karaha said. 

Political manoeuvring has intensified ahead of 
Wednesday's meeting between Mr. Mobutu and Mr. Kabila. 

On the humanitarian front an aid mission to a rebel-held 
area of eastern Zaire said Sunday it had discovered thou- 
sands of Rwandan Hutu refugees, many on the verge of 
death. 

The U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, Bill Richar- 
dson. who helped bring Mr. Mobutu and Mr. Kabila togeth- 
er on May 4, said the jury was stilJ out on Mr. Kab^ila's 
democratic credentials. 

“It's very important that Zaire be managed and governed 
democratically, that he have market reforms, that he insti- 
tute human rights processe.s, that he deal with the refu- 
gees,” Mr. Richardson told U.S.-based CNN te1e\ision. 

Julian Fleet, a U.N. High Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) official, said a U.N. mission found about 5,000 
to 6,000 refugees near a village at Kilometre 82 south of 
Kisangani. 

“Many people ha\’e died there and many more are on the 
verse of death." he told reporters in IGsongani. 

Mr. Mobutu, 66. has dominated the mineral-rich country' 
at the heart of Africa for over three decades. 

The rebels, who took up arms in October, insist that Mr. 
Mobutu step down immediatelv and hand power to Mr. 
KabUa. 

Mr. Karaha said the rebels might pull out of the South 
African peace initiative if Roman Catholic Archbishop 
Laurent Monsengwo accepted the job of speaker — the 
constimtional successor to the president in the event of 
death or incapacity. 

Mobutu supporters, who have a majority in the transition- 
al parliament, voted Saturday to give him back the job. 

rebels claiming to be advancing closer toward the ca- 
pital. Western countries are finalising evacuation plans amid 
fears that Zairian soldiers may rampage through the city. 

The United States has rehearsed plans to evacuate Ame- 
ricans as preparations continued for a second face-to-face 
meeting between President Mobutu and Mr. Kabila. 

A mission of 100 U.S. Marines using two CH-53 trans- 
port helicopters, two CH-46 transport helicopters and two 
Cobra helicopter gun ships os escorts were ready to react 
quickly if fitting starts in Kinshasa, Navy Commander 
Bob Anderson said Sunday. The Marines are among about 
1,5(X) U.S. troops stationed in neighbouring Congo. 

Britain, France and Belgium also have troops in Congo 


More N. Koreans nee their hungry homeland 


SEOUL (R) — South Korea 
said its navy intercepted a 
vessel carrying 14 North 
Korean asylum seekers 
Monday — one of the lar- 
gest groups ever to flee tbe 
hunger-stricken (^omnj^st 
nation. 

Meanwhile, a U.N. aid of- 
ficial reported tiiat famin e 
was ticking like a time 
bomb in tbe country and 
could explode at any time. 

The South Korean De- 
fence Ministry said the boat 
was spotted off ±e west 
coast of the Korean penin- 
sula near a military demar- 
cation line that has split tbe 
two Koreas since tiieir 
1950-53 war. 

It probably sailed straight 
fiom the North and was 
being escorted to the west- 
ern port of Inchon, where it 
was due at around midnight 
(1500 GMT), a ministcy 
spokesman said. 

On board were two fami- 
lies, one with eight people 
and tbe other with six. 

It was one of the biggest 
defections ever from Com- 
munist North Korea. 

The largest was a group of 
17 — including 16 mem- 
bers of a single family — 


that arrived in the South last 
December after a six-week 
long epic escape through 
China and into Hong Kong. 

Last month North Korea's 
fonner top ideologue, 
Hwang Jaog-Yop, arrived in 
Seoql after an escape that 
took hinr through Beijing 
and tbe Philippines. 

In Beijing, a United Na- 
tions World Food Prog- 
raorune (WFP) official said 
hungry people in North Ko- 
rea were eating bark, leaves 
and mushrooms to stay alive. 

‘The situation is.. .a fa- 
mine in slow motion." Tun 
Myat, director of the trans- 
port and logistics division 
of the WFP, told a news 
conference. 

“It's ticking away like a 
time bomb," said Mr. Myat. 

Babies and children were 
in various stages of malnu- 
trition and hospitals lacked 
equipment and patients 
brcause people could not 
afford to send sick relatives 
for treatment 

‘They ate bark and 
leaves," Mr, Myat smd. re- 
ferring to people he saw du- 
ring a two-week visit 

“Stalks of com, cobs of 
com, empty pea and bean 


pods, mushrootn stems and 
whatever that in most other 
countries would either have 
been thrown away or would 
have at best been itsed for 
animal feed are now being 
milled into powder." 

In some areas seaweed 
had become a major staple, 
and it was difficult to say 
when the “point of no re- 
turn" would come. 

The estimates North 
Korea needs an additional 
1.3 million tonnes of food 
in 1997. It has appealed for 

200.000 tonnes worth $96 
million, but has received 
only $38 million of that to 
date. 

Separately, the South Ko- 
rean Red Cross said it 
planned to begin shipping 

15.000 tonnes of com to 
North Korea next week to 
help stave off famine. 

L« Byung-Woong said 
bis organisation also 
planned to give its North 
Korean counterpart an esti- 
mate of how much other 
food aid was planned. 

That issue had created a 
deadlock in inter-Korean 
Red Cross talks in Beijing 
aimed at speeding up aid 
shipments. The talks, held 


earlier this month, were the 
first contact between the 
two Korean organisations in 
nearly five years. 

The North demanded to 
know tbe exact amount of 
aid before it would discuss 
how the grain would be de- 
livered. South Korea wants 
food aid to go across the 
land border, instead of by 
ship, and be clearly labelled 
as having come from the 
South. 

In another development, a 
^ongyang defector living 
in Seoul reported that North 
Korean authorities foiled a 
plot by cadets at a military 
academy to assassinate top 
leader IGm Jong-Il in 1995. 

The cadets planned to axe 
Kim to death during a mar- 
tial arts display, the defector 
wrote in an article pub- 
lished by South Korea's 
Nae-Woe Press, which 
monitors North Korea. 

But the plot was uncovered 
and the ringleaders were exe- 
cuted, tbe article said. 

It added that there had 
been numerous plots since 
the 1970s to kill former 
“great leader" Kim U Sung, 
who died in 1994. and his 
son. Kim Jong-Il. 


China rejects charges of influence-peddling in U.S. 


BEUING (AFP) — China 
Monday angrily rejected 
fre^ reports that it made 
covert cash donations to 
U.S. politicians in a bid to 
buy favours and influence 
U.S. foreign policy. 

“The report that the Ame- 
rican side has found new 
evidence about China's po- 
litical contributions is sheer 
fabrication." a Foreign Mi- 
nistry spokesman said. 

The spokesman was react- 
ing to an article in News- 
week magazine Sunday that 
said China’s State Council 
bad covertly funneled al- 
most SI million to the Uni- 
ted States. 

The magazine, quoting 
unnamed ^eral law en- 
forcement oflficials, ssud tbe 
money was sent to the Uni- 
ted States through the Chi- 
nese embassy in Washing- 
ton and Chinese consulates 
in San Francisco. Los An- 
geles and HoustCMi. Tbe 
Newsweek article followed 
a Washington Post report 
last month that tbe FBI bad 
uncovered substantial evi- 
dence linking top Chinese 
leaders to an influence-ped- 
dling scheme. *‘We have no- 
ticed that some American 
newspapers and people re- 
peat^y assen that they 
have uncovered so-called 
new evidence,” the spokes- 


man said. 

“The fact is that the evi- 
dence is totally fake, or 
makes accusations against 
the wrong person,” be said, 
adding that the Chinese go- 
vernment had ne\'er autho- 
rised political donations to 
the United States. 

‘The development of Si- 
DO-U.S. relations cannot be 
controlled by money." he 
added. 

Newsweek said officials 
with a Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) special 
task force investigating the 
money flow believed it 
showed China had a de- 
tailed plan to influence U.S. 
foreign policy. The maga- 
^e said Beijing was espe- 
cially keen on influencing 
U,S. politicians because 
they were frustrated at Tai- 
wan's history of successful . 
U.S. lobbying. 

In an interview with the 
U.S.-based television net- 
work CNN Friday, (Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin had 
said there were no facts to 
substantiate the U.S. media 

Hflinis 

“My government has ne- 
ver bttn involvedin or sup- 
ported any political contri- 
butions," Mr. Jiang smd. 

“Some people in U.S. 
even claim that the top lead- 
ership in China had app- 


roved of making of political 
contributions. This has no 
base in fact," he added. 

Meanwhile. U.S. House 
of Representatives Speaker 
Newt Gingrich said Sunday 
there was less support this 
year than last for renewing 
China's trade privUeges be- 
cause of concerns over hu- 
man rights and civil rights 
in Hong Kong. 

“I don’t know if it’ll pass 
or not right now,’’ Mr. Ging- 
rich. Republican of Geor- 
gia, said on the NBC pro- 
gramme Meet Tbe Press in 
reply to a question. 

“I think that it is certainly 
a weaker vote today than it 
was a year ago. and people 
are very concerned about 
the early indications of 
Hong Kong," he added. 

But Mr. Gingrich cited 
what he called a “powerful 
countervailing argument" in 
favour of renewing Most- 
Favoured-Nation (M^) sta- 
tus advanced by Hong Kong 
leaders such as Martin Lee. 

“We want to have MFN. 
We want to have Most Fa- 
voured Nation status for a 
year," he said. MFN is the 
normal trade status enjoyed 
with the United States by 
virtually every country ex- 
cept Cuba, North I^rea, 
Vietnam and a few others. 

The U.S. ambassador to 


the United Nations. Bill 
Richardson, said in a sepa- 
rate television interview that 
the Clinton administration 
strongly favoured continu- 
ing M^ for China to help 
integrate it more closely into 
the international community 
and maintain China's sup- 
port on other issues. 

“The MFN debate comes 
up in July. We believe it's 
important to coniinue it," Mr. 
Richardson said on the CNN 
programme late edition. 

hfr. Gingrich urged Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton to recon- 
sider a Republican sugges- 
tion that the congressional 
vote be delayed or the trade 
privileges renewed for less 
than a frill year to see how 
Beijing treats Hong Kong 
when the British colony 
reverts to (2hina at midnight 
on June 30. 

“1 think that the president 
would be well-served to 
look for a signal of flexibil- 
ity' to send to the Chinese 
that he is concerned about 
human rights, that he is pay- 
ing attention to Hong 
Kong," Mr. Gingrich said. 

He said he had been “a lit- 
tle disappointed" that the 
White House had promptly 
said Mr. Clinton would veto 
any effort to delay a vote. T 
think that's the wrong sig- 
nal to China," he added. 
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Condemning Israeli torture 

LAST WEEK^S UN^ condemnation of Israeli 
torture practices confirms what the entire 
world already knows about the increasing 
resort to torture by Israeli seenrity forces 
against Palestinian detainees. Especially dam< 
aging to Israel in the Committee Against 
Torture decision were the juridical and politi- 
cal implications therein. As the Israeli hi^ 
court has condoned the use of duress gainst 
Palestinians during interrogations, the Israeli 
agents who perpetrated these criminaJ acts 
were render^ immune to any prosecution 
whether domestic or international. \Mth the 
committee’s decision eiuoying precedence over 
Israeli court decisions, even those made by the 
highest court of the land, all Israelis implicated 
in the practice become liable for international 
prosecution. 

This is where the committee’s decision calling 
on Israel to halt the practice of methodical tor- 
ture is most compelling and far-reaching. 
Henceforth even Israelis deemed accomplices 
to the practice of torture would be subject to 
prosecution by the international commnnity. 
Israel can no longer hide behind its own lax 
judicial rulings on torture. As Israel has rati- 
fied the Covenant Against Torture it is obligat- 
ed not only to implement its provisions but also 
heed the rulings of the committee which moni- 
tors the application of the covenant 
There is also a lesson in this to all the coun- 
tries which are signatories to the covenant No 
country can ever expect to escape the scrutiny 
of the U.N. committee r^iarding torture. And 
once the committee makes a ruling against any 
given country it becomes bindii^ and enforce- 
able. The international condemnation of Israeli 
torture practices has also put the spotlight on 
Israel as a country that is not as democratic as 
it claims or desires the international communi- 
ty to believe. By forfeiting its credentials as a 
free and democratic state which respects the 
rule of law. Israel stands to be further 
ostracised and isolated. The first order of busi- 
ness for Israel in the wake of the committee’s 
recent ruling is to immediately ann ul all guide- 
lines which purport to legitimise torture. New 
police instructions need to be drafted and dis- 
seminated. Above all. the country’s supreme 
court must reverse its former ruling authoris- 
ing torture by upholding the committee order 
as the law of the land. 


ARABIC PRESS COMlVffiNTARIES 


A WRITER tor A1 Ra'i daily said that Israel's celebra- 
tions these days of what they call their independence 
aniiivcrsaiy is iti reality u celebration of their continued 
mussueivs against the Palestinians and the Arab people 
in the neighbi.>uring countries. Mahmoud Rimawi said 
ihui as they hold liwir celebrations, they display to the 
whole world their racism, maintaining Aeir occupation 
of .Arab land, colonising the Palestinian territories, 
denying the Palestinians their basic rights and pursuing 
their oppression agaiast defenceless women and chil- 
dren. Coming from various pans of the world and set- 
tling in Palestine after driving most of its Arab popula- 
tion out of the eounuy, these Zionists continue to teach 
their children how to huie and kill the Arabs and 
Palestinians whose lands they have stolen, said the 
writer. The Zionists are celebrating what they call their 
independence anniversaiy by committing' violence 
against the civilian Arabs and crimes against women 
and children, Ik* added. The slate of Israel, said the 
writer, has been founded on the ruins of the Arab 
home.s of Palestine and at the expen.se of the rights of 
the indigenous population who continues to face 
oppre.ssion under occupation. 

A WRITER for the weekly A1 Majd said Monday that 
collaborators with Israel and those who offer senHces 
to the enemy after receiving promises of good life and 
remuneration should take a lesson from the Onize who 
live in the state of Israel. Arafat Hijazi said that the 
Druze citizens ser\'e with the Israeli army and they are 
stationed at the borders and in occupied /^b territories 
carrying out atrocities against the Arab people of 
Palatine and executing Israel's orders. But these Druze 
receive no better treatment from the Israeli govemmem 
for serving the Israeli army and helping the Zionists to 
consolidate their hold on Arab land than the Arab 
Israelis, said the writer. This fact came to light through 
an Israeli television documentary which recently pre- 
sented the candid view's, the complaints and the bitter- 
ness of the Druze community whose lands are also 
bein" confiscated for Jewish settlements purposes and 
who^are considered second-class Israeli citizens, said 
the writer. Despite the Druze sacrifices for the Jewish 
state with many of them fallen in the wars with the 
Arabs, and despite their loyalty to the Zionist leaders, 
said the writer, the Druze community is mistreated like 
the Arabs and their example should serve as a lesson to 
citizens, Druze or otherwise, who might ever contem- 
plate collaborating with the Jewish state. 


Empires and umpires, religion, nations and other epics 


ANTICIPATING THE commemoration of the millennium in 
a few yeats, this week I have dutifully made a quick review of 
the last 2000 years of human history. 

I conclude that there are only two truly “historic" events 
wonhy of that label on a global scale, both of which took 
place this century: the formal end of the Ottoman Empire 
around 1920 and with the Treaty of Sevres, and the move of 
the Brooklyn Dodgers baseball team from Brooklyn G^ew 
York City) to Los Angeles in 1957. 

The noito political theorist Michael Walzer has stated that 
all of human history can be summarised in terms of four basic 
political arrangements that have ever existed: multinational 
empires, consociations tbi-national or tri-national states), 
nation-states, and immigrant societies (such as the U.S. and 
Canada). In this context, the end of the CHtoman Empire is 
authentically historic because it represented the end of a polit- 
ical form — ibe multinational empire — that had flourished 
continuously throughout the world since around the middle of 
the 4th Millennium BC. N(K a bad run, as political fonns go. 

Multinational empires, for thousands of years in 
Mesopotamia, the Nile Valley, G r eec e, Rome and elsewhere, 
long provided a means for different tribal, ethnic or even 
national groups to coexist within a loose, larger framework, 
even one that was imperially imposed and not of their own 
choosing. The continuity and flexibili^ of human socie^ 
within ancient multinational em[»tes had maintained a logic 
and integrity at both the largest and smallest levels of human 
life — the local community and the global economy. The 
break-up of Ottoman lands under European colonial tutelage 
ended tUs tradition, and confirmed the nation-state as the uni- 
versal national configuration, at least at that moment in histo- 
ry. The advent of universal nation-statehood brou^t with it 
borders, passports, security systems, rajrid urbanisation, con- 
centration of power in the capital and inward-looking politi- 
cal and economic control mechanisms. It triggered a whole 
new manner in which people identified tiwmselves, and in 
which they related lo their family, ndghbours, rulers, envi- 
ronment, and their region and the world; tiiis novelty was 
sealed by the break-up of the Ottoman Empire, and encapsu- 
lated in the rise of the nation-state. . . 

The second truly s emin al event of woild histoiy in the last 
two thousand years — the move of the Brooklyn Dodgers 
baseball team r> Los Angeles — occurred soon after the 
demise of the Ottoman Empire and of the imperial pbenome- 
Qou as a whole. The Dodgers left Brooklyn primarily because 
the city would not build them a new stadium and because 
mote money could be made in Los Angeles. The symbolism 
of the move was far deeper than the geographical transfer of 
a professioual sports firaKhise; it was closer to the biological 
and psychological wminding of a community, perhaps even 
sometl^g akin to a biblical rite of sacrifice. This transcend- 
ed sports; it was a profound symbol of the oatute and direc- 
tion of human society in the mid-20di century, in that new 
land — the United States — that had become the global pio- 


neer in human social trends and natiooal^Utical configura- 
tion. It took the fragmentation of en^nie into nation-state one 
hard step further. 

The Dodgers* leaving Brooklyn fractured what bad been a 
stable communis based on cle^y defined noons of commu- 
nalism, coherence, identity and solidarhy. It sent the message 
that the financial profits and maierjal well-being of individual 
owners (and later of players) were mote important than the 
int^^ and wholeness of the wider communi^. It was, in its 
way, die first disturbing sign of post-modernism's chilly 
commitment to individualistic materialism over the collective 
securi^ of a community’s sacred imagery of itself and its 
place in the world. 

Let me state deariy — so that 1 am not accused of histori- 
cal delusions based on self-interest — that I am not and never 
have been a Brooklyn Dodgeis fan; their sppeUaiioD as the 
“bums" has always struck me as bo& accurate and af^uopri- 
ate, and eternal as well for in the important world of basd»ll 
I was and remain a New York Yankees fan- But this should not 
decraa from the nearly cosmic significance of due Brooklyn 
Dodgers’ departure from their city: the move signaled the 
of a global l^torical era diat had started in the Neolithic peri- 
od, some ten thousand years earlier, when nomadic hunter- 
gatherer families settled permanently and lived in villages 
year-round, nshwing in tiie powerful and neatly simultaneous 
advents of community, rnhaiism, social organisation, and 
identity; these four forces later in history would lead to the 
m^-phenomena of urbanism, nationalism, religion and law 
— precisely the phenomena ih^ would start to fogment and 
then ghattgr undw the post-modem fraying of community and 
pntmnndirisarinn of human cultuie that was fiist Savagely, 
cruelly symbolised by die sudden move of die Brooklyn 
Dodgers to Los Angeles. 

If you dmi’t believe me, listen to these two arise audiors. 
First, at the macro-global level listen to what the noted his- 
torian of nadonalism EJ. Hobsbawm has to say about the role 
of sports and other non-tracfitional aqiects of ' nadonalism 
after 1918, in bis book ‘'Nations and Nationalism" since 
1780: "National identification in this era acquired new means 
of expressing itself in modem, urbanised, h^-cechnoiogy 
societies— [one means was the mass media]... The' gap 
between private and public worids was also Md^d by sptvt. 
Between the wars sport as a mass spectacle was transfonned 
into the unending succession of gla^atcxial contests between 
persons and teams symbolising state-nations... The imagined 
community of millions seems more real as a team of deven 
named people. The individual, even the one who only cheers, 
becomes a symbol of his nation faiinself." 

Then, what Hobsbawm sees at the national and intemation- ' 
al level the conlemporaiy American writer Alan Lddmk, in 
his 1990 novel *3iooklyn Boy", reveals also to be a powe^ 
local sentiment winch assumes symbols of nation-stiUebood. 
The- young boy in his novel, growing up in Brooklyn in the 
1950s, refers to th6..Dodgeis basdsall team and their {daying 


field, Ebbets Field, in the foUowing terms; m 
block, three-tiered coliseum curved to a bow front with a 
blue and white striped awning marking die front enti^.. 
Here on home ground it was the entrance to a basebail field. 
Sacred baseball field. Above, from the roof, flew two un^- 
taat flags: the Stats and Stripes and the Dodger baMcr.... This 
building, with its emerald diamond within, was the place of 
true worship, the shrine visited weekly by a hundred thousand 
or more religious devotees, devout foUowcis smee chddhood, 
the long faidifuL'* ^ j.- • u u 

speaks of ±e Dodgers — remembw, mist s a bunch 
of young men jdaying witii a ball and bat ^ in terms of “his- 
tory mythology..^ national monumenL.. [and] tribal the- 
ater^' He says of the Dodgers fans that, "we. the faithful tribe 
of Brooklyn, trekked to the Shrine, and preserved our faith... 
the Dodgers remained our religion"; and of the team $ move 
to Los Angeles he writes, “only in America, perhaps, could 
they have rip^ away that shrine of devotion — the owner 
moved the team away from Brooklyn in 1957 because die 
borough wouldn't build him a grander s tadium — and later 
it witii a housuig projcct — with such impumty, sudi 
efl^ r^iTnugness, sucb casual disregard of the public will and 
die ci^’s soul.” 

This is not a lone, crazed fan, but ratber the voice,of his peo- 
ple, accurately articulating a primal attachment to place, com- 
munity and identic diat are betrayed by his alluslous to trflie. 
religion, soul and nationalism. For die Dodgeis were not just 
a qiorts team, and Brooklyn was not just a borou^ of a city 
of a gtate. in a new country. In mid-20th century immigram, 
mobile and increasingly suburbanised and individualistic 
America , spOTts took ou Other, oldcT attributes — - sports rep- 
resented the tribalism, nationalism, religion and ethnic iden- 
tic thar hari always been experienced by more anchored, tra- 
ditional communities around the world duiiiig the previous 
ten thousand years. 

So, in retrospect, die Dodgers quitting Brooklyn in 1957 
signaled a fundamental rhang e jn human values and dvilisa- 
don i. Just as the dissolution of the Ottoman Empire and the 
universalism of the nation-state had shifted the focus of 
hnman eodeavor fixim local and imperial levels to the new 
level of the formally defined and politically centralised stare, 
so did die Dodgers' departure fw Los Angeles in 1957 repre- 
sent die first signs of a shift away firom die integrity of local 
and narinnal m mmiinity to the primacy of oanow, cash- 
based, individual needs and greeds. That fundamental trans- 
fbimatimihas continued uninterrupted for the past half a cen- 
tuiy. It hi ghlights die existential historic and linear relation- 
ship between politics, histoiy. sodeQr and the individual — 
what the New Yoik-based b^ball writer Joel Sherman suc- 
cinctly refers to as amply the question of “enqiires and 
umpires" — a maner well wordi pondering as we approadi 
flie miTienniiim ^di the natiou-state anrf nationalism seem- 
ingly continuing to fray, while die growth indastries of our 
day appear to be consumerism, sports and religion. 


Until genocide is ended, 
there can be no true globalisation 
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Off line for a line 


By Sadako Ogata 

WASHINGTON — As we aU 
know, genocide, characterised 
by the intent to destroy nation- 
al ethnic or religious groups, 
is the most violent and penii- 
cious form of human rights 
violations. Yet in the decades 
since the Holocaust, we have 
not been able to prevent or hall 
even the most brutal forms of 
violence against whole groups 
of people. 

It is true that the internation- 
al human rights movement and 
especially the end of the cold 
war have brought progress. 
The allied intervention in 
northern Iraq protected the 
Kurds there. 'The humanitarian 
interventions in Somalia and 
Bosnia saved people from star- 
vation. In many other conflicts 
U.N. peacekeepers prevented 
new outbreaks ,of violence. 
Numerous liferaving relief 
tolerations were unthinkable 
some decades aga They are 
very positive, but not enough. 

did it take until August 
1995 before the people of 
Sarajevo and other besieged 
cities in Bosnia were saved by 
N.ATO and peace was pushed 
through? Is neutrality morally 
and practically viable in the 
face of widespread atrociiies? 
Why was no country prepared 
to step into Rwanda at the 
height 0 ^ the genocide in 
1994? Why was the multina- 
tional force that bad been 
authorised to come to the res- 
cue of hundreds of thousands 
of refugees in eastern Zaire 
cartcelled in December of last 
year? Thousands of people 
have perished in eastern Zriie 
since then. Hie answer to these 

questions seems clear. It is 
because the major powers per- 
ceived no strategic interests or 
because their interests did not 
converge. In that sense the sit- 
uation does not fundaiDCDially 
differ from the cold war years 
when political interests, stem- 
ming from ideological con- 
frontation, were a cause for not 
halting the killing fields of 
Cambodia. 

In my view there can be no 
true globalisation, if it is only 
economic, if we do not even 
reach out to halt genoeida! sit- 
uations. While respecting cul- 
tural diversi^, true globalisa- 
tion means universal te^ien 
for humOh rights, of the posi- 
tive side of man, of the lespon- 
sftHiiiy to provide protection 
against evil. Tliai lies at the 
hean of refugee protection. 
Now, we have to t^e it one 


step further and be prepared to 
halt the worst evil at its source. 
That is my hope at the thresh- 
old of the next miUenninm. We 
need determined potitical lead- 
ership. We need citizens who 
are prepared to look beyond 
the domestic horizon and who 
can spur reluctant politicians 
into action. 

I understand why they want 
to avmd risks involving sol- 
diers in a faraway land. One of 
the reasons why we need an 
energetic and effective United 
Nations is to mitigate these 
risks through international 
burden sharing. It is also why I 
advocate the establishment of 
an early and rapid dqiloyment * 
capability to intervene in the 
worst crisis situations. Such a 
capability would prevent esca- 
lation, would rave money and, 
what is more important, would 
save lives. 

We need a strong United 
Nations human ri^ts machin- 
eiy to prevent but also expose 
violations of human rights. We 
also need an international 
criminal coun. The potential 
Pol Pots of this world — yes. 
the planners and not just the 
perpetrators — must be 
deterred by the prospect of 
criminal justice. And is it fair 
and realistic to expect the sur- 
vivors to forgive and to co<^ 
crate if there is no justice? In 
the absence of justice, private 
revenge may prevail. 

Let me now nirn to another 
question. If we do not or can- 
not prevent massive human 
rights abuses, are we at least 
offering a safe haven to those 
escaping and knocking at our 
doors? 

In Io(Mng back, the refa^ 
issues of the 1930s and 1940s 
seem simple. While some des- 
perate Jews were arimifti-ri to 
safety abroad, tiiere were also 
many mote who were stopped 
in their tracks. In light of the 
current ddiate in the United 
Slates about asylum seekers 
without proper documents, I 
must note \bat those who man- 
aged to escape ofren did so by 
using fraudulent documents, 
issued and accepted by syaqia- 
thetic ofGcials. It may not be 
so widely known that the 
Jtqianese Consul in Estonia, 
Chhosfai Suhigara, issued hun- 
dreds of visas to allow Jews to 
leave Eun^ Also Consul 
Ryoichi Manabe provided res- 
idence permits to Jewish 
refugees to protect their stay in 
Sbaiighai. You know, of 
course, about Raoul 
Wallenberg. These episodes of 


personal couia^ aieiaqiortaiiL 
reminders that individuals can 
make a difference. 

from our vantage point in 
the 1990s, tills haunting mem- 
ory of people trapped behind 
borders was simply part of the 
world’s larger moral failure to 
confront persecution and 
genocide. Yet at the time, the 
issues seemed tt) be as com- 
plex as th^ appear today. 
High rates of uoemploymeiit, 
suspicion towards foreigners 
— especially those with 
unpopdar religious beliefi or 
political views, exaggerated 
fears of die floodgates being 
opened and fbreiga policy 
considerations had a higher 
prirmQr than the lives of the 
persecuted In our own time, 
tiiese concerns are very simi- 
lar. 

The end of the cold war has 
meant that refugee protection 
no longer dovetails so neatly 
with strategic imperatives. 
Nevertheless, the need for asy- 
lum has not diminished On 
the contmiy, the persecutors, 
torturers warmongers of 
the world have flourished in 
the current state of flux. But 
the doors are closing around 
the world Refugees are seen 
primarily as a political, eco- 
nomic arxl eovironmemal bur- 
den. They also lef^esent secu- 
liQr hazards. 

In the devdr^ied world 
while we realise i^ there are 
some economic migrants who 
^Mxse the asylum system, we 
nlisi insist that each asylum- 
s&ker has his or her case duly 
ordered and that the 
rAgee definition is not 
stripped of its meaning by a 
restrictive interpretation. One 
month ago, a new expedited 
removal procedure was insti- 
iDted at U.S. ports of entry for 
those arriving without proper 
documents. Many refugees 
will have trouble articulating 
their c laim under the condi- 
tions of detention and the 
short-time frame that are now 
in place. The new fast-track 
ivoeedure will be particulaiiy 
difScult for survivors of tor- 
ture and other extreme trauma. 
In the meantime, interdiction 
of boats at sea continues, 
brin^g to mind die voyage of 
the Sl Louis in 1939. 

We should work to fsevent 
the dqxmation of Bosnian 
lefdgees who cannot yet return 
to their own homes. It is wish- 
ful rfimlring to ayantMi that my 

ofiGce can make repatriation 
possible if political leaders in 
Bosnia are allowed to puisue 


their bmnoos policies of i»hmc 
division and if shelter is not 
leconstiucted more quickly. 
Premature returns will cause 
great human suffering and may 
destabilise a fragile peace. 

Elsewhere it is vital that the 
civilian and bumanitarian 
nature of refugee camps be 
maintained The Rwandan 
refugee camps in Zaire and 
Tanzania were controlled by 
armed men, many of whom 
were probably guilty of ^no- 
dde. Yfe asked for inrernation- 
al help in getting these people 
out of die camps. No country 
offered to get involved My 
staff had to continue feeding 
criminals as the price for feed- 
ing hundreds of thousands of 
innocent women and children. 
We should not have been left 
in that positioiL Unarmed 
relief workers are expected to 
face increasing danger in many 
situations. 

Why do we still care about 
asylum? Because, as in the 
past, it is the safest mechanism 
when all other human rights 
protections fail. I have three 
pleas. Enrst. while managing 
immigration as a legitimate 
concern, do not shut out those 
fleeing for their lives and free- 
dom. Unlike otbeis. refugees 
don't have a choice. 

Second I urge (^miioa lead- 
ers to de-dramatise and de- 
politicise the asylum debate. 
Do not let racists and xeno- 
pfaobes set the agenda. Asylum 
issues are manageable, paitic- 
ulariy in Western countries. 
The total nnmber of asylum- 
seekers in the West has been 
falling. It is neitfaer necessary 
nor helpful to invedee an atmos- 
phere of crisis in setting 
refugee policy. 

Third, 1 would ask you to 
maintain perspec ti ve. 

Throughout the ages, many 
refugees have enriched soci- 
eties. Einstein was a refugee. 
Madeleine Albright was on e. 
And refugee problems can be 
solved Millions of people do 
find refiige and millions even- 
tually do go home. Most 
refugees want deqieiaiely to 
go home, and dieir return is the 
most gratifying sight I see as I 
travel the worid 

The writer is United Nations 
high commissioner far 
refugees. The above article, 
repriniedfiam The Vibshmgton 
Post, was adtqned from a 
speech Mrs. Ogata Mivered 
at the Holocaust Memorial 
Museum on April 30. 


lb the Editor: 

I AM sure that somebody will have a rational explana- 
tioD fOT what 

happened to me tire other day, but I certainly cannot 
find one. 

It all started when I received a telqphone bill for a cer- 
tain sum of money. Really, I bad intended to pay it but 
as luck would have it the day I chose to go to the bank 
was a holiday: May 1; the next day was a Friday. And 
on Saturday my day b^an with a disconnected tele- 
phone. I had no idea tiiat to reconnect it would cause me 
so much trouble. 

1 bad about half an hour before a meeting at woric so 
I thought I could rush over and pay the bill. 

I would have never dreamed that when I would get to 
the tdephone company there would be lines that 
stretched on forever just to pay a bill. 

In spite of all the people, there was only one person at 
the one and only computer and there was only one per- 
son to take the overdue money. 

I finally reached the window to pay tiie money and. to 
my dismay, 1 was told that the sum I had to pay was not 
the figure stated, but a new figure that seemed to be a 
penalty for delay. 

I was about JD 14 short. 1 frantically a s ked whether I 
could write a check and was told that that would be no 
{xoblem only 1 had to go to the bank anH get my check 
certified. 

What use was there going to the bank to get a check 
certified? I could as well go to the bank and get rach 
_ When I ask^ the lady at the window, about closing 
time, she replied: “Oh, we stay open un^ later." 

Everyone in line volunteered the infoimation thar the 
wmdow would remain open until 8 in the evening. 

So I was late to wort I had a bewildered husband 
G^tically looking for his “missing" wife and, when 
ato ^Uvering the rest of my classes I went back to the 
telephone company to pay my bUI in its entirety. I found 
It closed! ^ 

. "P*? policeman guarding the building was really very 
helpful pd explained to me that the section where one 
pays bills shuts at around... 3 o’clock? 

I was hot, desperate. I guess be felt sorry for me 
so be (^ed an employee inside who, fortunately, was a 
very kind and understanding rnan 
He offer^ to take the money and pay the biU for me 
^ explained that I could not gp 
the same procedure another time. The man 
j^ed to be very honest and at around 8 a.m. the fol- 
w?® “y phone was reconnected. 

^ ““ happens to so many otheis. It 
A ?£ ^ to stand 

at a time. There should 
teni^y be more than one computer and more than 

As long as people con- 

of faith in thcni, there will be loss 

or laitb m the way things are mn. 

E.Yaghi, 
Amman, 

Not the only one 

Tb the Elditor: ■ ' 

My for three years. 

Wtally agree with evervtw5°’r-i!^ Kingdom and Z 
letter “^^for Lunun said in her 

^iiOTwntmg (JordanTimes.Mayll. 1997 ). 

Lanrie Abu Obeid, 

- US. m 
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Features 


Soyinka the writer in exile as ‘opposition diplomat’ 


By Zia Jeffrey 

NEW YORK — I was 
waitiQg outside a Cuban 
restaurant on Amsterxiom 
^ Avenue when Wole 
r So^nka. the Nigerian 
Nobel laureate, stepped 
up behind me. “You did- 
recognise me,” he said 
without expression. “You 
looked right past me.” 
“Why are you wearing 
that wool cap?’* 1 asked. 
It was a balmy April 
evening and 1 been 
looking for his signature 
halo of white hair. 

“Another one of those 
absurd security mea- 
sures/' he said mischie- 
vously. Soyinka, the 
playwright, poet and crit- 
ic, has been m exile since 
December 1994, when he 
fled the regime of Nige- 
ria’s dictator. General 
Sani Abacha. He has also 
learned that he is the tar- 
get of a death squad. And 
in March he was charged 
with treason. 

For more than 30 years, 
whether in Nigeria or in 
exile, he has been speak- 
ing and wridng about the 
for African writers 
to act as the conscience 
of their countries — or 
^watch helplessly as their 
^corrupt politicians con- 
solidate dieir power. 

Soyinka recalled 
that from the instant he 
saw the first legislators of 


r>^y independent Nige- 
in the late 1950s, “I 
knew the first enemy was 
wito.” He has been 
iightmg Africa's home- 
gi^n tyrants ever since. 

Soyinka in exile resem- 
bles a statesman more 
than a man of letters. “An 
opposition diplomat" is 
how he describes his 
function. 

At Wellesley College, 
where he gave the inau- 
gural speech for a confer- 
ence on Benin; he had 
^Id an audience that 
included many African 
Americans to beware of 
“fictioning” Africa, and 
that the glory of the 
Ashanti &ngdom “is 
today ^ipropriated 
men of khaki and camou- 
flage, guns and brass 
buckles." 

Yes, it is a stirring sight 
to witness an Alrican 
leader addressing the 
United Nations, be said. 

“Never mind that- he's 
just left a nation where 
millions are on the edge 
of starvation, where med- 
ical delivery no longer 
exists, where die educa- 
tional system has col- 
lapsed and university stu- 
dents have become virtu- 
ally illiterate. 

“Never mind that either 
before of immediately 
after sounding off on the 
United Nations podium, 
he and his entourage 


ttetour to the most exclu- 
sive medical clinic in 
Wiesbaden for a rontine 
medical check-up,” he 
continued, “then stop in 
London and Paris to pick 
up new million-dollar 
knickknacks for their 
wives, cronies and mis- 
tresses. Never mind fhat 
he returns home to sign a 
few death warrants for 
his alleged enemies, tried 
in secret with no more 
evidence agains t them 
than confessions wrung 
from 'witnesses’ who 
have been tortured so 
brutally that they cannot 
even be presented in 
court so that only their 
written depositions from 
the evidence against the 
condemned men.'’ 

Soyinka is a tall man, 
63, and speaks in an 
idiom all his own, mixing 
the dicdon of Shake- 
spe^ with ±e language 
of Uberation movements 
and occasional phrases in 
French. 

His statesmanlike bear- 
ing tund schedule) and 
his polMcal conveisatioa 
make it bard to remember 
that his Nobel Prize in 
1986 was for literature. 
He has written, prodnced 
and directed 'dozens of 
plays. Some have been 
staged in Europe and 
America as well as in 
Nigeria, where his “guer- 
rilla troupes’' would per- 


form in theatres, in front 
of government buildings, 
in ^antytowns and mar- 
ketplaces. 

Nowadays, he is more 
often found in ahports 
than in theatres. He 
strains to remember the 
cities be has visited in the 
previous week. He has 
been on Ted Koppel’s 
'‘Nighdine,” discussing 
the plight of Zaire (rather 
than his own predicament 
in Nigeria). He has spo- 
' ken to the heads of an oil 
con^any be will not 
name, has given lectures 
at Brown and Eastern Illi- 
nois University, and he 
has met with State 
Department ofGcials. 

Tne charge of treason is 
just the latest of Soyin- 
ka’s problems at home, 
and treason is a word that 
he has used against the ^ 
Nigerian military. In his ^ 
“The Open Sore of a 
Continent” (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, 1996), he _ 
wrote that the regime was 
guilty of “the most trea- 
sonable act of larceny of 
all time” when it “vio- 
lentiy robbed the Niger- 
ian people of their nation- 
hood” in aimulling the 
1993 election, apparently 
won by Mashed K.O. 
Alnola. Nigerians, 
against all expectations, 
had crossed ethnic, reli- 
gious and regional lines 
with their votes. Abiola, a 


civilian Yoruba Muslim, 
has since been jailed. 

“The first time the word 
‘treason' came up,” 
Soyinka said, “was when 
we launched the opposi- 
tion radio. Radio Kudi- 
raL" That was in 1996 
and it was done from out- 
side the country. 

“The minister of infor- 
mation accused us — 
accused me — of trea- 
son," he continued, '’say- 
ing that all those behind 
the radio are guilty of 
treason, that the newspa- 
pers. the local media, if 
they quoted anything 
from the radio, would be 
equally guil^ of treason. 

“That radio has been 
the single most effective 
counter against the 
authority of the regime. 1 
mean, they've really been 
hysterical over the effect 
of the radio. Until that 
moment, they had total 
control of the media, 
apart from the under- 
ground press.” 

Protecting these radio 
stations is one of the pri- 
m^ activities of the 
exiled democracy cam- 
paigners, who skirt the 
borders of their countries, 
being careful about 
which jurisdictions they 
pass through and calcu- 
lating at which airports 
their planes might have to 
land unexpectedly. He 
calls it the undei:^and 


railroad. 

“In addition to Radio 
Kudirat, which is short- 
wave.” he said, “we also 
require FM mobile sta- 
tions, which can speak 
dh^y to sections oi the 
country. And we need a 
whole network of those. 
The government tried and 
tried and never succeeded 
in catching any of them.” 
Soyinka slipped out of 
Nigeria when he learned 
that he was about to 
receive the “Burmese 
treatment” — house 
airesL He will give no 
details of his family, or 
even whether he is mar- 
ried. But he slipped back 
in again to get his 
remaining children out 
The conversation 
turned to smaller things. 
His outdated computer 
had broken. Until it could 
be fixed, all the lectures 
he had prepared were 
trapped withim 
“Nothing so dramatic 
has beset me in a long- 
time,'’ he said. 

What does he miss 
about Nigeria? “The 
smell, especially the 
smell of the bush where I 
go hunting.” be 
answered. 

And where is home? 
“In my head, that's where 
home is.'’ 

New York Times 
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Red tape, lost time 

THE MODEST copper box he had just purchased during a 
recent trip to Syria suddenly seemed to acquire an unex- 
pected value. Otherwise, why would bringing it into Jor- 
dan be such a hazard? 

When be arrived at the border post from the trip to Dam- 
ascus, he conscientiously declai^ to the customs person- 
nel his acquisition and stated the price he had paid for iL 

The customs officials were very courteous and told him 
he had to pay JD 1 .5 in customs duty. A fair taxation, he 
thought, for a modest object 

One hour later, however, that same object seemed to 
acquire more worth than originally assessed. Well, that 
appeared lo be the case since he needed six stamped 
p^rs, from different departments at the border, to clear it. 

A look at the documents and a quick calculation made 
him realise that the price of the primed papers, together 
with the time consumed by the employees who had to issue 
them, cost the customs department more than the JD 1.5 
requested from him . 

Being new in Jordan, he was puzzled. However, after 
three months in our beautiful country and several visits to 
official deparonents to finalise difrerent businesses, he 
came to realise that this was common practice around here. 

He learned that one paper is never enough in any for- 
mality and stopped getting surprised after several such 
experiences. 

The procedures are more or less the same. In order to 
finalise a government document, a person needs to waste 
very much time and energy. He/she would shuttle between 
different departments more than a U.S. special envoy 
entrusted with the usual “fact-finding mission" in any 
region. 

Afrer a lot of shuttling, the person would find him/herself 
back to square one, as an employee would proudly point 
out that he discovered a signature was missing on the doc- 
ument 

It seems that such documents never cease to need a sig- 
nature here, a support paper there or another stamp. 

Now our friend looks at his copper box as the most pre- 
cious belonging that introduced him to the red tape circles. 
This box has b^ome for him the symbol of lost time. 


Pressurised pen pioneer says luck is key to success 


BOULDER CITY. Nevada (AP) 

— Digging his hand into his pants 
pocket, the grey-haired host pulls 
OUT a silver, fingerprint-smudged 
pen, the symbol of a long and 
lucrative business career. 

‘Tve learned the key to success 

— be lucky instead of smart. 

I've also learned the key to long 

life — keep breaching.” said Paul 
C. Fisher, president of Fisher 
Space Pen Co. 

Ac 83, Mr. Insber is accomplish- 
ing a lot more than just breathing. 

And the pens that bear his name 
prove that it really was more inoo- 


vadon than luck that made him a 
millionalie. 

Mr. Filler's space pens, which 
write upside down and through oil 
and grease. Imve been used on 
space flights since 1967. Another 
of his inventions, the bullet pen, 
has been enshrined in New Yoik's 
Museum of Modem An. 

His life story is told on the walls 
of his Spartan ^lartment located 
upstairs from his company in this 
modest desen town. There are 
pictnres and letters fitm’ astro- 
nauts and presidems, and news 
articles about Mr. FTsher, who 


made two bids for Congress and 
even ran against Jtrim F. Kennedy 
in the 1960 new Hanqishire presi- 
dential primaiy. 

Growing up in Ellsworth, 
Kansas, the son of a Methodist 
minister. Me. Fisher was an inge- 
nious kid who once made a radio 
oat of an oatmeal box, wires and a 
crystal. 

*Tm curious anif I've got an 
inventive mind.*' Mr. insher said. 

■ 'He attended college in Kansas 
,aiid Ibw'a, and woiked as a bread- 
store manhgv,'. thick driver, 
accooniant and manager of a ball 


bearing company; 

In 1945. be passed up the 
opportunity to join a Chicago 
ballprint pea company, saying the 
pen leaked. But the pen was an 
instant success, making S 5 mil- 
lim in three months. 

Mr. Hsber went on to a 
machine sht^, but was ever mind- 
ful of the leaky pen's success. So 
in 1 94S be founded the Fisher Pen 
Co. 

One night in a dream, Mr. Fish- 
er enrisioqfsd'die company's first 
product tite chrome-plated bal- 
let pen. When be accoally made it 


the pen wasn’t perfect — the ink 
still leaked a bit So Mr. Fisher 
continued to worit on it 

“The scientific technique is 
simply trial and errw. I've made 
at least 10.000 pens that didn't 
work,” be said. 

. Retailing now for S17.50. the 
bullet ctmtinues to be the best- 
selling pen in company history 
and has been exhitnted in the 
museum of modem an as an . 
example of industrial art. 

Mr. Fisher made^ bis first I,, 
million off the patented *\}oe-for' 
all" refill, designed to fit most 


pens. 

Today. Mr. Fisher SptEoe Pen 
Co., with annual revenues of S8 
million, sits atop a hill in bmildei. 
some 35 Idlometeis southeast of 
Las Vegas. He moved here from 
Los Angeles 20 years ago to get 
away from die smog. 

A most unlikely millionaire. 
Mr. Fisher has no office of his 
own, sharing space ndth two other 
employees. Walking through his 
factcuy, Mr. Fisher knows all his 
70 workers by- name. T^o of his 
seven children and one of his 12 
grandchildren work at the ctmipa- 


"He’s a great guy,” said Gener- 
al Manager Donald Wong. 

“Everyone feels like they're 
part of this company, part of him.” 

During a plant tour. Mr. Fisher 
pulled a pen from his pocket and 
tedd the story of the space pen. 

‘"When man started to fly in 
space. It occurred to me that diey 
would need a pen that would work 
in the vacuum of space. It bad to 
be sealed and pressurised.r.. be 

said. 

In 1965, -Mr. Fisher sent his 
space pen to Houstou Space Cen- 


tre and NASA began testing 1 l 
S ince 1967. Mr. Fisher's space 
pens have been on American and 
Russian space flights. 

The space pen can write at tem- 
peratures ranging from minus 50 
to 400 degrees FahrenheiL It can 
write underwater and over grease 
because of a tungsten carbide boll 
and a thick ink constantly being 
pushed out by a pressurised car- 
tridge. 

“The fact that our pens are used 
in space has given us publicity. 
The reason why . they sell is 
dependabUliy,” be said. 



'yj' 



ejecting from ,A to B has never been so much fun. The 
gripping rnad holding of its 4-link front axle combined 

svich the revolutionary 5 valve per cylinder technology 
delivers a powerful driving sensation chat makes the A4 
not just the means to an end but an end in itself. 

The .Audi A4 from Germanv. 




Corner cutter, mind bender, pulse racer. 


The Audi A4 from Germany. 

Audi 

Advancement through technology 





. ,.,11 enur Audi dealer for a test drive. MOTOR TRADE CO. LTD. Head Office Marka: 892855 Mahatta: 651338 Safeway: 687388. 

To experience the A4 please can y«ui 
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AMF chief urges Arabs to boost 
growth to tackle unemployment 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — A 
top Arab monetary official 
has tilled regional states to 
take measures to spur eco- 
nomic growth to tackle 
unemployment which he 
said was as high as 30 per 
cent in some members. 

Jas.sim Al Manai. chair- 
man of the Arab Monetary 
Fund (AMF). made the call 
at the end of annual talks of 
Arab finance ministers, who 
appro\'ed reports by the 
region's main development 
fiinds showing they per- 
formed bener in 1996. 

Despite such strong per- 
formance. coupled with a 
sharp growth rates in 1996 
and lower inflation and 
deficits, regional econonties 
are still lugging behind pop- 
ulation growth and this has 
resulted in a steady rise in 
unemployment. 

“What makes it more 
imperative to work for 
achieving high growib rates 
in Arab economies is the 
high growth levels in the 
population." said Mr. 
Munui. whose Abu Dhabi- 
based AMF is the Arab 
League's main financial 
organisation. 

“Unemployment is steadi- 
ly growing in some of our 
countries, with the mte 


ranging between IS and 30 
per cent," Mr. Manai told 
the conference in Abu 
Dhabi. 

“The problem is consid- 
ered more serious when we 
take into account the age 
structure in the Arab World 
and the large annual 
increase in manpower as 
such an increase is among 
the highest in the world," he 
pointed out. 

Mr. Manai. a B ahraini , 
said the gross domestic 
product (GDP) of the 22- 
member Ar^ League 
surged by 4.5 per cent in 
1996 compared with two 
per cent in 1995. 

But he added the high 
growth was caused mainly 
by a large increase in oU 
prices, which averaged 
around S20 in 1996. 

The price improwment 
and ongoing economic 
reforms enabled regional 
states to trim their com- 
bined budget deficit to 3.3 
per cent of the GOP from 
five per cent and cut infla- 
tion to 9.4 per cent from 12 
per cent. 

“Despite the good results 
in efforts to achiev’e internal 
and external economic sta- 
bility, our countries still 
need more efforts to accel- 


erate growth rates, which 
remain modest compared to 
other developing nations," 
Mr. Manai said. 

Slow growth, inflation 
and financial deficits are 
among die main economic 
difBculdes that have faced 
most Arab states over the 
past two decades because of 
political instability, wrong 
econonuc policies, and state 
domination. The problem 
was aggravaged by a steady 
capita] flight and low oil 
prices. 

Such (fifficulties and the 
changes in the world eco- 
nomic order have prompted 
several; regional states to 
embark on refoims, includ- 
ing privatisation, improve- 
ment of investment laws 
and easing fiscal restric- 
tions. 

Oil-rich Gulf states have 
followed suit to cushion the 
impact of weak crude prices 
on their economies, which 
depend heavily on oil 
export eamii^. 

Mr. Manai said reforms 
were attracing investments 
but the rate of capital flow 
remained far lower than that 
in other developing coun- 
tries. 

“Some members which 
have reported high levels of 


investments need to utilise 
available resources more 
efficiently. They should also 
lessen dependence on taxes 
and customs, make the taxa- 
tion sysmm mote flexible, 
accelerate the privtuisation 
process and upgrade effi- 
ciency.'* he said. 

“In other members, 
despite encouraging eco- 
nomic results, there are still 
some restrictions on tiieir 
financ ial systems." the AMF 
chief indicated. 

Mr. Manai said the 
accumladng foreign debt 
was another major problem 
facing Arab countries in 
tbeir attempts to repair their 
economies. 

He said non-oil Arab 
countries owed around S140 
billion at the end of 1996, 
accounting for more than 65 
per cent of their GDP. The 
debt servicing of $12 billion 
constitutes neariy a quarter 
of their exports. 

“All these indicatcas 
require effoits by our coun- 
tries to increase growth 
rates and upgrade economic 
performance to ensure jobs 
and improve the living stan- 
dards of our people, espe- 
cially low-income groups," 
he said. 


Bank of Israel denies 
considering foreign 
exchange regime 


Investors put off by lack 
of peace in Middle East 


TEL AVIV (R )— The Bank 
of Israel has denied media 
repons it was studying a 
change to the foreign 
exchange system which 
would lead to a slower 
depreciation of the Israeli 
sh^l. 

The shekel is pegged to a 
basket of fcxirign currencies 
and can trade in a band of 
seven per cent above or 
below a sloping midpoint, 
designed to devdue the local 
cuirency at a rate of six per 
cent a year. 

Israel's Haaretz newspa- 
per, quoting centra] bank 
sources, reported the Bank 
of Israel was consideririg 
slowing the cane to four per 
cent u year fiom six per cent 
"A plan like this Is not at 
all being discussed in the 
bank," the Bank of Israel said 
in a sratemenL 

But central bank sources 
told Reuters some senior 
Bank of Israel economists 
support reducing the rate of 
change- 

The depreciation rate. 


which has not changed since 
1993. takes account of the 
difference between inflaticKi 
in Israel and that of its main 
trading partners. 

Haaretz said that bank 
economists noted the gov- 
ernment’s 1997 inflation tar- 
get is seven to 10 per cent, or 
an averse of 8J5 per cent 
Since i^ation in Israel's 
main trading panners aver- 
ages 4.5 per cent, Haarctz 
reported some Bank of Israel 
officials believe the shekel's 
depreciation rate should be 
four per cent rather than six. 

“'Tte Bank of Israel states 
that Oftiy after the govern- 
ment tal^ a decision on the 
inflation target f<»'L998 wUl 
it be possible to discuss 
changes, if at all in slowing 
the exchange rate band 
against the currency basket," 
tlw central bonk said. 

A slower rate of dqxecia- 
tion would require less inter- 
vention on the part of the 
central bank to prevent the 
shekel from tqjpiedating 
beyond its trading band. 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Unrest in some Arab coun- 
tries and the absence of a 
final peace settlement in die 
Middle East are (distiucting 
capita] flow into the r^on 
de^ite economic teforms, an 
Arab official has said. 

Although private Arab 
investment in the re^on has 
grown sfaaiply over die past 
few years, totd cai»tal inflow 
has remaned a firaction of 
the woridwide Arab invest- 
ments, said Maumun 
Ibrahim, director general of 
the Kuwaiti-based Inter- Arab 
Investment Guarantee Cor- 
poration. 

Ml Ibrahim said direct 
Ar^ uivestment in the 
region surged fiom around 
$500 annually 

between 1985 and 1992 m $1 
billion in 1994 and $1.5 bil- 
lica in 1995. 

Tbe figure was estimated to 
have reached $2.1 billion in 
1996. 

“Lookiiig at intematicHiai 
investment in the Arab 
region, we find that its share 
did not exceed one per cent 
in 1995 and 1996, when such 
invesments were concentrat- 
ed in Soudi East Asia and 


Latin America," be said. 

‘^Despite the relative 
improvement in tbe invest- 
ment climate in the Arab 
^A/bdd, diere are negative 
tons that are still afiecting 
investment, iwhiHmg inter- 
nal instabi^ and the Arab- 
Iscaeli confli^ which has not 
been totally resolved the 
partial peace agreements." 

Ml Dv ahim gave no fig- 
ures about investments in ^ 
22-member Arab League but 
independent estimates 
showed Arab funds invest!^ 
in the ^on stood at around 
$18 billran at the end of 
1996. Hus compares with 
the Arab overseas assets of 
more than $800 biUicHL 
Attracting capital has 
become crucial fix- Arab 
states canying out reforms m 
heal their econonuc woes 
caused by weak ml prices 
and state domination o[ tbe 
economies. 

As such, more measures 
are needed to lure in caintal, 
including a greater role by 
die (xivate sector, political 
stability, development of the 
infiastructuie introduc- 
ing more incentives and 
guarantees for investors. 



Andy Capp 


/^NICETOSEE 
r ANBVRACe 
IN HERE, MATE 
^ CARE TO 
TdOtNOUR 
('REGULARS 
V CLUB'? 




ER-l'M \ 

A RATHER V 
BUSYA4&N, ^ 
HOIVOFTEN 1 
DOES THE I 

cuj&MSsty 



MX)h/rwoRRy 
ABOUT THAT— 
WE JUSTAIEGT 
WHEN WE HAVE 
ANEW 
( AAEMBER ) 




Mutt’n’Ueff 


\WEfWAR6KT.» 
WEREGOING 1 ^ SHE’S 

Sr GUV SHE WAS 
6KSA6EOTO .IN 
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THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 

> 1 Fuel pric»«etter, 
for short 
5 Pump 

measures: abbr. 
9 Harem sections 

13 OameTe 
Kanawa, e.g. 

14 Ann Nl^te 
hero 

j 15 Breathing 
sounds 

: 17 Small news-bit 

18 Seem imminent 

19 Vacuous 

I 20 NeH Simon hit 
I 23 Postal worker's 
do 

124*'— Peter to pay 
Paur 

'25 On land 
28 Indolent 

33 Milan’s fomed 
La — 

34 Not for everyone 

35 Original 

36 Waller’s sweet 
song 

40 Foott)^ position 

41 Makes tradrs 

42 Beau — 

43 intern 

46 Mc^wise 

47 Arrest 

48 The King — " 

49 Sweetish folse 
face 

57 Thin as — 

58 Advantage 
59F1air 

60 Hundred: pref. 

61 Forest creature 

62 El — (ocean 
phenomenon) 

63 Cruising 

64 John Of golf 

65 Small amounts 

DOWN 

1 Of lyilG poems 

2 Mideast bread 

3 Daredewl 

Knievel I 

4 Short negligee ^ 

5 nenty ^ 

8 Scrap suddenly ^ 

7 Celerity 


n l2 |3 |4 


|5 |B |7 ir"MP“|io 111 ha 


125 126 IZ7 


by C.F. Murray 


8 Interstate rig 

9 Prayer 

10 European river 

11 Jai — 

12 Dispatched 
16 Visit 

21 Raid 

22 Historian Durant 

25 One of Jacob's , 

sons 

26 English muffin 
kin 

27 Workers 

28 Diamond side 

29 Sacred chests 

30 Win by — 

31 Co^ homes 

32 Chirping sound 
34 Tourist attraction 

37 Queen of — 

38 Old oaths 

39 Militeuyunit 

44 Urge 

45 Showy fiower 

46 Indin^ to be 
scornful 


QQQQQ □QQQ aaon 

DE3DDC1 QQaQ □□□□ 

□QHQQQQQQQQqqqq 

gQQ QQQQ □□□QO 
EHmiODa QQDQQQQ 

QQQQQQQ 

^□□QC3Qaa!3DDaQa 
□□Q SUDQQQB 
QggDOSD □□□QC3Q 
BQHBD HBDCl □□□ 

QOQQQaQQQQQQQQg 

□QQQ QQQEi QQQqq 
HCIHB PBHEI □Bnan 


Services, Ina 

Am rights resenred. 


48 Show backer 

49 Pouch 

50 Zone 

51 Fires 

52 Foxx 


53 Brainstorm 

54 Pelvic bonW 

55 Country 

56 Baseb^rs 



HOBOSCOFG. : 

• forecast 

FORTUESDAY* 
MAY p, 

ItyThmasS. Pierson, ■ 
Astmlpset:.OuTffB 
:■ lighter Fmndatian 

ARIES: ' (March 21 to 
19) You have good 
oeative id^ today, bow- 
cans in puisuing 
thion 8ssd study new d^ 
wfaidi wDl hel^^f(7 you to 
beconte prosperim Later 
tnni^ yoti be able to 
consult mlh .'those in 
aid gain insighL 
lAUBUSt (April '20 to 
May. 20)' S&idy into today 
whatever , is. causing you 
d^culiy at your ho^ and 
clear it vp ri^ away so 
tb»e won't'biany-finger^ 
ing effects. Make the <foys 
rttipari mHch brighter a^‘ 
tbere^ jiuAe ycair efibas 
more successful. ■ 
GESidSNl: (Mtty 21 to 
June 21) CoDomnnicate . 
well , with long-time fdlow 
associates ' tc^y and get 
much whidi is construe - 1 
tive . . welbhandled. Later ^ 
tins evening be the 
time ' fra* you and your 
loved -cmes to ^ our of 
town -^ .spe^ speraal 


MOON CHILDREN: 
(June 22 to July 21) Don't 
risk - ^ large siims of 
money tod^ if yw want a 
favb iu : G x w aiWxher 
aspdate who has the tech: 
n^ kz^let^ to m^ 
yoiA car eer activities suc- 
ces^iiL Later tins evening 
wOI be^good to test at 
hoitt with loved ones. - 
LEO: ^oly 22 to August 
2p!-Hc^ afiaiis can be 
azin(tying.today, .so get out 
and drive isifo amusements 
have proved satisty- 
, ing. m'pteviW days. This. 
.evemi% 'cw be quite sp^ 
di^fcK )mrc] 0 v^ ones, if 
interesting 

reczes^on^aoivities. 
'VlltQO: '*.<August 22 to 
-Septeinbec 22) Get into 
today 

for you SiiiSaw associates 

and ■gjrin 'rife-- harlring you 

neeri msfead o£ ria.shmg 
arciUod^fix^shly, like .a 
efakjeen whfi its bead, cut 
offi. - Later' fins eveiung 
meet with a big and coine 
to cboduson. 
LIBRA:' (Septeniber 23 to 
Octefoq: A good 

loday.will 1)^ ytxi to 
someamiMtion. so listen to 
what be ex' she has to say 
and make tho- best use 
this infomiatioQ. If you 
wa^ to ei^ a group 
afiaii; include c^iens IDre 
yourself. ' 

SCORPIO;' (October 23 
to NovembeF21);Listea to 
tile advice today- o£ older 
arid rnbre -wise - indcviifoals 
fca;'ia!cy outside activhfos 
-wlndi you {dan to partici- 
pate iiL T^ it tmi^ with 
your loved ones and you 
can have ' a relaxing time 
together ' aid relive the 
pre ssnieo fbusipess. 
SAGITIARIUS: (Nov- 
ember 22 to December 21) 
'You can ex{^ today if 
yon are eotfan^ and posi- 
tive in your actions, vriiicb 
will be noticed by tiiose 
wfao can zn^ your career 
activities successfid. 
Attend a nice party in tbe 
evening with your- maw 
and it can be 

romantic. 

CAPRICORN: . (Decem- 
ber 22 to Jami^ 20) 
Awid a stubborn fiiend 
tpd^ who wastes yoor 
time and keeps you fiom 
handling inqjonant practi- 
cal aflairs in the days 

ahead. This evenmg can be 

good for tneeting -with 
close fijends and going to 
I’ccreational location for 
fim. 

AQUARIUS: (January 2I 
to Febcuaty 19) A felkw 
associate will glad^ oo 
aloiig with you in so^ 
eiiMi^ise todhy, piorid^ 
lyou don’t call in some 
, wfso has difierent 
; id^ and ' procedures. 
Later this evenmg will be 
fon for your loved jf 

you are patient. 
fJSCES: (Fetiraary 20 to 
M^h 20) Don’t run off lo- 
new interests today, so that 

you can build up youf pub- 

lic reputation and fee) 
more secure in your busi- 
ness projects. Later this 
evening make this time 
good for your loved ones 
and tiierel^ avoid any dif- 
.ficolties, 

EmeraW — Otrine 
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New regulation changes method 
of awarding tenders to contractors 


By Francesca Ciriad 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — Contrac- 
tors welcomed the 
enactment ' of long- 
awaited new regula- 
tions in awar din g ten- 
ders as “extremely ben- 
eficial for private sector 
development/’ 

According to the new 
regulations, effective as 
of May 7, tenders will 
not be won tw die firm 
presenting the lowest 
offer, but rather by die 
offer most approximate 
to the average of all 
offers submitted, by a 
margin of 10 per cent 

If more than one offer 
falls in this latter cate- 
gory, the tender will be 
awarded to the firm 
submitting the lowest 
offer. 

“We have been askin g 


the govenunent for 
such new regulations 
for about 15 years,” 
stated Hosni Abu 
Ghida, vice president of 
die Jordan Engineers 
Association (JEA). 

“If there are five 
offers submitted, the 
middle price will be 
taken as the average, 
and all prices in a 30 
per cent around the 
margin will be added 
together and the total 
divided by their num- 
ber,** Mr. Abu Ghida 
explained. If, for exam- 
ple, after e liminatin g 
those offers which fafi 
out of the 30 per cent 
margin, three out of 
five offers remain, their 
total will be divided by 
three. 


“The nearest offer to 
the average will win the 
tender,” jv. Abu Ghida 
continued. 

The new regulations 
were issued by the Min- 
istry of Housing and 
Public Works. 

llie private sector 
feels considerably 
relieved. Piior to the 
new regulations, en^- 
neerittg and contracting 
firms with financial dii- 
ficulties woul^ in some 
cases, submit offers 
below cost in the hope 
of accessing credit and 
finandaJ facilities 
attached to the tender. 

In other cases, 
stronger foreign con- 
tractors, eager to enter 
the Mideast market at 
any price, would edge 
out local firms with 
extremely low offers. 
Especially European 
companies see Jordan 
as a gateway to Iraq, 


and are keen on prepar- 
ing to initiate commer- 
ciSi ties with Baghdad, 
once ±e U.N. embargo 
imposed on Iraq after 
its 1990 invasion of 
Kuwait is lifted. 

“With the new regula- 
tions, not only the race 
will be more fair, but 
also contractors will 
not' be forced to take 
extra risks,** comment- 
ed Nader Masannat, of 
Masannat Engineermg 
and Contracting. 

“These new regula- 
tions apply to most 
countries and will also 
help Jordanian consult- 
ing firms export their 
services," said Mr. Abu. 
Ghida. 

In neighbouring coun-' 
tries, such as Syna, Mr.. 
Abu Ghida noted, ten-! 
ders are also awarded to 
the firm presenting the 
offer closest to a calcu- 
lated average. 


Two Jordanian banks 
negotiating merger 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Bank of Jordan and the 
Jordan Kuwait Bank 
have reached initial 
agreement to meige, 
informed banking 
sources told A1 Ral 
Arabic daily Monday. 

Bank of Jordan Chair- 
man Tawfiq Fakhouri 
confirmed that negotia- 
tions were still going 
on between the board 
of directors of the two 
banks but that the final 
decision would be left 
to the shareholders. 


Mr. Fakhoury expect- 
ed merger proceaures 
to be completed after 


the general assembly of 
each bank hold its 
ann ual meeting soon. 

Tbe chairman told A1 
Ra*i that the bank has 
completed the proce- 
dures to raise its capital 
from JD10.5 million to 
JD20 million. He 
revealed that tbe board 
is recommending tbe 
distribution of half a 
share in stock dividend 


for each share equity to 
increase tbe capital and 
the transfer of profits 
retained earnings. 

The Bank of Jordan 
has generated a pretax 
net profit of JD6.52 
million last year. Tbe 
amount becomes 
JDS .07 million after 
deducting tax. In 1995, 
the figures were 
JD4.87 million and 
JD2.98 million respec- 
tively. 

Meanwhile, the 
Amman Financial Mar- 
ket Monday suspended 
trading in shares of the 
Middle East Investment 
Bank as it prepares to 
raise the capital. 
According to Marwan 
Awad, the general man- 
ager of tbe bank, many 
Arab and foreign 
investors have 

approached the bank to 
buy a stake in the fresh 
capital that will be 
pumped in the bank. 



Returns on investments provide 
large amounts to the profit 
of Jordan Worsted MUls Company 


** ELEVEN PER cent of profits achieved by the Jordan 
Worsted Mills Company came from its investments while 
nine per cent came from ihe company's sales which 
amounted to JD10.29 million last year compared to 
JD12.35 million during 1995. Exports sales were JD1.73 
million and JD4.44 oAon for 1996 and 1995 respec- 
tively. 

The company boosted its investments by 10.6 per cent 
last year to become JDl 1.05 million. The additicnml equi- 
ty was acquired in some public shareholding companies 
such as Jordan Sulpho C^micals, H Zay Ready Wear 
Manufacturing, Intematicmal Tobacco and Cigarettes, 
Iordan Hectiic Power and A1 Dawliyab for Hotels and 
Malls. 

Having generated a JD2.45 million net profit, the gen- 
eral assembly authorised distributing dividends at a rate 
of 20 per c^nt and allocating 20 per cent of the net px>fit 
to voluntary reserves in addition to allocating JD600,000 
for a specif reserve. Other financial data diat sqipeared in 
the annual report were JD20.2 milli on in slu^oldets* 
equity which increased by 8.2 per cent over the 1995 
total The current liabilities dropped by 11.1 per cent as 
the company repaid a good p^ of its indebtedness 
towards banib lak year. 

Board Chairman Yousef Muasher told the general 
assembly that after installing new machinery tbe qualiQ' 
of die company’s products has iirproved. He indicated 
that the company intends to buy additional modem 
equipment to improve quality to the highest standards (A1 
Aswaq + A1 Dustour). 


THE BETTER HALF. 


ByGtasbergan 


GLASBERSE^ 



‘When the food stains on your best shirt 
can feed a stan/ing fami^ for a week, 
you know you’re a slob.” 


Unscramble tfwse faur Juml^, 
one lettar to each square, to tom 
ferur ordnary worts. 


T>MT SCRAMBLED WORD GAMm 

by Hand AmeU and Mlw AieMon 


Dessert? 


DYADD 
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Print answer Asm: ^ 


A 600P VW 
7D RNI5H OFF 
A GREASY MSAU 


Now anenge the dieted IMers to 
foim the surprise answer, as sug- 
0.^ by the aboue cartoon. 

miriin 

(AnsweistomoiTow) 
HENCE BRU1AL MUSCLE 


I jimnUeS. GRIPE 

Answer A pole vauHer must be iHa to vAt - 

UPTDTHECHALIENGE 
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Central bank fears said 
to hobble gold market 


LONDON (R) — Fear of 
bullion sales by central 
banks dominated the gold 
market last year and 
capped prices as senti- 
ment tottered, according to 
Gold 1997, a report by 
Gold Fields Mineral Ser- 
vices Ltd. (GFMS). 

GFMS is a London- 
bas^ commodi^ research 
company specialising in 
analysis of the gold and 
silver markets. Big mining 
house Gold Helds of 
South Africa Ltd owns part 
of GFMS. 

“Central bank gold 
reserves have come into 
play for the first time in a 
generation and not only in 
me European Union 
(EU),*’ GFMS chief exec- 
utive Stewart Murray said. 

Gold fabricarion demand 
reached a new high as total 
consumption hit 3,490 
tonnes, outrunning new 
supply from all sources by 
about 163 tonnes, accord- 
ing to the report. 

This was compiled 
before news that the 
world's potentially biggest 
gold discovery at Busang 
in Indonesia was a sham. 

Total consumption was 
still 139 tonnes down on 
the 1995 total, and 
investors who shied away 
from gold sold enough of 
their hoardings to limit the 
imbalance. 

Supplies of newly mined 
gold rose to 2.346 tonnes 
from 2.269 in 1995. 
althou^ the leading pro- 
ducer South Africa mined 
less than 500 tonnes for 
the first time in a single 
year since 1956. Its ou^t 
was 496 tonnes. 

The net result of weak 
sentiment and investor 
interest against only a mar- 
ginal increases in fabrica- 
tion demand and slightly 
greater supply was a one 
per cent rise in the average 
gold price to $387.87 per 
ounce from $384.05 in 
1995. 

But the report noted that 
tbe sustained rise in the 
value of the dollar meant 
gold prices in many other 
currencies showed sub- 
stantial year on year rises. 

The single most impor- 
tant influence on the price 
was the role of the official 
gold holders, it said. 

Over 500 tonnes of gold 
were sold by tbe Belgian 
and Dutch central banks 
between them in the first 
and fourth quarters of the 
year, and 14 other central 
banks added about 88 
tonnes of gold sales dur- 
ing the year. 

More significant still 
was the perception that 
further offical destocking 
was likely from the 
Intemadon^ Monetary 
Fund, the Swiss National 
Bank astd any one of sev- 
eral European central 
banks on the way to Euro- 
pean Monetary Union. 


“On the other 
hand...there were also sig- 
nificant purchases of gold 
by other central bsuiks 
leaving the net sales for 
the year at a relatively 
modest 239 tormes 
(against an average net 
sale of 213 tonnes over the 
past ten years)," the report 
said. 

Canada sold eight tonnes 
of gold, the Austrian 
National Bank sold gold 
for coin and small bar pro- 
duction at the nation’s 
mint, while one Asian and 
one Latin America central 
bank also featured as sell- 
ers, the report said. 

“We can see sales con- 
tinuing for the next few 
years but the market 
should be able to absorb 
them as it is in a structured 
deficit. It needs central 
bonk sales," said Mr. Mur- 
ray. 

Nineteen central banks 
bought bullion in 1996 
totalling 349 tonnes but 
China and Russia were the 
most prominent, the 
GFMS report said. 

Both countries' central 
banks bought gold from 
local miners but China 
bought on the international 
market and Russia bought 
disboarded gold from pri- 
vate sector banks. 

The report noted that 
central banks were also 
more active in providing 
lending and swaps to the 
market with 64 institutions 
active by year-end. 

"As a result the amount 
of gold commined in the 
form of swaps and 
deposits rose from around 
2,440 tonnes at the end of 
1995 to 2,750 tonnes at the 
end of, 1996,” the repoit 
said, with industrialised 
countries contributing 
slightly more of the 
increase than developing 
countries. 

Even so, developing 
counoy central banks — 
despite bolding only 17 
per cent of officially 
declared gold reserves — 
provided more than twice 
tbe amount of gold to the 
market as the developed 
countries. 

Mr. Murray said, “the 
price weakness since the 
last quarter of 1996 has 
been to a large extent the 
result of poor sentiment 
stemming above all ^m 
fears a&ut the future 
impact of the official sec- 
tor on the gold market’' 

He added tha; physical 
demand was supporting 
the gold price around 
$340, but “only time will 
tell whether this floor can 
become a foundation for 
the kind of rally seen in the 
second quarter of 1993. At 
this stage all one can say is 
that the parallels between 
the smte of tbe market now 
and then are there to be 
seen.” 


M ARKETPLACE 

*** Jordan Marketplace ^ 

DAJANI Jewellers.Gems dealers.Uniqiie designs in 18 k Goli 

J At Amra Forum Motel Shops 
J ‘ Phonc5527 1 ! 8 Also in Brazil ‘ 



Big furnished 
or unfumMiad villa 
for rent 

Location: Behind New 

English School. 3 bedrooms, 
big reception, big garden, 
nice entrance. 

Abdoun Real Estate 
Tel: 810605 - 810609 
fax: 810520 

* We have many villas and 
semi villas furnished or 
, unfurnished for rent j 


^WIOaHIIIG 

[^rpf^ekutal qUapty fn 
X . tlidur^&rVi^ 
BevfBjpp.yoiir-cbiQiir 
|;;^our'^p and g^' 
JUMBO photo ' size 
30 %-larger,- . • 

tmJarg&nent 

^^isani- Opposite 
Grindlays ^nk. 
Phone: 604042 
Sweifieh Tel: 823891 


DELUXE VILLAS AND 
APARTMENTS - 
FURNISHED OR 
UNFURNISHED 

JAMAL.. 

REAL ESTATE 


Tel.: 699369 





Quality Serviced Suites 


* One A IWo Bediooms * FUly 
JBqn^lped Ehdwaettei * Drib A 
say * RflittOiiAMe Rttes 


'!h C 

rci ^ilv 6~455! 


-INDOOR HEATED 
SWIMMING POOTj 

-SAUNA JACUZZI & 
MASSAGE- 

-.fTTNe^'ROOM' 

-TetNIS&SQUASH- 

..CPURTS. 


' -TEL: -7581 
RmSIo & TV Station Rd. 




AIRPORT EXPRESS 


Modern Aii-Condltloned 
Busses Around the CLOCK 
Every 30 Mnutes from AbdoR 
to Airport and Back 


3oeC'Cl ReC.:cec: Feres ar 
50C Fi,j rO' Ai'por' Srcl' 
and oar Frecuent Ca;:omers 


For Further Details can 
A'rport Branch 08-51 531 
Abdall Branch 653313 


OTMTlHCUtt- 


TO 

ADVERTISE IN THIS 
SECTION ^ALL 

667171 EXT. 223 

684311 - 699634 
EXT. 42 
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Jazireh continue winning streak 
with victory over Orthodoxi 


By Aicen Bannayan 

JonUm Timt-s Shijf ' Reporter 

AMMAN — Newly- 
crowned champions Al 
Ja/.ireh continued their win- 
ning streak and ended their 
matches in the country's 
First Division Busketbail 
Chumpioaship by beating 
tiilcholders Al Orthodoxi 
74-67 »Sunday night. 

The win consolidated Al 
Jazireh's lead utop the 
siundinus after they beat .Al 
.Ahli Thursday to 

secure the title for the first 
time in years. 

Since Al Onhodo.xi had 
lost lit .Al Jazireh and Al 
.Ahli t70<66) in the first 
round, they will now have 
to heal .Al Alili with more 
than four points to secure 
second place otherwise they 
will finish third. 

In the other match, Al 
Hussein scored their first 
win by default after Al 
Jalil's players failed to show 
up ui the match and accord- 
ing to competition rules lost 
20 - 0 . 

.Ai Jazireh's win ended the 
decade.s-long dominance of 
titleholders .AI Onhodo.xi 
and all-time rivals Al Ahli 
over one of the country's 
most prestigious spons 
lilies leaving the two former 
champions fighting for sec- 
ond and third places. 

Al Jaziich hud defeated Al 
.Ahli S5-57 in the first round 


and went on to beat Al 
Orthodoxi 62-34. They 
maintained their lead atop 
the standings when Al 
Orthodoxi lost to Al .Ahli 
70-66 in the first round. 

After coining close to the 
title in the past two seasons 
Al Jazireh stoned this year's 
competition with a clear 
determination to clinch the 
title with their young lineup 
apparently well-prepared 
from their participation in 
the .Arab Clubs tournament 
in Tunisia lasi month. 

The other top two teams 

— Al Ahli and .Al Orthodoxi 

— seemed to have their 
own shoncomings during 
the competition and for the 
first time ended up playing 
for runner up and third posi- 
tions. 

Although their team had 
prepared with a series of 
matches in Syria voicing 
hope that they would retain 
their tide for' the third year 
running. Al Onhodo.xi 
found themselves in third 


place Instead of topping the 
oveniU standings for the 
first time in years. 

On the other hand, and 
following their dismal 
showing against Al Jazireh 
in the first round. Al Ahli 
handed their new coach 
Raff! Cholukyan the reigns 
taking over from Ghaith 
Najjar, the head coach for 
the post two seasons, during 
which the team was unable 
to n^:iaim the title and have 
been in a slumping form 
ever since. 

With three of Jordan's top 
players — Naser Bushnaq, 
Yousef Zaghloul and 
Morwan Ma'touq — off the 
team Cholukyan. a former 
head coach of the Soviet 
Unions' national teams, has 
been trying to lift the teams 
form in trying to end Al 
Orthodoxi's current two- 
year reign or maintain an 
advanced standing. 

Al Ahli were previously 
trained by Ukrainian 
Alexander Sacha who guid- 

STANDINGS 


Team 

Jazireh 

AbU 

Orthodoxi 

Hussein 

Jalil 

•Yarmouk 


W 

8 

5 

4 

1 

1 


SF 

675 

447 

568 

329 

308 


SA 

413 

382 

379 

605 

548 


ed the ream to a 1990 win 
ending Al Orthodoxi's 
1976-1989 reign atop the 
Fwingdom's basireiball 
scene. 

Al Ahli went on to win the 
crown in 1992, 93, 94 
before Sacha left his post 
after apparent differences 
with the board. 

The other teams in the 
competition are out of the 
spotlights. Ai Jalil's team 
has disintegrated firom one 
match to another and Al 
Hussein are playing with no 
serious goal in mind as no 
matter what their results 
they will keep their place in 
the prestigious group for the 
coming season after Al 
Yarmouk were relegated for 
withdrawing at the begin- 
ning of the competition. 

Al Ahli will meet Al 
Orthodoxi in the final match 
of the competition 
Wednesday evening at 7:15 
p.m. at the Sports Palace. 


Pts 

16 

12 

11 

9 

7 


*Relesated to 2nd Division 


Barcelona keep alive 
double hopes 


LONDON IR) — 
Barcelono's hopes of a 
Sptinish League and 
European Cup Winners' 
Cup double stayed alive on 
Saturday when they 
defeated oivh-rivals Real 
Madrid In ' a“'tbp-6f-iEe- 
table clash. 

Although the Catalan 
giants have only a slender 
chance of edging out 
Madrid for the title, the 
result kept them in con- 
tention — and boosted 
their hopes of taking the 
European trophy from 
holders Paris St Germain 
in Rotterdam on 
Wednesday. 

Other weekend high- 
liuhis from around Europe: 

England 

English F..A. Cup final- 
isis Middlesbrough and 
iheir north-east neighbours 
Sunderland were both rele- 
gated from the F^mier 
League Sunday as 
Coveniiy staged anoUier 
dramatic lasi-da\ escape. 

.Middlesbrough. who 
pla> Chelsea in the F..A. 
Clip final next week, went 
ilown alter drawing 1-1 at 
Leeds while Sunderland 
joined them following 
ilwtr l-O defeat at 
\\ iiubledon. Coventry. 
\\h(> won 2-1 at 
loitenhum. staved up. It 
uiis the iOiI) lime in 30 
years Cnvcniry had avoid- 
e>l relegation oii the last 
da\ nf the sea.son. 

Newcastle clinched .sec- 
ond spot and a place in the 
expanded European Cup 
next season after beating 
alre.idy-dcKuned 
Ni)llingh;un Forest 5-0. 

Spain 

A soliiaiy goal from 
Brazilian striker Ronaldo 
after 40 minutes gave 
Barcelona u i-O win over 
Real Madrid in a bad-tem- 
pered clash which nar- 
rowed Real's lead over 
Bareelonu at the top to five 
points with five matches to 
piny. 


Both teams were lucky to 
end the game with 1 1 play- 
ers after a disappointing 
match which rekindled 
Barcelona's faint hopes of 
beating their arch-rivals to 
Che tide. 

"' After losing to 2-0 
earlier in the season, 
Barcelona will have to take 
six more points than real to 
lift the title. Results of 
games between teams 
level on points are used to 
decide final positions 
before goal difference. The 
only goal of the game 
came after Ronaldo had 
seen a penalty saved, but 
he scored after the ball had 
returned into open play. 

Italv 

to 

The race for the Italian 
championship is the clos- 
est for years with Juventus 
just four points ahead of 
Parma with four matches 
to play. Juventus beat 
Verona 2-0 on Sunday 
while a hui-trick from 
.Argentine Heroan Crespo 
gave Parma a 3-0 win over 
Vicenza. Juxenrus and 
Parma meet in Turin next 
Sunday. 

Netherlands 

PSV Eindhoven extend- 
ed their lead at the top of 
the Dutch league in their 
search for their I4th title 
after they beat Groningen 
l-O. Second-placed 

Feyenoord drew I- 1 with 
Twenie Enschede. 

PS\’ won with a long- 
range 70th minute shot 
from Stan Valck.x, his first 
goal of the season, while 
Feyenoord's hopes were 
dented with Twente's 
equaliser coining two min- 
utes from lime. " 

France 

Nice, already relegated 
from the French First 
Division, won the French 
Cup for the third time in 
their history but the first 
since 1954 when they 
defeated Guingamp 4-3 on 



Manchester United captain Eric Canto na htdds aloft 
the Carling F..A. Premiership trophy after the game 
today against West Ham United. Manchester United 
have now won the F.A. Carling Premiership four Hnu»« 
(Reuters photo) 

penalties after the teams 
had drawn 1-1 after e.xtra 
time. 


Germany 

Juergen Klinsmann apol- 
ogised to his coach 
efiovonni Trapanoni on 
Sunday after kicking a 
hole in an advertising 
hoarding following his 
substitution during Bayern 
Munich's 0-0 draw with 
bottom-of-the-table 
Freiburg Saturday. 

That result together with 
Bayer Leverkusen's 5-0 
win over Hamburg 
Sunday, meant that 
Leverloisen are now just a 
point behind Munich with 
three matches to play. 
Third-placed Stutigan lost 
ground offer going down 
2-1 at Bochum. 

European Cup finallsis 
Borussia Dortmund, who 
meet Juventus in Munich 
on may 28, drew 1-1 al 
Karlsruhe to stay fourth. 


Greece 

Olympiakos made 
absolutely certain of their 
first Greek title for 10 
years on Sunday when 
they beat AEK Athens, 
their only challengers, 2-0. 

Portugal 

Brazilian striker Mario 
Jardel scored twice in 
Pono's 2-1 home win over 
Belenenses on Sunday to 
leave the champions one 
point shon of claiming a 
record third straight tide. 

Sporting, who beat 
Chaves 2-0 at home 
Sunday, consolidated sec- 
ond place in the champi- 
onship over their Lisbon 
rivals Benflca who lost 2-0 
away to Maritimo on 
Saturday. 

With four games to go. 
Porto lead with 76 points, 
followed by Sporting on 
65 and Benfica on 55. 


Stoltenberg 
beats 
Bjorkman 
to retain 
title 


CORAL SPRINGS (R) — 
Fourth seed Jason 
Stoltenberg of Australia 
retained his America's red 
clay tennis championship 
title against top-seeded 
Swede Jonas Bjoikman 6-0, 
2-6. 7-5 Sunday despite the 
best singing effons of the 
self-appointed “Jonas 
Bjoiim^ trio.” 

The victory marked the 
first time that the 32nd- 
lanked Stoltenberg has suc- 
cessfully defended a tide. 
He has w<hi four tourna- 
ments. 

Stoltenberg may be the 
honest player currendy on 
tour. In the past two weeks 
he has combed a win-loss 
record of 12-2. reaching the 
egmifinais at Oriando two 
weeks ago and the jfinals at 
Atlanta last week. 

“It's a great feeling,” 
Stoltenberg said. *Tve 
readied the semis and die 
finals the last two weeks and 
to come away from another 
final widL a loss would've 
been hard to take. Tbday, it 
felt like deja vu for me, like 
I could just do it again here.” 
The one hour, 44 minute 
finaL played in front of a 
sparse crowd, had a one 
hour, 37 minute rain delay 
with Stoltenberg leading 3-0 
in the first set After play 
resumed, the conditions 
were very bunud, making 
the balls and court extreme- 
ly heavy. 

The 23rd-ranked 

Bjorkman, looking 'for his 
second carpn tide, could not 
find his form in the first set 
batting unforced errors mto 
the net or outside the 
perimeter of the court Tbe 
Swede won only five points 
in his diree seirice ganies in 
that set 

But Bjorkman pulled his 
game together in the second 
set and that encouraged 
diree young Swedish fens 
into vocal action. 

Hie three — all wearing 
blue shorts and some ver- 
sion of the Swedish national 
colours, blue and yellow — 
delighted the crowd with a 
variety of chants for the 
remainder of the match, as 
they had in the se mifinal 
Samrday. 

”It was so nice to have the 
Swedish suppon away from 
home,” said BJoiknian. ”1 
even diink dtey helped me 
get the support from die 
Americans here. This is 
what tennis needs to make 
matches more ffin. The fans 
don't have to be that s traight 
any more." 

But not even the fens 
could make him feel at ease 
against Stolienbeig. 

”1 didn’t feel too comfort- 
able out there today,” 
Bjorkman said. 

In the sixth game of the 
second set, serve let him 
down as he double faulted 
twice, including on the final 
point of the six-point game. 
Another service break in the 
eighth game and the match 
was even at a set apiece. 

The third set went even at 
4-4 as each player struggled 
to take the upper hand. 

Stoltenbeig finally went 
ahead with a service break 
in the ninth game which put 
him at S-4 and serving for 
the match. 

Jbe Australian fell apart in 
the next game, barely keep- 
ing a ball in the court 
Frustrated at passing up a 
chance to dose out the 
match, be smacked his rack- 
et to the floor and beut down 
and started yelling at iL 
After that atypical out- 
burst of emotion, 
Stdtenbeig won die final 
eight points of the match in 
impressive style. 



GermaDy's Michael Schnmaefaer in action during a very rainy Monaco Grand Priju 
Schumacher won the race while Braalian Rubens Barrich^o placed second and 
Eddie Irvine of Great Britain took third (Renters photo) 

Schumacher victory heralds 
new era for Ferrari 


MONTE CARLO (R) — 
Victory for Michael 
Schumacher and third place 
to Eddie Irrine in Sunday's 
rain-bit Monaco gr^d prix 
have ushered in a new era 
for Ferrari. 

For the first rime since 
double worid champion 
Schumacher Joined the 
team after leaving Benetton 
in 1995, Feirad took over 
foe leadership of both foe 
Formula One drivers* and 
constructors' champi- 
onships. 

‘This is a beautiful dream 
for the team,” said Ferrari 
sporting director Jean TodL 
“To have both cars on foe 
pofoum, one first and one 
third, at Monaco...But I 
rhink we still have a long 
road ahead of us. 

“We must celebrate foe 
result, enjoy the moment 
and then stop dreaming. 
Once this is over, we have 
to go testing in Barcelona 
and back to work.” 

Despite Todt's caution 
after seeing bis team end a* 
16-year drou^t without a 
Monaco win, it is clear that 
Fenari pose a gre^r threat 
than at any time since Jody 
Scheclaer of South Africa 
claimed their last drivers^- 
title in 1979. . . 

Scbumachec, foe"^-ye^- 
old German whd lifted the 
drivers' crown with 
Benetton in 1994 and 1995, 
demonstrated why on 
Sunday with a ^erless 
drive through the rain to 


win easily by more than 53 
seconds. 

He and bis team mate 
Baitoa Eddie Irvine, who 
faOs reeled off three succes- 
sive podium finishes, have 
both praised new technical 
d^tor Ross Brawn, for- 
merly with Benectou, for the 
transformation in tteir for- 
tunes. 

Briton Brawn Joined die 
raam last December, togeth- 
er with chief designer Rory 
Byrne, ^ter wotlting wifo 
Schumacher during his 
championship successes at 
Benetton. According to the 
German, be has brought a 
calm and methodical s^le 
of management to the team. 

“Ross likes to work in a 
logical way. with a pro- 
gramme. and he does not 
become emotional when he 
is in his work.” said 
Schumacher. *This has been 
a welcome quality for foe 
team." 

Schumacher, however, 
agreed with team chief Todt 
after Sunday's race when he 
said he did not think be or 
Fcrrari were yet ready to 
challoige WilUams for the 
worid titles. 

Looking ahead to the 
•Spanish grand prix at 
Barrelona m two wireks, be 
saidr^To be honest, t would 
I^fer to cancel Spain. It is 
not a circuit which suits our 
car. 

“But now that I have 
opened up a small gap in the 
championship, I suppose I 


can afford to just go for a 
finish in the points and it 
will still look good. 

“After Spain, though. 1 
think we will be looking 
reasonably good for the rest 
of foe seasoit There are 
some more improvements 
to come wifo the car and 1 
am confident about foe reli- 
ability.” 

Despite Schumacher's 
pessimism, he won wifo 
Benetton in 1995 and with 
Feziari in foe wet last year. 

While Fetiaii celebrated 
on Sunday night, foe 
W illiams taam decamped 
from Monaco grim-faced 
after a disastrous etior in 
weather-forecasting per- 
suaded them to gamble on 
dry slick tyres and dry set- 
ups for the wet race. 

Both Jacques Vilieneuve 
of C^anada and Heinz- 
Harald Frentzen of 
Germany failed to finish 
and the team unexpectedly 
looked second best in all 
departments. 

"Our choice was based on 
a forecast of very fine driz- 
zle for die first 20 or 30 
minutes of the race,” said 
team boss Frank Williams, 
who also pointed out that 
their .forecaster had been 
accurate at all four previous 
races this year. 

Tf it bad woiked this 
time, we would have been 
heroes.” be added. “But it 
didn't” 


Pierce triumphs in Italian Open 


ROME (AFP) — France's Mary Pierce 
landed her first title in two years here on 
Sunday, when she beat ailing defending 
champion Conchjta Martinez 6^, 6-0 at the 
Tfaltan Open. 

The final was literally a pain in the neck 
for the Spaniard, who twet^ed a muscle at 
2-2 in foe opening set making it agony to 
look up or to the right for the rest of the 
match. 

Martinez, who had won this tournament 
ever year since 1993, had regular physio- 
therapy around the nape of her neck and the 
right shoulder blade — but to little teal 
effect 

For Tierce, after defeat in this year’s 
finals at foe Australian Open and Amelia 
Island, it was a morale-bcmsting first title 
since 1995. 

‘T knew what to expect from Conchita. 
she's a great player, a tough player on clay 
especially and she's won so many rimps 
here in Rome,” said the 22-year-old from 
Montreal. 

“But it was easier than I expected, 1 think 
because she got a little bit hurt It made it 
easier, but at foe same time I had to stay 
concentrated and not make an y mi^raW-js 
that would let her back into the match. 

“It was kind of weird.” 

“During the match, I realised at one point 
that it was the third time this season I was 
in a final, and I got frightened,” she admit- 
ted. 

“But then 1 fek her resistance go at 1-0 in 
the second set and 1 said to myself Mf I plav 
well. I could win this.'” 

Cunently ranked 15th in the world. Pierce 
now has her sights on at claming back the 
number five slot which was hers in 1994 
and 1995 before a shoulder injury spoiled 
last year and forced a three-month resL 

‘The way I'm playing now I definitely 
could, and maybe even bencr.” she said. 

“But I just go out there to try my best, 
have fun and enjoy myself. I think that's the 


most important thing,” she added. 

For Spanish tennis fans, it was the second 
tm^ this week that injury had dashed their 
ho^s of success. 

Second seed Arantxa Sanchez Vlcario had 
bowed out to Swiss teenager Patty 
Schnyder after pulling a muscle in her arm 
in the opening game. 

Martinez's injury was diagnosed by a tour 
medical report as a “cervical muscle 
spasm.” 

The Spaniard said; T don't know what 
happened, I went for a ball and then when I 
looked up I felt it go. And from that 
moment onwards I couldn’t use my fore- 
hand or serve properly. 

Tt makes me sad to finish like that, but 
I'm happy enough wifo what Fve done here 
this week.” 

she insisted on later playing the doubles 
final with Argentine Ps^cia Tarabini, say- 
ing: “You don't serve often in doubles and I 
don't want to let my partner down.” 

However, it was a wasted effort as they 
were beaten 6-2. 6-4 by American Nicole 
Arendt and Dutchwo man Maoon Boliegraf. 

The treatment for Martinez started in the 
fifth game after the Spanish third seed had 
n^aged to break for a 3-2 lead when 
Pierce sent a forehand wide. 

However, Martinez surrendered her own 
service in the following game when she net- 
ted a backhand and slipped again to trail 3 - 

Pierce neued an easy slice at point blank 
range for 4-5 but the Camdian-bom 
Frenchwoman broke back immediately to 
seal foe set when Martinez drove a bar- 
relling forehand straight into the net 

Martinez was a shadow of her usual self 
m the second set 

She was unable to move or strike the hau 
wih any power or conviction, allowing foe 
1 0th s»d to seal the match to love with pre- 
cious linie resistance after 70 minutes. 
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Chicago Bolls Michael Jordan shoots for two as he pashes the Atianta Hawks’ Steve 
Smith out of his path in 6rst quarter action in the l^stem Coitference semi-lSnals in 
Atlanta (Reuters photo) 


Rockets beat Sonics in OT, 
Knicks edge Heat 


SEATTLE (R) — Rookie 
Matt Maloney scored 26 
points and ^ 3-pointer 
with 36 seconds left in 
overtime lifted the Houston 
Rock^ to a 1 10-106 victo- 
ry over the Seattle Super- 
sonics Sunday and a com- 
manding 3-1 lead in their 
Western Conference semi- 
final series. 

In the East, Patrick Ewing 
bad 23 points, 1 1 rebounds 
and a block as the New 
York Knicks held the 
Miami Heat scoreless down 
the final 2:51 for a 77-73 
home victory and a 2-1 lead 
in their best-of-seven 
series. 

The Atlanta Hawks were 
hosting the defending 
champion Chicago Bulls, 
up 2-1 in their Eastern Con- 
ference series, in die day*s 
final NBA g^e. 

In a very eight game that 
saw 21 ties, Maloney's 
eighth 3-pointer provided 
the 23th and final lead 
chang e, bombing from the 
top of die key to give Hous- 
ton a 108-106 lead. 

Seatde's David Wmgate 
missed a 3-pointer and 
Mario Elie m^e a pair of 
clinching free throws with 
3.2 seconds left. 

“It was a big shot," said 
Malone>'. the only NBA 
rookie to start all 82 games 
this season. “I was really 
satis fi e d vrith the look and 1 
knocked it down." 

“Hakeem (Olajuwon) 
makes a great pass out of a 
double-team and Malon^ 
made the biggest shot of his 
life,” Rockets coach Rudy 
Tomjanovicb said 

Charles Barkley had 26 
points and IS rebounds for 
the Rockets, who improved 
to 3-0 on the road in the 
playofi^ and can advance to 
die conference finals for the 
fourth time in six years 
with a home win in game 3 
on Ttiesday. Houston has 
never defeated Seattle^ in 
five previous playoff senes. 

Baridey scored Houston's 
first seven points in over- 
time after missing two free 
throws with 1 1 seconds left 
in regulation that could 
have sealed xL 

“I just blew those,” said 
Baild^. “I just messed up. 

I felt so bad, I knew 1 h;^ to 
do something in overtime. 
The guys supported me but 
1 just felt like a dog." 


Gary Payton bad 27 
points and 11 assists and 
Hersey Hawkins added 17 
points for defending con- 
ference champion Seattle, 
which is 2-3 in home play- 
off games and is now on the 
briidt of e limin ation. The 
Supersonics went scoreless 
in the final 2:25 of game 3 
and the last 1:51 of game 4. 

“Game 5 is simple," Son- 
ics coach George Karl said, 
“it's pride and heart. Th^ 
know us and we know 
them. It’s just playing now." 

Neither team got much 
offence from its key big 
men. Seattle's Shawn 
Kemp, averaging 23.1 
points per playoff game, 
scored just 1 1 ^fbie foul- 
ing out in the fourth quarter, 
Olajuwon had 11 points. 12 
rebounds and ei^t assists 
for Houston. 

In New York, 
aioned for a turnover with 
his big block of Tim Hard- 
away's potential game- 


tying 3-point attempt 
Tte Kmcks had a 3-point 
lead and possession when 
Ewing was double-teamed, 
lost the baU, recovered it 
but fell along the sideline 
with 13 seconds left After a 
time-out Miami woiked 
the ball to Hardaway, but 
Ewing jumped out and 
bloclied the shot 
Ewing coiralled the loose 
ball and was fouled with 
1.8 seconds to go. He let 
loose with a scream, then 
maria the first fiee thiw to 
seal new York's fifth win in 
six postseason games. 

The Knicks went up for 
good ai 76-73 on John 
Starks* three foul shots with 
2:42 to go after 'S^xshon 
Lenard fouled him on a 3- 
point attempt 
“We played tough 
defence down the stiet^ 
and that’s why those free 
throws made the differ- 
ence," Starks said. 


FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

Fully equipped super deluxe furnished 
apartments for rent in Abduon. 

Three bedrooms, three bath ea<^. 

Call: 079-23311 (owner) 
866283/84 (9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.) 


FOR 

Ground floor of a new villa. New furniture, 
telephone, 3 bedrooms, dining, sitting and 
laundry rooms, garden. 

Location: Khs^da, near Ai Maaref Schod. 

Please call owner Tel; 5534287 



dono 


The Friends of Dana/ 

The Royal Society for the Conservation of Nature 
cordyiy invite you to attend the Exhibition of An 
at 

the Embassy of Pakistan 
Jabal AI Weibdeh, between 14-20 May, 1997 
From 1 1 :00 a.m.-7^X) pm 

' Proceeds will be used for the development of the 
Dana Village. 

' All is welcome. 


Yankees, 

Orioles 


win 


NEW YORK — The 
Yankees got their Worid 
Series rings, and then David 
Wells and Mariano Rivera 
combined on a five-hitter as 
Bernie Williams had three 
hits, including a homer for a 
3-2 victory over the Kansas 
City Royals Sunday. 

Wells (4-1) tossed seven 
shutout inning s before tiring 
in die eighth, when Kansas 
Gty scored twice. He gave 
up five hits and a walk with 
six sixikeouis as he won his 
third straight start — all at 
Yankee Stadium. 

The left-hander gave way 
with one out in the ninth. to 
Rivera, who walked Jay Bell 
but got the final two outs for 
a save in his lOtb straight 
tqipearance. Rivera has U3 
saves, tying Randy Myers of 
Baltimore for Major- 
League lead. 

With the help of a caught 
stealing and a double play, 
wells faced the minimum 18 
batters through the first six 
innings. 

In a pre-game ceremony, 
the Yankees received their 
rings for winning the 1996 
Worid Series. 

In Baltimore, BJ. Suihoif 
homered, tripled and singled 
while tying a career-high 
with six RBI as the Orioles 
defeated the Seattle 
Mariners 9-3. 

In Chicago, Albeit Belle 
went 3-f6r-3 with his eighth 
career grand slam and 
son Alvarez tied a career 
high with 12 strikeouts as 
the white Sox handed the 
Oakland Athletics their sea- 
son-high fifth straight loss, 
8-5. 

In Detroit, Tony Gaik hit a 
pair of homers and drove in 
three runs and Phil Nevin 
added a solo homer and 
three KBI to lead the Tigers 
to an 11-3 victray over the 
Cleveland Indians. . 

• In- Milwaukee, Gerald 
Williams bad three hits, 
including a home run to lead 
off the game, and the Brew- 
ers scored five runs in the 
first two iimizigs to defeat the 
Anaheim Angels 5-2 and 
complete a sweep of their 
three-game series. 

At Minnesota, Woody 
W illiams allowed two runs 
in 6 2/3 innings for his first 
win since last September as 
the Toronto Blue Jays edged 
the plummeting TVons 3-2 
for their ei^th win in nine 
games. 


Computer’s chess victory 
sparks intelligence debate 


NEW YORK (R) — The computer's victory over the 
world's best chess player was a landmaik event Ixit it does 
not solve the aigumem about its supposed intelligence. 

World chess champion Garry Kasparov and the scientists 
backing up the IBM supercomputer Deep Blue disagreed 
over whether the system was just a massive calculating 
machine or a new kind of intelligence. 

“Chess is a very simple problem if you compare it with 
being a medical doctor and the skills that takes, or doing 
what genera] Norman Schwartzkopf did in the gulf war." 
said computing science professor Jonathan Schaeffer of the 
university of Alberta in Edmonton. Canada. “All this is an 
historical milestone on the way towards building machines 
that can do intelligent things.” 

D^ Blue, an ffiM rs/6000 parallel processor with spe- 
cialised microchips for chess, defeated the Russian grand- 
master over six games, winning two, drawing three and los- 
ing just once. Kasparov is believed to be the best player in 
the history of an ancient game long considered as the ulti- 
mate expression of ration^ thought 

Chess playing is ideal for computers because the game 
involves a specific number of physical objects governed by 
simple, clearly defined rules. The system created history by 
becoming the first programme to defeat a rei g nin g world 
champion in a match played under classical chess condi- 
tions in which games can last as long as seven hours. 

“It is important but it's not going to affect people in their 
day-to-day life, it's not going to make these images that the 
science fiction writers portray like Hal in the movie ‘2001 ', 
those days are long way away,” said Schaeffer, who led a 
team that created die world champion checkers computer 
programme called Chinook. 

Other scientists and philosophers who observed the con- 
test. held over nine days in a skyscraper Manhattan office 
complex, said that wUIe the machine's triumph will not 
change the world, it could change chess. 

“We may learn new strategies for playing chess from 
powerful calculators like Deep Blue," said professor Monty 
newborn of the association for computing and machinery 
chess project that assisted in the organisation of the S 1.1 


million match. “It showed in a couple of these games that it 
can play in ways that people don't even think of." 

Perhaps the most spectacular example of this was in Sat- 
urday's fifth game when Deep Blue tunied what every 
human expert believed was a losing position into a coldly 
calculated, precisely executed draw with the black pieces in 
a complex endgame 

It calculates a: a rate of 200 million moves per second, but 
it does not have emotions or intuitions about the game it is 
playing the way that a human does. Kasparov's emotions 
ultimately let him down because he cracked under the psy- 
chologic^ pressure of facing an opponent who was relent- 
less and never tired over several gruelling gomes. 

“There is a tradition of deep fear, not rosiricied to chess 
players, that human beings may be untfole to control their 
creations, and particularly their 'thinking creations'," said 
philosophy professor Timothy McGrew of western Nlichi- 
gan University. “This, 1 think, is really wide of the mark. It 
is important to realise that the computer goes about its tasks 
in a way vastly different from the way a human being 
does.” 

The International Business Machines computer scientists 
who built the machine by combining massive speed with a 
database of chess knowl^ge portrayed deep blue as a mere 
calculator, something Kasparov found difficult to accept in 
this match and in their first clash in Philadelphia in Febru- 
ary 1996. 

The question of what defines intelligence is still unsolved 
by the scientific community and Kasparov falls into the 
camp of those who believe tbe net result is what maners. 

"You can run an experiment where I’m looking at the 
position and make a decision based on creativity, intuition, 
fantasy and a little bit of calculation." Kasparov said. “The 
machine is looking at the position and making its decision, 
which is the same, but based purely on calcuration." 

In tbe match, the frustrated 34-year-old grandmaster was 
so unnerved by the computer that he altered his own attack- 
ing style to that of a careful, anti-computer strategy. The 
mistake cost him tbe contest and he vowed not to play that 
way again. 
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A Furnished Completely Independent 
Villa For. Rent 

275 sq.m.. 2 salons, 3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, 
equipped kitchen, gairien, garage, telephone. Four 
minutes drive from King Hussein Medical Centre. 
Please call: 668410, 
if no answer call: 644201 


Two Apartment And A Studio For Rent 

Both in the same only 2 floor family building, located in the best 
residential area in Arrmian. 

The first one is 240 sq.m. surrounded by balconies ovedooking a 
nice garden. Fully, newly and luxuriously furnished. As the 
localion is almost in the cenhal of most foreign embassies In 
Jordan, then it's veiy suitable for a CD family. 

The second one is a ground floor independent with its private 
garden. Cozy, soundproof, fully fumi^xed and equipped. 

In addition there is a nice studio on the first floor large roof, 
fully furnished and equipped, independent, with a beautiful view, 
if interested of any please can 671509 


JORDAN 
TIMES 
IFAX #696183 


^ c 


. 

200 3 bedrooms luxurious apeutment 

in Deir AI Ghubar 

Excellent condition, prime location, telephone line, 
separate utility services, garage. 


For: infpnn^id 




TSi;6S7373 




Furnished 
Apartment 
for Rent 


Abdoun - Rilly Furnished 
2 bedrooms, with 
I Telephone Aimual Rent 

mojD. 


Please Call 621377 

or 662016 After 6 p.m 


REQUIRED GENERAL MANAGER 


For a newly established 4 star hotel that has the following experience : 

1- University degree in Hotel management . Marketing or any 
relevant degree . 

2- 5 years experience as a pre requisite in the Hotel Industry . 

3- Fluent English , Arabic , any additional language is an asset . 

4- Excellent mteipersonal communication skills . 

5- Well connectM within the tourist industry . 

If you fit the above qualification 
please send your C.V. to the following address : The Managing Direcetor 

P.O. Box 926415 
Amman 11110 Jordan 

All Applicants will be treated in the strictest confidence . 



AMIRECAN GOMUUNmr SCHOOL 
.ADMISSION TESTING FOR NEW STUDENTS 
Local admission testing for new students in grades 1 
thru 12 at the American Community School for the 
■ , 1 997/98 school year will be on 
Thursday, May 15, 1997 at 8:00 am. 

If you wish your child to be tested, 
please contact the school 
at 813944/6 before that date. 



Ghadeer Rent A Car 

Unique Services And 
Very Competitive Prices 

Daily $20 
Monthly $500 
Yearly $5,000 

A variety of modern cars. 

Babylon Tower Hotel, Shmeisani, 
Converging Syndications Str. 

Tel.: 700481-700489, Fax: 700498 


Jordan Design & Trade Center cordiaiiy invites you to attend 



Bed throws, fabric, ceramics and many more nett' items! 
&om the Salt HandiciaJfts Center. 

[this exhibition runs from May 1 3th - June 1 5th] 

Jordan Desi^ & Trade Center 
Noor AI Hussein foundation 
Tel. 699141/2 Opening hours 8:00 AM ■ 7:00 PM 

{Otf Wadi Saqra Street, between King Abdullah Cardere & Saleway. 2nd right after gas slationi 
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Starved civilians flee 
southern Sudan's Juba 


MUGALE, Sudan (AFPl — 
More than 200 hungry men. 
women and children fleeing 
Miudiom Sudan's besieged 
regional capitui of Juba 
have ;irrivcd ut Mugale. a 
displaced people'.*; comp 
near the Ugandan border. 

The weary group, gath- 
ered under u tree Iasi week 
after a iwo-week trek from 
Juba, which is under siege 
by the rebel Sudan People's 
Liberation Army iSPLA) 
baiiling Sudanese govem- 
nioni troops for the 'control 
of s»:tuihem Sudan. 

'‘1 have come to Mugale 
boc.ausc of hunger." said 
Laziirus Kinye. 

“Ail the roads to Juba are 
closeil by the SPLA. Many 
.Arabs monheru Muslims) 
have already left for 
Khartoum. We. the blacks 
are in a worse situation." he 
added. 

The women and children 
in the group slipped out of 
Jtiba city boundories by 
leiline government soldiers 
they were going to gather 
I'lhiJ in the hu.shes. 

Tile men had to exercise 


more caution. 

"The government soldiers 
only let the young ones go,” 
Mr. Kinye explained. The 
big people (aduiu) they try 
and kill." 

Mr. Kinye said 155 other 
people who were in the 
group walking from Juba 
were killed in an ambush by 
the Ugandan Lord's 
Resistance Army tLRA) 
rebels who have bases in 
southern Sudan. 

"We met the LRA near 
Kit. They started shooting 
at us and some of us were 
caught and killed with 
machetes." 

The LRA has been operat- 
ing out of southern Sudan 
.since 1994. Lost month, 
their main camp at .Aiu. 75 
kilometres south of Juba, 
was overrun by the SPLA. 

The bulk of LRA fighters 
fled to areas held by 
Sudanese government 
troops and others scattered 
into the Bush. 

"W'e met the Tong Tong 
when we were coming. 
Some of us were cut by 
miichetes and mv mother 


was killed,” Taban Torabe, a 
six-year-old boy told AFP. 

Tong Tong is the term 
used by the people of south- 
ern Sudan to refer to the 
LRA and literally means 
one who cuts people to 
pieces. 

Taban said his mother was 
taking him to Mugale 
because she had heard of 
the camp and thought the 
SPLA would be able to pro- 
tect them. 

The displaced people have 
so far not been given any 
o!»sistance. Anthony Okello. 
the South Sudan Relief and 
Rehabilitation Association 
(SSRA) representative in 
Mugale said the organisa- 
tion had appealed for help 
from other non-governmen- 
tal organisations. 

"We at SSRA have noth- 
ing to give them." he added. 

The di-splaced. mean- 
while. have no intention of 
returning to Juba. 

"VVe don't have any assis- 
tance in Mugale. But I will 
stay hen*. 1 will not go back 
to Juba until the situation 
has senled." Mr. Kinye said. 


Firebomb damages high 
school for girls in Tlirkey 


IZMIR cAP) — A firebomb 
caused minor d.^muge at an 
.\meriean-run high school 
in this Aegean port city 
Sunday night, police .said 
Monday. No one was 
injured. 

The police launched an 
operation to catch two men 
seen escaping on foot after 
the utiaek a; Izmir 
.Aniericun School for Girls, 
a well-known second^ 
school educating Turkish 
pupils with mcsily 
American teachers. 

The school had been on a 
list of t.'irgeis published by 
an Islamist militum group. 

Tlie firebomb sparked a 
small fire, which was 
quickly e.xtingui.shed. 

li was the second attack of 
a foreign .school in Izmir 
within two weeks. The 
French-run St. Joseph High 
School was firebombed on 
April .^0. causing a fire but 


no injune.s. 

No one claimed responsi- 
bility for either attack. 
However. a militant 
Islanust group announced 
last year it would bomb for- 
eign schools. 

The two schools were on 
a list published in the week- 
ly magazine .Akinci Yolu. 
the publication of the 
Islamic Great East Raiders 
Front. 

The group, which aims to 
form an Islamist state, 
claimed responsibility for a 
hand grenade attack at the 
headquarters of the Eastern- 
Orthodox Church in 
Istanbul last September. 

Tension.s have risen 
recently as the year-old 
Islamist Welfare Party-led 
government is being pres- 
sured by Che secular-minded 
militaty to curb 
Islamisation of svicieiy. 


Hirkey looks to buy 
natural gas from Iraq 


ANKARA (APi — Energy 
MiniMcr Recai Ktiian said 
Moiulav Turkov hoped to 
buv iO billion cubic metres 
of nauinil gas iince a L^N. 
embargo on the cvHuUry is 
lificil. 

"We are expecting lo sign 
.1 lie.il bclore the end of the 
>ear." Mr. KiiMn told 
reporters. 

Mr Kiii.in. reuirneil from 
luo J.ivs of negoiuiions in 
Ir.iq where he signed a pre- 
liminarv .igreemeiK for 
Tiirkev IO hiiiM ,i L.'oO 
kilometre nainr:ii gas 
pijvline The pipeline 
would c.iny llie lms to 

Tiirkev 's Mediierr^iiieaii 
poo of t.’cvlian. 

Mr. Kiiuiii viiil ludiral g.is 
lleltN ai Mausuriyah. some 
7i) kilomcirvs uorih of 
B.ighilad. would Iv devel- 
• •ped hv .1 et)iiM>riiiiiii led 
l\v die luikisli 
Loni|i.mv BiK.i.s. French and 


Italian firms were also 
intere.sted. he said. 

“The consortium will be 
set up as si>*m as the embar- 
go is lifted." Mr. Kuiun 
smd. 

Turkey is stepping up 
effort^ [o buv natural gas 
from nearby aiur.uies tike 
Iran. Egypt and Yemen to 
satisfy it.s rapidly growing 
needs Russia is its largest 
supplier. 

llie L'nired Nations 
mifwscd sanctions on Iraq 
after it invaded Kuwait in 
iq*»tV The emh.irgo sfas% in 
elTcci until I'.N. mspccitirs 
certify that Iraq has 
destroyed its long-range 
missiles, chemical and bio- 
logical wcapims. 

Iraq Is c\p»injng S2 bil- 
lion in oil under a six- 
month oiM'or-fiKxi deal 
with the UniieJ Naiii.ms 
llui is un exemption to the 
saiictuins. 


Saudi Arabia beheads 
2 Saudis, 1 Bahraini 


KIV\DM (API — Two 
Sjudi men ci*nvieied of 
rape and a Bahraini ilrug 
sniiiggier were beheaded 
Moiukiy. the goxenuneiil 
said. Nasser Mugbil .Antri 
and .Ahmad I'w.iyd .Sihli 
were convicted of breaking 
into a home, nping a 
woman and robbing die 
house, the Intcriitr Ministry 
said. It did not say when the 
crime took place but noted 
(hat (he men had previous 
criminal rccord.s. The two 
weic executed in Medina in 
western Saudi .Arabia. 
.Adnan Mohammad 

Hassein, a Bahraini, was 
eunvicted of smuggling 
heroin, the .statement said. 
It did not sav when or 


where Hu.ssein was .irrcsicii 
or the quantity of drugs he 
was ca-Tying. He w.y. 
beheaded in ihc e.i'iem city 
of Dammam, 4t.W kilomc- 
ires nv'tTheasi of the capital 
RiviiJh. Ttic ilirce csccu- 
lions raise to 50 the number 
of people beheaded this 
year in .^audi .Arabia. Lust 
year. 7 1 people were exe- 
cuted. Saudi .Arabiu's 
Islamic courts impose capi- 
tal puni.shment for rape, 
murder and crimes that 
endanger the public. 
Human rights organisations 
have criitci^d the cxecu- 
lion.s. saying defendants 
often are denied due 
process and fair trials. 


Yemeni 
public 
officials 
to disclose 
wealth 

SANAA (Rl — Yemen 
plans to ask cabinet 
ministers and heads of 
government institutions 
to disclose their person- 
al wealth, the official 
news agency SABA 
said late on Saturday, 
it said the government 
had prepared a draft law 
that would require the 
officials to “give 
information on their... 
holdings in fixed assets 
such as land and real 
estate and their local 
bank accounts, compa- 
nies they own or partic- 
ipate in and their private 
cars." It did not mention 
foreign bank accounts. 
The draft legislation, to 
be submitted to 
Yemen newly-elected 
parliament. also 

includes provisions for 
the wives and children 
of officials to declare 
their financial status. 
President Ali Abdulltdi 
Saleh's ruling General 
People's "Congress 
vGPCl won a landslide 
victory in the polls la.st 
month, seizing 187 of 
the ,>01 scats in the par- 
liament. 

Tlie Isluh Parly, the 
GPC's Islamist junior 
Cviuliiion partner in the 
outgoing government, 
won 53 sciUs and two 
oppo.sition parties took 
a total of five seals. 
Results in iw'o con- 
stituencies have yet to 
be ;uinounccd. 

GPC onici;iIs ha.s said 
that .>9 independents 
had Joined the group 
strengthening its hand 
in the a.s,sembly. 

The election wa.s 
Yemen's first general 
poll since a 1994 civil 
war nearly tore the 
Impoverished .state 
apart. 

In united Yemen’s first 
elections in 1993. the 
GPC won J23 seats. 
Isl;Ui 62 and the main 
opposition Yemen 

SvxMulisi Party (YSP) 
56. Independents won 
47 seats while the rest 
went to Raaihist and 
Nasserilc parlic.s. 

The YSP, some of 
XX hose leaders launched 
a sccessiontNi bid that 
sparked the civil war. 
and three oilier ponies 
boycotted the elections 
to protest alleged irreg- 
ularities. The govern- 
ment denied" the 
charges. 

In a related develop- 
menL a Yemeni olficiul 
welcomed Isiah's deci- 
sion to join the opposi- 
tion in the new parlia- 
ment. 



U.S, GENERAL RECEIVES MEDAL: His Majesty King Hussein bestows Al Istihqaq Medal of the First 
Order upon visiting Commander-In-Chief of the U3. Central Command General Binford Peay on 
Monday (photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


Brother of New York Trade 
Centre bomber goes on trial 


NEW YORK (R> — Jury 
selection begins on Monday 
in the trio! of a New Jersey 
m;ui charged with helping 
his brother escape arrest for 
his role in the bombing of 
the World Trade Centre 
(WTC). officials said. 

According to the federal 
indictroeoL Moham ma d 
Abu Halima, 33, drove his 
brother, Mabmoud Abu 
Halima. to John F. Kennedy 
Iniemaltonal Airpret on 
March 2, 1993, just days 
after the Feb. 26, 1993, 
bombing thiu killed six 
people and iajuted more 
than 1.000. 

The Egyptian-born 
Mohamm:^ Abo Halima, a 
cab driver who lives in 
AveneL New Jersey, with 
his w'lfe and two cbildien. 
bos pleaded not guilty to the 
chaige before U.S. District 
Judge Michael Mukasey. 

He has been free on bail 
since hJs arrest last year. If 
convicted, he faces up to 15 


years in a federal prison. 

He was previously indict- 
ed in August 1993 on the 
broader charge of seditious 
conspiracy for the same act. 
and on charges of partici- 
pating in a plot to kill 
Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak. But prosecutors 
decided in a superceding 
indictment not to pursue the 
Mubarak charge. 

Prosecutors have also 
agreed to drop a second 
count in the indictment that 
charges him wi^ lying to 
the Immigrat^n and 
Naturalisation Service 
regarding his application 
for temporary resident sta- 
tus. He could be tried later 
on that count, a spokesman 
for the U.S. attorney said. 

Emad Salem, the govern- 
ment's key informant in the 
trial of cleric Sheikh Omar 
Abdul Rahman and nine 
others. Is expected to testify 
that Mohammad Abu 
HoUma wax iiwnre that hN 


brother participated in the 
Trade Centre explosion and 
helped him escape to Saudi 
Arabia. 

Mr. Salem, a shadowy 
former Egyptian officer, 
was recruited by tht 
Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) in 1991 
to infiltrate Sheikh Abdul- 
Rahman's inner circle and 
learn what prosecutors 
alleged was a massive plot 
to “wage a war of urban ter- 
rorism'' in the United 
States. Sheikh Abdul 
Rahman and nine others 
were found guilty in 
October 1995 and are serv- 
ing life sentences. 

For his testimony during 
that trial and his work as an 
undercover informant, Mr. 
Salem received more than 
SI million from the U.S. 
govenunedL 

Also expected to testify al 
Abu Halima's trial is Abdo 
Mohammad Hajjaj. a for- 
mer aide to .Sheil^ Abdul 


Rahman and a member of 
his inner circle. 

Mr. Hajjaj was originally 
charged, along with die 
cleric and others, with help- 
ing plan the deadly Trade 
Centre blast and plotting to 
bomb New York City land- 
marks and bridges, but he 
agreed to cooperate with 
authorities after his 1993 
aiTCSL 

Mahmoud Abu Halima 
was arrested March 10, 
1993. in his native Egypt 
and convicted In New Yo^ 
in March 1994 with three 
other militants of planting a 
540 kilogramme fertiliser 
bomb at the WTC in an 
attack that killed six people 
and injured more than 
1.000. He is sm'ing a 240- 
year prison 'sentence.' ‘ 

Mahmoud Abu Halima 
was an uoindicted' c6-con- 
spiraior in the plot to blow 
up New York City land- 
marks. 
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Maryland woman 
gives birth to second 
set of triplets f 


WASHINGTON lR> — 
Mother’s Day was extra 
special this year for an 
American woman nursing 
her second set of newly- 
born triplets. ^ula 
Robinson. 34, bad her first 
set of triplets — two girls 
and a boy — 12 years ago. 
and the second set — two 
boys and a girl — arrived 
Friday at St Agnes 
Hospital in Baltimore. The 
older children have agreed 
to help baby-sit. Robinson, 
who runs a day-care centre, 
called the bales' arrival 
“the greatest gift of all.” 

Her second husband, 
Jefirey Robinson, says beTl 
have to work hard to help 
support the newly doubled 
fami ly. ‘'We'D make it,” he 
told the network. 

Chimp expert 
began as waitress 

BILLINGS, Montana (AP) 

— Before she spent 
decades watchii^ chim- a 
panzees in Airi^ Jane 
Goodall observed the 
behavior of another form of 
wild animal at close quar- 
ters: the hungry human. To 
pay die fare to die remote 
rite of her first research job, 
Goodall tied on an ^>tod 
and locis. food orders. “I got 
a job as a waitress and 
saved my dp 'money until I 
could afioid to travel to 
Africa," the 63-year-oId 
Goodall told huncheds of 
schoolchildren Friday. The 
animal behavior expert no 
longer lives among the 
chimpanzees she studied 
for 35 years, but she returns 
several times a year for vis- 
its to Tanzania. go and sit 
and they come up and sit 
beside me and they're 
thinking; 'Oh,' it's her 
a gain, '" Goodall said. 

LavFSuit filed against ^ 
actor Dudley Moore 

SANTA MONICA (AP) — 
Dudley Moore’s estranged 
xvilb filed a S5 million law- 
suit against the entertainer, 
claiming be terrorised her 
with beatings and verbal 
abase during their five 
years together. Nicole 
Moore, 32. claims in the 
action filed last week that 
the actor-pianist chased her 
around the bouse, hit her, 
spit in her face, grabbed her 
by the neck, pushed her 
against a wall and once 
choked her. Moore. 61, 
married his fourth wife on 
April 16, 1994. He filed for 
divorce on June 11, 1996, 
but the action bas not been 
finalised. They have a tod - 1 
dler son. “There will be no '• 
comment,'’ said Moore's 
publicist Michelle Bega. A 
month before their wed- 
ding. Moore was arrested 
after bis fiancee claimed 
that be struck her during an 
argument She later refused 
to press charges, however. 
Moore is best known for 
playing a lovable alcoholic 
miUionaiie in “Arthur.” 

Pavarotti in London 

LONDON (AP) 

Luciano Pavarotti returned 
to the Royal Opera House 
for the first time in 1 8 years 
Sunday, singing to a sell- 
out crowd of nearly 2J100. 

'The 6 1 -year-old Italian 
^or performed excerpts 
from Puccini's “Tosca," 
and works by Tosti.C^ 
Donixetti. Bizet Schubert 
Sc^Iatti and Beethoven. 

Tms was Pavarorti's last 
appearance before the 
opera house closes this 
summer for redevelopment 
Among the concert-goers 
former Prime Mirusier 
John Major, whose conser- 
vative party was trounced 
elections May 1 . 
More than 100 opera lovem 
waited outside, hoping to 
buy returned tickets. ‘Tve 
never seen him before, and 
he s one of the three great- 
est tenors in the world I 

S, “e l>™." said 
Stone, an opera fan 
from Essex who waited an 
hour (o buy a ticket J 






